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AND KAREN DEYOUNG

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — U.S. Special Op-
erations forces staged an unsuccess-
ful operation this summer to rescue 
photojournalist James Foley and other 
Americans being held in Syria by Is-
lamic State militants, according to se-
nior Obama administration officials.

The attempt, involving several 
dozen U.S. commandos, one of whom 

was injured in a fierce firefight with 
the militants, was the first known U.S. 
ground operation in Syria since the 
country’s descent into civil war. 

It came after at least six European 
hostages freed by the militants last 
spring had been debriefed by U.S. 
intelligence.

“The president authorized earlier 
this summer an operation to attempt 
the rescue of American citizens held 
by ISIL,” one of the abbreviations 
used to refer to the Islamic State, said 
one of two senior officials who provid-
ed information on the mission.
SEE RESCUE ON PAGE 7

US tried to free hostages in Syria
Failed mission sought to rescue slain photojournalist, other American captives

JOSHUA L. DEMOTTS/Stars and Stripes

 Displaced Iraqis find shelter in a sweltering, unfinished commercial building in Irbil, Iraq, earlier this week . They fled their homes in fear of 
the Islamic State’s advance in the Mosul region. 

Displaced Iraqis destitute, hopeful 
US will continue airstrikes | Page 6
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Foley

Watchdog: DOD broke 
law with Bergdahl 
prisoner swap | Page 9
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“If she wants, she can 
do anything. She is the 
biggest power in the 

world.”
— Martin Banni, who recently fled 

the Islamic State advance and is 
overseeing the refugee camp at 
Ankawa, Iraq, saying that those 

displaced are hoping America will 
save them

See story on Page 6
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BY JENNIFER H. SVAN

Stars and Stripes

 RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — Un-
accompanied airmen on Ramstein and Ka-
paun Air Station  once again can enjoy alcohol 
in their living quarters.

Base leaders announced in a series of town 
hall meetings Wednesday that they were lift-
ing a 17-month ban on alcohol possession and 
consumption in and around the dormitories.

The easiest step would have been “leaving 
the policy in place,” said Brig. Gen. Patrick 
X. Mordente, 86th Airlift Wing commander, 
addressing about 75 airmen Wednesday night 
with his command chief, Chief Master Sgt. 
Frank H. Batten III. “We didn’t think it was 
the right thing, though.”

About 1,100 single or unaccompanied air-
men in grades E-1 through E-3 live in Air 
Force dormitories in the Kaiserslautern Mili-
tary Community, according to statistics from 
base officials. 

Mordente and Batten —  neither of whom 
 was at Ramstein when the ban was imple-
mented — said easing the ban was about 
trusting their airmen to do the right, respon-
sible thing and to act like professional airmen 
on and off duty. 

“I’m a firm believer in treating airmen 
like airmen, treating them like professionals, 
holding them to a standard,” Mordente said in 
an interview. “Quite honestly, we looked at it; 
we have confidence in our airmen. Why not 
go ahead and lift the ban? I think they can do 
this, I really do.”

Older dorm residents, especially, “can’t 
understand why ‘I’m not allowed to have a 
glass of wine in my room, but I’m allowed to 
carry a weapon and defend the front gate or 
I’m allowed to fix an aircraft worth millions 
of dollars,’ ” Batten said, noting that about 60 
percent of dorm residents are over 21. “So, it’s 
come down to that professional development 
part: ‘Hey, my leadership says they trust me, 
but yet they don’t trust me with this part of 
it.’ ”

Mordente’s predecessor, Brig. Gen. Charles 
K. Hyde, banned alcohol in the dormitories 
in early March 2013, after a series of alcohol-
related misconduct. In 2012, the year before 
the ban was implemented, 50 alcohol- related 
incidents involved airmen in grades E-1 to E-
3, according to base officials. In 2013, with the 
ban in place for nearly 10 months that year, 
the number rose to 66. As of May 23, 2014, 19 
alcohol- related incidents involved airmen in 
ranks E-1 to E-3.

Mordente said the decision to implement 
the ban was the right one at the time.

“He did what he had to do to get a situation 

under control, a situation where we had air-
men hanging off of balconies screaming at 2 
o’clock in the morning that they’ve been drunk 
every night in Europe and they’re drunk one 
more night,” Mordente said. 

But most of the airmen who were liv-
ing in the dormitories then are no longer at 
Ramstein, Mordente said.

 After comparing the statistics on alcohol-
related incidents before and after the ban’s 
implementation, Mordente said, officials 
couldn’t find a consistent decrease in miscon-
duct. Incidents tended to be cyclical.

“You couldn’t look at the data and say ‘You 
know what, the ban was lifted on that day,’ ” he 
said in an interview.

Though the ban on alcohol wasn’t driven 
by sexual assaults in the dorms, wing leaders 
consulted with sexual assault prevention ex-

perts on Ramstein about 
the policy, given the cor-
relation of alcohol and 
sexual assaults across the 
military, Mordente said.

A Pentagon report re-
leased in May showed that 
two-thirds of sexual as-
saults across the military 
in fiscal 2013 involved 
alcohol use by the vic-
tim, the assailant or both. 
“I said ‘Please show me 
the data and make sure 
there’s not something here 

that I’m missing,’ ” he said. They told the com-
mander that sexual assault, from an Air Force 
perspective, is a much broader issue, he said. 

“It’s not about just the dorms. It’s about 
downtown K-town, it’s about 24 /7, it’s about 
being airmen, it’s about treating people with 
respect,” Mordente said.

“The ban was not about sexual assault. The 
ban was about holding airmen to a standard. 
Lifting the ban is the fact that we, the lead-
ership team, think our airmen can maintain 
that standard.”

On Wednesday evening, as it was getting 
dark, young people with beer cans were seen 
walking or sitting by the dorm pavilions. 

Airman 1st Class Sarah Nixon, 24, an air-
craft maintainer from Birmingham, Ala., said 
airmen in the dorms had been excited all day 
about news that would be lifted. 

“I’m excited only because I’m older and it’d 
be really nice to have my wine at night,” she 
said. 

She’s concerned about how the younger air-
men will handle the privilege. “At Ramstein, 
you only have to be 18 to drink, so that worries 
me a little,” she said.

Airman 1st Class Adam Nunez, 22, a secu-

rity forces gate guard from New Jersey, said, 
“I think we’ll be just fine. I see no issues.”

He added, “I really appreciate that they
have that trust in us, that we can really go out 
there and be responsible airmen.”

Others  have doubts.
Among them is Airman 1st Class Philip

Aiken, 21, a cyberoperations helpdesk techni-
cian from Tucson, Ariz., who sa id he doesn’t 
drink alcohol.

He said after the evening town hall that he
was skeptical about easing the ban, “simply
because I know there are a lot of airmen in the
dorms who don’t have a lot of self-control.”

“It will definitely be interesting.”
Batten said very few dorm residents have

voiced support to him for keeping the ban.
Nevertheless, he said, “I think that we’re 

going to have airmen that disagree with the
decision we made, but we’re not out of bounds 
with the rest of the Air Force or the rest of 
society. These airmen are of drinking age and 
they’re able to drink now. We’re just allowing
them to have alcohol in their dorms.”

Ramstein was the only Air Force base in 
Europe to prohibit alcohol in the dormitories,
according to Air Force officials. Dormitories
at Joint Base  Elmendorf- Richardson in An-
chorage, Alaska, have been  alcohol-free since
2002.

Mordente told airmen that wing leaders
would have no qualms about bringing the ban
back, if warranted.

“I will tell you this, as fast as the ban was 
lifted, it can be put back in place,” he said.
“And if the leadership team believes that, for
the betterment of the airmen as a whole, we
need to do that, we will do it.”
svan.jennifer@stripes.com
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Leaders lift alcohol 
ban in Ramstein dorms

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

Air Force Brig. Gen. Patrick  X. Mordente
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Patrick X. 
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BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

The Navy’s top leader Wednes-
day released details of a five-year 
navigation plan that calls for in-
creasing the forward presence 
of ships to about 120 by 2020, up 
from this year’s average of 97.

It also calls for a single “cyber-
safe” authority to protect the ser-
vice’s networks.

The plan, which is tied to the 
Navy’s 2015-19 spending submis-
sion, would continue the Obama 
administration’s rebalance to the 
Pacific by expanding the number 
of ships in the region to 65 in 2019, 
an increase of 15 from this year, 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert wrote in the 
four-page plan.

The Navy’s “most capable plat-
forms will operate in the Western 
Pacific,” including the newest 
DDG class of guided-missile de-
stroyers, joint high-speed vessels, 
Poseidon surveillance planes, 
Growler fighter jets and other up-
graded aircraft, such as the F-35C 
Joint Strike Fighter.

An additional attack subma-
rine will join three already in 
Guam in 2015.

Rear Adm. William Lescher, 
the deputy assistant secretary of 
the Navy for budget, told reporters 
in March that the service was cut-
ting expenses by halving the num-
ber of F-35Cs it would buy during 
the next five years from 69 to 36.

The Navy has requested $125.2 
billion for fiscal year 2015, about 
$400 million less than this year’s 
enacted budget.

“Despite likely sequestration 
in 2016, our priority is to operate 
forward where it matters, when it 
matters, and be ready to address a 
wide range of threats and contin-
gencies,” Greenert wrote.

The plan, however, made no 
reference to the Navy’s goal of as-
sembling a 306-ship fleet by 2020, 
as it projected in a 30-year plan 
submitted to Congress in July. Nor 
did it broach the subject of wheth-

er the service will maintain its 
number of aircraft carriers at 11.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
has recommended the carrier USS 
George Washington be retired in 
2016, a move that Greenert has 
said he opposes.

The plan would increase ships 
in the Middle East from the cur-
rent 30 to about 40 in 2019. The 10 
patrol craft that now operate out 
of Bahrain will be joined by four 
littoral combat ships by the end of 
2019.

A “low-cost and small foot-
print” naval presence is planned 
for the continents of Africa and 
South America, Greenert wrote. 
Beginning in 2015, the Navy will 
deploy one hospital ship a year to 
South America, followed by one 
coastal patrol ship each year be-
ginning in 2016.

The plan did not specify deploy-
ments to Africa.

Greenert calls on the Navy to 
sustain “our advantage in the un-
dersea domain” as it adds the 12th 
Virginia-class attack submarine to 
the fleet in 2015, with eight more 
expected to join by 2019.

An unspecified number of guid-
ed-missile cruisers and dock land-
ing ships will be modernized to 
extend their service lives, which 
Greenert conceded was not his 
“first choice,” but “budget limits 
compel us to take this course.”

To beef up cybersecurity, the 
Navy is establishing a single “cy-
bersafe” authority to manage the 
service’s networks, platforms and 
systems “cradle to grave,” the plan 
stated.

“We are also proceeding to re-
cruit, train and hire almost 1,000 
cyber operators and are on track 
to form 40 cyber mission teams by 
the end of 2016,” Greenert wrote.

Greenert is expected to release 
a position report later in this year 
that reviews the Navy’s progress 
in implementing the objectives of 
previous navigation plans.
Stars and Stripes reporter Erik Slavin 
contributed to this report.
olson.wyatt@stripes.com 

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 The Pentagon dumped a bucket
of cold water on servicemembers
who want to take the ice bucket
challenge in uniform. 

The stunt has become popular
in recent weeks as a way of rais-
ing awareness and millions of 
research dollars for amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, commonly
known as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. Participants in the chal-
lenge dump a bucket of ice water 
over their heads and challenge
friends to do the same or donate
$100 to the ALS Association.
Many people donate even after
getting doused.

An Army spokeswoman cited
the Defense Department’s Office
of General Counsel Standards
of Conduct Office to clarify the 
service’s position. She said uni-
forms and civilian clothes “clear-
ly showing an Army relationship”
cannot by worn by employees
performing the challenge and
posting a video online. A soldier 
also can’t give his Army affilia-
tion aloud or his rank, the spokes-
woman, Tatjana Christian, wrote
in an email.

“ALS Association is a national
non-profit organization,” Chris-
tian wrote. “As such, participating
in this event is subject to concerns 
about implied endorsement.”

The popular stunt has swept 
Facebook and social media in
recent weeks, raising awareness
and millions of dollars to fight the
disease. 

An Aug. 1 Facebook post by 
Peter Frates, who has ALS, is
credited with making the chal-
lenge viral; the original video
dates back to June. Other Face-
book users picked up on the chal-
lenge before it caught on with 
celebrities and politicians. 

Servicemembers have also
joined along. The Navy football 
team and coaches took ice baths
last Friday while wearing Navy 
football T-shirts. Members of the
Navy Blue Angels got soaked in 
their flight suits on Saturday. The
Air Force football coach took the 
challenge in a jersey on Monday.  

Two uniformed midshipmen 
dumped ice buckets on the super-
intendent and commandant of the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis,
who then called out other service 
academy leaders to take the chal-
lenge. Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, 
superintendent at West Point, ap-
peared to have accepted the chal-
lenge, with several other officers
and senior enlisted, according to 
the details of a YouTube video 
posted by West Point. 

That video was removed
two days ago, soon after it was
posted. 
 beardsley.steven@stripes.com
@sjbeardsley
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 4 members of Afghan 
army injured in bombing

  KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
early morning explosion from a 
remote-controlled bomb wound-
ed four members of the Afghan 
National Army in eastern Kabul 
on Thursday. 

The incident occurred  about 
6:30 a.m. near a bus stop frequent-
ed by Afghan army members 
 going to work,  a spokesman for the 
Afghan Defense Ministry said . 

The Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the explosion through 
a spokesman, who claimed three 
Afghan soldiers were killed in 

the blast. The Taliban frequently 
exaggerate casualties from their 
attacks.

Though generally considered 
safer than many areas of the 
country, Kabul continues to see 
sporadic attacks on foreigners, 
servicemembers with the NATO-
led International Security Assis-

tance Force and Afghan security 
forces. Thursday’s attack comes 
a day after an ISAF service-
member was stabbed to death 
in Kabul. That attack occurred 
near the Kabul airport,  police 
and Interior Ministry  spokes-
me n said.
news@stripes.com

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Tugboats assist the   USS George Washington as it pulls out of Busan,  South Korea .  Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel has recommended the 
carrier  be retired in 2016, a move that Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert has said he opposes.

Navy leader details Pacific boost

DOD puts 
chill on 
ice bucket
challenge

‘ Despite likely sequestration in 2016, our 
priority is to operate forward where it matters, 
when it matters, and be ready to address a wide 
range of threats and contingencies. ’

Adm. Jonathan Greenert
chief of naval operations

Greenert says spending plan calls for additional ships in critical region
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 BY TOM PHILPOTT

Allowing 18.8 million  honorably  
discharged veterans to shop on-
line through military exchange 
services, which also operate 
brick-and-mortar department 
stores and concessions on base, 
could boost store profits enough 
to pump more than $100 mil-
lion back into base quality-of-life 
programs.

That’s part of the “business 
case” made by the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service  to 
the Department of Defense’s Ex-
ecutive Resale Board this month, 
where Navy officials still raised 
concerns over the idea.

Thomas C. Shull, chief ex-
ecutive officer of AAFES, pro-
posed to defense officials several 
months ago that veterans be al-
lowed to shop online through ex-
change service websites,  to gain 
the same discounts on thousands 
of department  store items that 
on-base shoppers enjoy.

AAFES already is working 
with an outside contractor to 
modernize and expand its website 
for online shopping of current pa-
trons, which include active-duty, 
Reserve and National Guard ser-
vicemembers, military retirees 
and families.

Senior policy officials who 
oversee Navy and Marine Corps 

exchange services, however, have 
challenged the idea, fearing “ben-
efit creep” for veterans beyond 
online shopping into other mili-
tary support programs. They also 
believe hurdles to implementing 
online shopping for all veterans 
will be higher than AAFES pre-
dicts, particularly in finding a 
foolproof way to verify veteran 
status and the character of their 
discharges.

Defense officials, meanwhile, 
have signaled they want unani-
mous support of service branches 
before they will embrace such a 
dramatic expansion of discount 
shopping, even if only online. The 
Executive Resale Board, which 
resolves disagreements between 
elements of the military resale 
system, recently asked Shull to 
present a business case for open-
ing online shopping to any veter-
an with an honorable discharge.

Board members representing 
every service are reviewing that 
report with comments due back 
Aug. 29. The board’s next sched-
uled meeting, however, isn’t until 

Nov. 4. Shull told us earlier he 
hoped to have his plan approved 
by Veterans’ Day, Nov . 11, and 
have the benefit available to all 
qualified veterans a year later.

“Each month veterans are 
denied the opportunity to shop 
online through armed services 
exchanges costs the [Department 
of Defense] $8 million to $14 mil-
lion in earnings and [base Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation programs] 
$5 million to $9 million in divi-
dends,” the AAFES report states.

Here are other points it makes 
in favor of a veterans’ online shop-
ping benefit, what Shull’s team 
now refers to as the “VOSB”:

� Benefit deserved. Many 
servicemembers forced to leave 
the military in the next 12  to  18 
months in a force drawdown will 
have deployed multiple times to 
Iraq and Afghanistan but won’t 
have a chance to serve full, 20-
year careers, the report notes. The 
offer of online discount shopping 
through exchanges “is a modest 
way to show appreciation.”

Also, offering veterans online 
discounts would “encourage on-
going involvement in the military 
community and sends a clear 
message to future recruits that 
our nation values and appreciates 
every individual’s service.”

� Lean times for exchanges. Be-
cause of the drawdown and falling 

exchange patronage, store prof-
its and exchange “dividends” to 
support morale, welfare and rec-
reational activities on base “will 
decrease materially.” Service-
members and families will feel 
the impact on support programs.

From 2011 to 2013,  total 
AAFES sales fell 10.1 percent. If 
AAFES had not taken aggressive 
steps to cut overhead, earnings 
would have fallen sharply along 
with dividends to quality-of-life 
programs. Though AAFES ex-
pects to come close to its target of 
$300 million in revenues in 2014, 
erosion of the customer base con-
tinues and could reduce store 
earnings to less than $100 million 
by 2017.

“Unlike commercial enterpris-
es,” bases exchanges “can sell 
only within a finite and shrinking 
customer base,” the report says. 
Exchanges need to expand pa-
tronage to veterans and AAFES 
is well prepared to do so.

� Veterans would shop. Given 
the value that military retirees 
place on exchange shopping, 
spending an average of $668 there 
annually, the 90 percent of non re-
tiree veterans who can’t shop on 
base could be expected to take 
advantage of shopping discounts 
even if available only online.

The report projects total ex-
change sales increasing across a 

wide range of possibility, from a
low of $226 million annually to a
high of $1.13 billion. Th at would 
generate between $60 million  and
$108 million annually in added
dividends to support MWR and
quality-of-life programs  without
any increase in taxpayer sup-
port of base stores, according to 
AAFES’ analysis.

The report discusses possible
pros and cons of online shop-
ping for veterans and finds only
one “true” con — inaction by the
department.

 Tricare  test coverage
 A month later than expected,

the Defense Health Agency has
published online its list of genetic 
or laboratory-designed tests Tri-
care now covers under a three-
year demonstration that will end
on July 18, 2017, if not extended.

Here’s the link: http://www.tri-
care.mil/ldt.

Beneficiaries who had to pay
for any of those 35 tests since
coverage first was denied back to 
Jan. 1, 2013, might be eligible for
reimbursement.
 Send comments to Military Update, P.O. 
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email 
milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom 
Philpott @Military_Update.

AAFES makes case for all vets to shop online

McCain vows support 
for Tomahawk, A-10

 BY JOE FERGUSON

The (Tucson) Arizona Daily Star

 An 18-foot Tomahawk cruise 
missile shared the stage with Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., here on 
Tuesday as he addressed a room 
full of Raytheon Missile Systems 
employees.

The state’s senior senator did 
all of the talking, but the  3-de-
cade-old missile was the main 
attraction, with McCain saying 
he was able to help reverse a 
Department of Defense decision 
to cut $82 million in funding for 
more missiles.

The decision to cut funding to 
the aging missile — with a re-
placement nowhere in sight for 
at least a decade — was short-
sighted, McCain said, noting it 
was easy to  persuade his Senate 
colleagues to restore funding.

  Amid tough language about 
serious threats to global security 

and an absence of leadership on 
the world stage from the Obama 
administration, McCain offered 
bits of good news for the local 
aerospace industry.

They included:
� Hundreds of millions of dol-

lars committed for Raytheon 
and the Israeli-owned Rafael Ad-
vanced Defense Systems to jointly 
produce the Iron Dome system.

� His firm support for a mod-
ernization program for the 
Tomahawk missile system, ex-
tending the useful life of the 
cruise missile.

� Progress on a complicated, 
multiparty land swap near the 
Tucson International Airport that 
would allow Raytheon to expand.

 � Continued support to save the 
A-10 from being mothballed, say-
ing the Pentagon is “nuts” for try-
ing to save money by replacing it 
with the F-35. 

Stars and Stripes

  AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — 
An airman sentenced in 2013 to 
20 years in prison for sexual con-
tact with a child was found guilty 
on child pornography charges in 
a second court-martial last month 
in the United States.

Airman basic Johnny A. Esco-
bar was tried on July 11 at Moody 

Air Force Base, Ga., during a 
brief reprieve from serving his 
sentence at Fort Leavenworth, 
according to a news release from 
the 31st Fighter Wing. Escobar 
was a member of the Aviano-
based wing while serving with 
the 731st Munitions Squadron at 
Camp Darby.

In the newest court-martial, 

he was found guilty of indecent 
language as well as distributing, 
viewing and possessing child 
pornography. The offenses re-
portedly came to light during an 
Office of Special Investigation 
probe after his initial case was 
settled. A former staff sergeant, 
Escobar was sentenced to an ad-
ditional four years in prison. He 

was found not guilty on charges 
of raping his ex-wife.

In his first court-martial, he 
pleaded guilty to charges of en-
gaging in sexual contact with a 
minor, taking indecent liberties 
with a minor, engaging in inde-
cent conduct with a minor and 
producing and possessing child 
pornography.  

MILITARY
 UPDATE

Talking with troops
U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Robert  Work, right, speaks with a 
soldier Thursday near an A-10 Warthog during a  visit to Osan Air 
Base  in South Korea. Work, who arrived in South Korea during the 
annual Ulchi Freedom Guardian exercise, spoke to U.S. troops about 
a wide range of topics, from the crisis in Iraq  to the future of the Air 
Force’s A-10 fleet.  

ARMANDO R. LIMON/Stars and Stripes

Airman sentenced to 4 more years in second sex case
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Lawsuit targets VA policy for same-sex benefits
BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Advocacy 
groups filed a lawsuit here this 
week challenging the Department 
of Veterans Affairs on its new pol-
icy denying benefits to same-sex 
spouses who live in states that do 
not recognize gay marriage.

The VA policy issued in June 
“writes inequality right back” 
into the law after a landmark rul-
ing last year that struck down sec-
tions of the Defense of Marriage 
Act and forced the federal gov-
ernment to recognize same-sex 
couples for a variety of benefits, 
attorneys for the American Mili-
tary Partner Association argued 
in a complaint filed Monday in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit in Washington.

The department issued its new 
policy in June after it completed 
a review of the DOMA decision 
ordered by the Obama adminis-
tration. It requires that veterans 
and their same-sex partners lived 
in a state that permitted gay mar-
riage at the time of their union or 
lived in one of those states dur-
ing the time they earned VA ben-
efits, which include disability pay, 
home loan guarantees, death pen-
sions and burial rights.

“No member of our community 
should be left behind just because 
their home state continues to 
discriminate against their mar-
riage,” according to a released 
statement by Susan Sommer, 
director of constitutional litiga-
tion at Lambda Legal, a nonprofit 
advocate for the civil rights of 
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and 
transgender people that helped 
file the lawsuit.

In its argument before the cir-
cuit court, the AMPA says the 
ruling last year on DOMA found 
that it is unconstitutional to keep 
federal benefits from legally mar-
ried same-sex couples.

“The court’s opinion specifi-
cally singled out … among DO-
MA’s unconstitutional effects the 
deprivation of veterans’ benefits 
to same-sex spouses, including 
denying these veterans and their 
spouses the dignity and final 
respect of the right to burial to-
gether in veterans’ cemeteries,” 
according to the legal complaint.

The VA is withholding benefits 
from some couples who lived or 
served in states that do not rec-
ognize the unions, despite contro-
versy and legal challenges over 
those laws.

There are active legal challeng-
es against same-sex marriage 
bans in 13 states, the National 
Conference of State Legislatures 
reported. Meanwhile, the rest of 
the country is split with 19 states 
and the District of Columbia rec-
ognizing the marriages and 31 
states and two U.S. territories 
that bar them.

On Wednesday, the U.S. Su-
preme Court agreed to delay an 
appeals court decision allowing 
gay marriage in Virginia, again 
throwing the law in that state into 
doubt. The state was set to begin 
recognizing unions performed in 
Virginia as well as other states 

on Thursday before the Supreme 
Court put on the brakes with-
out providing an explanation for 
the move, according to media 
reports.

In recent years, barriers to 
gay equality have fallen in quick 
succession — the military lifted 
its ban on openly gay troops in 
2011, many states have legalized 
same-sex marriage, and the fall 
of DOMA led to an overhaul of 
policies at federal agencies.

The debate over veterans’ ben-
efits such as disability payments, 
death pension benefits and burial 

rights is a new legal frontier for 
the civil rights movement.

“Having weathered the federal 
government’s past, longstanding 
discrimination against them, les-
bian and gay veterans and their 
families find themselves once 
again deprived of equal rights 
and earned benefits by the gov-
ernment they served and the na-
tion for which they sacrificed,” 
the legal complaint says.

When approached for this story, 
the VA said it does not comment 
on open lawsuits but did provide 

some details on its same-sex mar-
riage benefits policy.

Veterans with gay spouses are 
required to meet the residency 
standards due to a section of fed-
eral law governing VA benefits 
that still exists despite the DOMA 
decision. The VA made its June 
policy decision based on the law.

“In determining whether or not 
a person is or was the spouse of 
a veteran, their marriage shall be 
proven as valid for the purposes 
of all laws administered by the 
Secretary according to the law 

of the place where the parties re-
sided at the time of the marriage
or the law of the place where the 
parties resided when the right 
to benefits accrued,” the federal 
code reads.

Meanwhile, the department has
begun processing all claims and
applications involving same-sex
marriages that were previously 
being held by program offices
due to the review of the DOMA
decision.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

 IRBIL, Iraq — The elderly and exhaust-
ed lie listless on thin mattresses strewn 
on concrete floors in a half-finished ware-
house — they are among thousands of Iraqi 
Christians who have fled Islamic State 
militants overrunning their towns, finding 
refuge in the Kurdish-controlled north.

In the Ankawa suburb of the Kurdish 
capital, Irbil, a makeshift camp for the dis-
placed has been established on four levels 
of a commercial building under construc-
tion behind a row of shops. At night, the 
hum of generators, smell of wood-burning 
stoves and low, diffuse light give the place 
a dystopian feel. 

The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees  estimates 200,000 people 
have fled to the Kurdish region since early 
August as the Islamic State  has expanded 
its territory, pushing to the edges of areas 
under Kurdish control.

Islamic State militants have been blamed 
for kidnapping and slaughtering people of 
non-Muslim faiths who refuse to convert to 
Islam, including Christians.  

Local churches have donated food and 
water.

Plastic tarpaulins with U.N. markings 
screen off sleeping areas and there is a row 
of latrines at one end of the building.

Martin Banni, 23, a seminarian with the 
Chaldean Catholic Church, who himself 
recently fled the Islamic State advance, is 
overseeing the camp at Ankawa, which is 
home to 1,000 families. Most came from 
Karemlash and Quaraqosh, two  Christian 
towns near Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest 
city, which the  Islamic State seized in June 
as Iraqi forces fled. 

The Christians started arriving two 
weeks ago, Banni said.

“They escaped with just their clothes 
and I.D. cards and money,” he said. “Many 
forgot important things. I escaped with 
just my clothes and passport.”

Those who fled feared beheading and 
rape by the Islamic State forces, he said.

 Nadeem Elijah, 38, was still in Karem-
lash when it was overrun by the Islamists 
and found himself trapped in his home with 
his mother and brother as armed militants 
roamed the streets.

Each day, Islamic State fighters came to 
the house and threatened the family if they 
didn’t convert to Islam, he said.  

Eventually, Elijah said,  they made a 
break for Irbil. When they reached the 
last Islamic State checkpoint on the road 
to Kurdish-controlled territory, militants 
confiscated all their money before letting 
them pass, he said.

Banni said America was partly respon-
sible for the  suffering, blaming Iraq’s in-
stability on the U.S. decision to disband 
the Iraqi army after the 2003 U.S. invasion 
to topple Saddam Hussein.  However, he 
added that the problems are also 
of Iraqis’ own making.

“We are many religions,” 
Banni said. “We fight about 
many things. We need to say 
we are Iraqis before anything 
else.”

Now, those displaced are hop-
ing America will save them,  he 
said.

“If she wants, she can do any-
thing,” he said of the United 
States. “She is the biggest power 
in the world.”

President Barack Obama au-
thorized airstrikes Aug. 7 in part 

to protect Yazidis, members of a religious 
sect, who were trapped on a mountain at 
Sinjar by Islamic State forces who flushed 
them from their homes. The strikes were 
also authorized to protect U.S. personnel in 
Irbil, as the militants advanced on Kurd-
ish-held territory. 

Last week, the U.S. expanded airstrikes 
to aid Kurdish and Iraqi forces as they 
pushed back against Islamic State fight-
ers, forcing them from the critical Mosul 
Dam.

The U.S. should continue to bomb Islam-
ic State targets until its fighters leave the 

Christian villages they have oc-
cupied and the displaced can go 
home, Banni said.

Amir Sulask Ben, a bank 
manager from Karakush,   fled 
to Irbil last week with his ex-
tended family and thousands of 
frightened neighbors ahead of 
the Islamic State advance, he 
said.

The townsfolk scattered, with 
some heading for nearby cities 
such as Dohuk and others cross-
ing the border into Turkey, he 
said.

Life for the displaced is hard.

“It’s too hot and there are many women
and children,” Ben said. “All of them are 
very tired.”

The U.N. refugee agency this week
began an airlift of aid into Irbil, where
the displaced are living rough in schools, 
mosques, churches and unfinished build-
ings similar to those  at Ankawa. 

Thousands of tents, plastic sheets, kitch-
en sets and jerry cans will also be trucked
into Kurdistan from Turkey and Iran,
UNHCR said.

An estimated 1.2 million Iraqis have
been uprooted since the start of the year, 
 including some 600,000 fleeing Islamic
State advances in Anbar province since
January, and 600,000 displaced in and
around Mosul and Sinjar since August,
UNHCR reported.

The U.N. is looking to set up more than 
a dozen  camps across Iraq with room for
140,000 people. The displaced have also
gathered in the provinces of Sulaymani-
yah, Diyala and Kirkuk and the Iraqi 
government has set up three centers for 
the displaced in Baghdad, according to 
UNHCR.

The swift advances by the Islamic State 
 were due in part to sectarian divisions in
Iraq, with many Sunnis disillusioned about
being shut out by the minority Shiite-led 
government initially throwing support to
the Islamic State fighters. 

Ben, the bank manager taking shelter at 
the Ankawa camp, said his family is split on
what to do. His wife wants to go home even-
tually, but he thinks they should leave Iraq 
— perhaps, try to join relatives in the U.S.

The experience has left him distrustful 
of his fellow countrymen.

“I suspect all Muslims are Daash,” he
said, referring to the Islamic State group 
by its Arabic acronym. 

The Islamic State group and its support-
ers blame Iraqi Christians for the Ameri-
can bombing campaign, he said.

But the U.S. should continue airstrikes 
against the militants, he said. 

“We want America to attack Daash,” he
said. “If no Americans attack, then Daash 
will stay. If no Americans attack, Daash
will be here [in Irbil] in 10 days.”
robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1

Thousands of destitute and fearful Christians hopeful the US will continue in Iraq

Displaced in Iraq
PHOTOS BY JOSHUA L. DEMOTTS/Stars and Stripes

Above: Martin Banni, center, a seminarian, is responsible for the Christian camp in Irbil, Iraq, which utilizes an unfinished building. Below: Displaced Iraqis find shelter in a 
sweltering unfinished commercial building in Irbil, Iraq, Aug. 20, 2014. They fled their homes in fear of the Islamic State’s advance in the Mosul region.
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FROM FRONT PAGE

“We had a combination of ... 
intelligence that was sufficient 
to enable us to act on it,” the of-
ficial  continued, and the military 
moved “very aggressively, very 
quickly to try and recover our 
citizens.”

The official said the effort “was 
not ultimately successful because 
the hostages were not present ... 
at the site of the operation.” Other 
officials said they were believed 
to have been there, but that they 
had been moved up to several 
weeks before the raid.

In an announcement following 
the initial publication Wednesday 
of details about the operation, the 
White House and Pentagon is-
sued statements confirming that 
President Barack Obama had 
authorized the mission following 
assessments that “these hostages 
were in danger with each passing 
day.”

The Islamic State on Tuesday 
released a video of Foley’s execu-
tion, which it said was in response 
to U.S. airstrikes in Iraq. Obama 
called the beheading “appalling” 
and “a brutal murder.”

 The failed operation “was con-
ducted by a joint force with virtu-
ally every service represented,” 
one of the senior officials said, 
including “special operators and 
aircraft both rotary and fixed 
wing,” with surveillance aircraft 
overhead.

That official said that there 
were a “good number” of militant 
casualties at the site, but that one 
U.S. servicemember received a 
“minor injury when one aircraft 
did take some fire.”

The two senior officials de-
clined to specify the location of 
the raid, whether the hostages 
had ever been there, the specific 
U.S. units that had taken part in 
the operation or how long they 
were on the ground. “It wasn’t an 
extraordinarily long period,” one 
said.

In a statement Wednesday 
night, National Security Council 
spokeswoman Caitlin Hayden 
said: “We never intended to dis-
close this operation. An overrid-

ing concern for the safety of the 
hostages and for operational se-
curity made it imperative that we 
preserve as much secrecy as pos-
sible. We only went public today 
when it was clear a number of 
media outlets were preparing to 
report on the operation and that 
we would have no choice but to 
acknowledge it.”

 Other current and former U.S. 
officials, who were not part of the 
briefing, said that Foley and oth-
ers were held at an eastern Syria 
site near Raqaa, a city that is held 
by Islamic State fighters.

The officials said that U.S. 
forces landed modified, heavily 
armed Black Hawk helicopters 
flown by the Army’s 160th Spe-
cial Operations Aviation Regi-
ment, which works with both the 
Army’s Delta Force and Navy 
SEAL commandos. The regiment 
is known as the “Night Stalkers.”

The current and former offi-
cials also said that unspecified 
materials belonging to the mili-
tants had been seized at the site 
of the raid.

Obama said Wednesday that 
the United States “will be vigilant 
and we will be relentless” against 
the Islamic State group and would 
“do what’s necessary to see that 
justice is done” to Foley’s killers.

 The U.S. Central Command 
said it had carried out 14 air-
strikes in northern Iraq near the 
Mosul Dam on Wednesday, fol-
lowing Foley’s execution . Obama 
authorized the airstrikes to aid 
Iraqi and Kurdish forces fighting 
the Islamic State, to help rescue 
besieged civilians, and to protect 
U.S. personnel and facilities in 
Iraq.

Since early June, Obama has 
sent about 800 U.S. troops to Iraq 
to assist in those missions. 

On Wednesday, the State De-
partment requested an additional 
300 to help protect the U.S. Em-
bassy in Baghdad and a consulate 
in Irbil, the capital of the north-
ern Kurdish region. 

A White House spokesman said 
no decision had been made on the 
request.

Foley, 40, was kidnapped in 

November 2012 while covering 
Syria’s civil war. According to 
his employer, the Boston-based 
website GlobalPost, he was held 
in eastern Syria with at least a 
dozen other captives, including 
other Western journalists, by 
British members of the Islamic 
State, which last week sent his 
family and employer an email 
threatening to kill him.

“We knew exactly where he 
was from the released hostages,” 
GlobalPost president and chief 
executive Philip Balboni said. 
“We knew that his immediate 

jailers were British jihadists.”
“There was talk of paying a 

ransom,” Balboni said. “I think 
the fact that others were released 
for money certainly gave us hope 
that a similar outcome could be 
effectuated for Jim.”

U.S. policy has long been op-
posed to paying ransom for 
hostages, although a number of 
European governments and com-
panies are believed to have paid 
for releases.

Six European journalists — 
two Spaniards and four French 
— believed to have been held by 

the Islamic State were released
last spring, although the circum-
stances of their freedom is not
known.

 In Britain on Wednesday,
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron cut short a family vacation
and returned to London to chair
emergency meetings on Iraq
and Syria, amid indications that
a British citizen was involved in 
Foley’s killing. 

In the video, his masked execu-
tioner speaks in English with what
sounds like a British accent. 

Rescue: Servicemember injured during mission to save hostages

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The State Depart-
ment has asked the Pentagon to send addi-
tional troops to Iraq to be stationed “in and 
around Baghdad” to protect diplomatic 
installations.

One official, who spoke to reporters on 
condition of anonymity, said that the num-
ber of personnel requested is fewer than 
300.

“Military planners are considering it” 
but no decisions have been made, the of-
ficial said.

The official could not provide a timeline 
for when the Pentagon would decide.

Another official told Stars and Stripes 
that the additional troops, if deployed, 
would go to the capital to provide extra 
security for the American Embassy and 
other facilities.

In recent months, U.S. officials have 

feared that the embassy, one of the largest 
in the world, could potentially come under 
threat from Islamic State militants.

There are about 850 American troops 
in Iraq, including 100 or so that are part 
of the long-standing Office of Security 
Cooperation.

In June, the Defense Department sent 
about 450 servicemembers to protect U.S. 
diplomatic facilities in Baghdad as well as 
the Baghdad International Airport, which 
could be used to evacuate American citi-
zens from Iraq if necessary.

The June deployment was precipitated 
by sweeping advances across Iraq by the 
Islamic State. Iraqi security forces, but-
tressed by Shiite militia, have so far been 
able to prevent significant numbers of mil-
itants from reaching the capital.

The official who spoke to reporters is not 
aware of any specific intelligence about 
imminent threats that might have prompt-
ed the State Department request.

Meanwhile, U.S. military aircraft are 
continuing to bomb Islamic State targets 
near the Mosul Dam.

American fighters, attack aircraft and 
drones conducted 14 strikes Wednesday 
and another six on Thursday against in-
surgent Humvees, improvised explosive 
device emplacements, mortars, and trucks 
in the area, according to U.S. Central 
Command.

All U.S. planes involved exited the area 
safely, CENTCOM said.

Since Aug. 8, when the Pentagon began 
bombing militant targets at the request of 
the Iraqi government, the U.S. military has 
carried out 90 strikes across the country. 
The majority of those have  occurred in 
recent days as the U.S. began providing 
air support to Iraqi military and Kurdish 
peshmerga forces operating on the ground 
against militants near the Mosul Dam, ac-
cording to CENTCOM.

Iraqi forces are now in control of the 

dam, according to DOD.
The latest rounds of airstrikes and the 

weighing of whether to send more troops 
to Iraq comes soon after the Islamic State
released a video Tuesday showing the ex-
ecution of American James Foley, a free-
lance journalist who previously worked for 
Stars and Stripes.

 The militants said the killing was in re-
taliation for recent U.S. military moves
against them, and they threatened to kill 
another American reporter who they have 
captured if the American military effort
continues.

  The official who spoke to reporters said 
Foley’s execution has not affected the scope 
of the American military campaign.

“There has been no change to the U.S.
military mission in Iraq,” according to the
official.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Extra troops to protect facilities around Baghdad
CRISIS IN IRAQ
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NATION

BY HEATH DRUZIN

Stars and Stripes

 FERGUSON, Mo. — Humvees 
at the Burger King, smoke gre-
nades in the street, police with 
assault rifles — just a few of the 
atypical sights in this small, trou-
bled Midwestern town.

There’s no Taliban,  and pro-
testers aren’t planting IEDs. But 
military uniforms and weaponry 
used by police and the presence of 
the National Guard in a suburban 
confrontation zone seemed more 
appropriate to military outposts 
in Afghanistan than a suburb of 
St. Louis, with its leafy streets and 
Target Supercenter.

On Thursday, Gov. Jay Nixon 
ordered the National Guard to 
begin a “systematic withdrawal” 
from Ferguson. He didn’t say how 
soon the withdrawal would be 
complete and presumably local 
police armed with Pentagon sur-
plus weapons and battle rattle will 
remain.

On the eve of Nixon’s order, sol-
diers in uniform stood guard in a 
Ferguson mall parking lot serving 
as a military and police command 
center.

Some were recently back from 
Afghanistan, surprised to be 
called to duty so close to home to 
help quell riots sparked by a white 
policeman fatally shooting an un-
armed black teen. Shoppers looked 
on curiously as they strolled by, 
pushing shopping carts into the 
Target store.

“It’s odd, but we swore to defend 
the country against enemies, for-
eign and domestic,” said a Mis-
souri National Guard sergeant, 
who declined to give his name be-
cause the Guard warned soldiers 
not to talk to the media.

Another Guardsman said he had 
served in Iraq “so it’s weird to be 
called out here.” He spoke before 
being interrupted by a public af-
fairs officer, who told him he was 
not allowed to be interviewed.

As in Afghanistan, the military 
is working hard to manage the 
message. The Missouri National 
Guard denied Stars and Stripes an 
“embed,” the term used for jour-
nalists covering military units in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

“It’s an unprecedented op-
eration,” said Missouri National 
Guard spokeswoman Maj. Tammy 
Spicer.

 Managing the media
It all started with the shooting 

of Michael Brown. The circum-
stances remain murky, but his 
death sparked more than a week 
of protests, which morphed into 
violence with looting, a gas sta-
tion being destroyed and police 
reporting heavy incoming gun-
fire Monday. While the chaos has 
mostly been contained in a half-

mile stretch of road, tensions re-
main high with no end in sight.

The shooting, the riots and the 
militarized police response in the 
St. Louis suburb of 21,000 have 
sparked a national debate about 
race and police tactics, prompt-
ing Attorney General Eric Holder 
to visit Wednesday.

Mike O’Connell, spokesman for 
the Missouri Department of Pub-
lic Safety, said numbers of troops 
or police officers were not being 
released.

“We know people are watch-
ing,” he said. “If we say we have 
100 officers, they will send 100 
protesters, etc.”

As of press time, it appeared 
there were only a few dozen 
Guardsmen around the command 
center.

After a Missouri state trooper 
shouted at a Stars and Stripes 
reporter for taking photos in the 
parking lot command center, Spic-
er said the concern stemmed from 
threats to the post.

“They’re worried people taking 
photos could be casing the place for 
an attack,” she said in a statement 
that could have easily referred to a 
base in Afghanistan preparing for 
an insurgent assault.

 Limited mission
The American Civil Liberties 

Union and others have sharply 
criticized the state of emergency 
declared by Missouri Gov. Jay 
Nixon, which suspends certain 
constitutional rights, and the call-
up of the National Guard.

Nixon called it necessary “to 
protect the citizens of Ferguson.”

“Given these deliberate, coor-
dinated and intensifying violent 
attacks on lives and property 
in Ferguson, I am directing the 
highly capable men and women 
of the Missouri National Guard to 
assist Colonel Ron Replogle and 
the Unified Command in restor-
ing peace and order to this com-
munity,” Nixon’s statement said.

The soldiers have a very limited 
mission, at least for now. A state-
ment said they are solely there 
to protect the command center, 
manned mostly by local and state 
police who so far are more heav-
ily armed than the troops.

At night, when the protesters 
have come out in force, the po-
lice have shown up in helmets 
and heavy bulletproof vests more 
reminiscent of soldiers. Many 
carried automatic rifles and stood 
by heavy armored vehicles.

‘Intimidation tactics’
Residents of Ferguson have 

mixed feelings about the presence 
of uniformed troops, and many 
expressed dismay at police using 

military tactics and weaponry. 
Some said they feared a massacre 
once the Guard was called, with 
echoes of the Kent State Univer-
sity shootings of 1970, when Na-
tional Guard troops opened fire 
on unarmed protesters, killing 
four.

“All that show of force is just 
to have intimidation tactics, and 
it’s just because they think black 
people will back down,” said Reg-
gie Harris, 37, a Ferguson resi-
dent who has participated in the 

protests.
A short drive from the protests, 

the Corner Coffee House seemed 
a world away, with guests quietly 
sipping coffee and reading the 
morning paper — plastered, of 
course, with coverage of the town. 

Chris Shanahan was selling 
“I Love Ferg” T-shirts to raise 
money for a local charity and re-
build pride in his town. He said 
he was deeply upset at seeing sol-
diers roll into his community, but 
understood something had to be 

done.
“I almost cried but I don’t think

anyone had an answer,” he said.
“How else do you resolve what
has been going on?”

Peering out at the protest zone,
Ferguson resident Carmelita Wil-
liams summed up the feelings of
many around the country.

“Here in the United States?! I 
couldn’t believe it. I guess I didn’t
want to believe it.”
druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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Missouri National Guard soldiers watch the entrance to a mall parking lot that has turned into a police 
and military command center in Ferguson, Mo.  Thursday afternoon, Gov. Jay Nixon ordered the Missouri 
National Guard to start withdrawing from Ferguson.

 BY ALAN SCHER ZAGIER

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — To reassure the 
people of Ferguson, Attorney 
General Eric Holder reached 
into his own past, recalling the 
times he had been stopped by 
police officers who seemed to 
target him because of his race.

On a visit to the St. Louis sub-
urb that has endured more than 
a week of unrest, Holder sought 
to build confidence in the in-
vestigation into the death of the 
black 18-year-old who was shot 
by a white officer. The trip also 
underscored the priority to the 
Obama administration of civil 
rights in general and the Mi-
chael Brown case in particular.

The attorney general said 
Wednesday that he understands 
why many black Americans do 
not trust police and that he has 
experienced many of the same 
frustrations. He described 
being stopped twice on the New 
Jersey Turnpike and accused of 
speeding. Police searched his 
car, looking through the trunk 
and under the seats.

“I remember how humiliating 
that was and how angry I was 
and the impact it had on me,” 
Holder said during a meeting 
with about 50 community lead-
ers at the Florissant campus of 
St. Louis Community College.

Once while living in the 
Georgetown neighborhood of 
Washington, Holder was run-

ning to catch a movie with his 
cousin when a squad car rolled 
up and flashed its lights at the 
pair. The officer yelled, “Where 
are you going? Hold it!” Holder 
recalled.

His cousin “started mouth-
ing off,” and Holder urged him 
to be quiet.

“We negotiate the whole 
thing, and we walk to our movie. 
At the time that he stopped me, 
I was a federal prosecutor. I 
wasn’t a kid,” he said.

Holder also met with federal 
officials investigating Brown’s 
Aug. 9 death and with Brown’s 
parents. Before getting briefed 
at the local FBI headquarters, 
he said he hoped the visit would 
“have a calming influence” on 
the area.

In addition, the attorney gen-
eral met briefly with Missouri 
State Highway Patrol Capt. 
Ron Johnson, who has been in 
charge of security in Ferguson 
for nearly a week. The National 
Guard is also helping to keep 
the peace.

Asked whether he had confi-
dence in the local investigation 
of the police officer, Johnson 
said Holder’s presence “is a 
guarantee on that.”

In nearby Clayton, a grand 
jury began hearing evidence 
to determine whether the offi-
cer, Darren Wilson, should be 
charged in Brown’s death. A 
spokesman for St. Louis Coun-
ty Prosecutor Bob McCulloch 

said there was no timeline for 
the process, but it could take 
weeks.

 On Wednesday, police said 
an officer had been suspended 
for pointing a semi-automatic 
assault rifle at demonstrators, 
then cursing and threatening 
to kill one of them. A protester 
captured the exchange on video 
Tuesday and posted it to You-
Tube and other websites.

Some protesters returned 
to the streets Wednesday eve-
ning but in diminished num-
bers. They marched around a 
single block as a thunderstorm 
filled the sky with lightning and 
dumped rain. Police still stood 
guard, but many wore regular 
uniforms rather than riot gear.

Johnson said there were six 
arrests, compared with 47 the 
previous night, and called it “a 
very good night.” Johnson also 
said the visit by Holder let peo-
ple know their voices had been 
heard.

 Holder said the Obama ad-
ministration has been work-
ing to achieve change through 
the Justice Department’s civil 
rights division.

“The same kid who got 
stopped on the New Jersey 
freeway is now the attorney 
general of the United States,” 
he added. “This country is ca-
pable of change. But change 
doesn’t happen by itself.” 

Holder shares personal experiences 

Ferguson an 
‘unprecedented’ 
tour for Guard
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BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Defense broke the law 
when it traded Army Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl for five Taliban prison-
ers in May, the Government Ac-
countability Office said in a legal 
opinion issued Thursday.

The de-
partment 
did not noti-
fy members 
of Congress 
in advance 
of the trade 
as required 
by law and 
used money 
not intended 
for moving 
prisoners 
from the United States mili-
tary prison at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, according to the govern-
ment audit agency.

The legal opinion was re-
quested earlier this summer 
by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee after lawmakers ac-
cused military leaders and the 
Obama administration of leaving 

them out of the loop on a swap 
that freed five Taliban combat-
ants captured during the war in 
Afghanistan. 

“We conclude that DOD vio-
lated [the law] because it did not 
notify the relevant congressio-
nal committees at least 30 days 
in advance of the transfer,” the 
GAO opinion said.

Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel sent emails and made 
phone calls to congressional 
leaders on May 31, the day of the 
prisoner swap.

The GAO said the DOD also 
violated the Antideficiency Act, 
which prohibits federal agen-
cies from spending more money 
than has been appropriated, by 
using $988,400 to pick up Berg-
dahl in Afghanistan and transfer 
the Taliban to Qatar, where they 
must remain for a year as part of 
the deal.

Bergdahl had been held 
since June 30, 2009, when he 
disappeared from his post in 
Paktika province in eastern 
Afghanistan . 
Tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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Restrictions delay F-35 software testing
 BY TONY CAPACCIO

 Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Flight re-
strictions on Lockheed Martin’s 
F-35 are hampering the Penta-
gon’s ability to conduct the soft-
ware tests the plane must pass 
before it can be declared combat-
ready by next July, according to 
the Pentagon’s weapons-testing 
office.

The start of rigorous in-flight 
testing on the initial software for 
the Marine Corps version of the 
fighter is already five months late, 
and may be further delayed by 
the flight restrictions imposed on 
the 20 test aircraft and 79 train-
ing jets after an engine fire on an 
Air Force F-35 on June 23.

“Many test points remain 
blocked or difficult to achieve be-
cause” of the flight restrictions, 
Jennifer Elzea, a spokeswoman 
for Pentagon director of opera-
tional testing Michael Gilmore, 

said in an emailed statement. 
“This may cause further delays 
in completing” testing of the soft-
ware, she said.

The Defense Department ini-
tially grounded the entire fleet 
of 99 F-35s made by Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Lockheed after 
a fire in a plane at Eglin Air Force 
Base in Florida forced the pilot to 
abort a takeoff.

The directive was later eased to 
imposing a limit on airspeed and 
requiring an inspection of the en-
gines, made by United Technolo-
gies Corp.’s Pratt & Whitney unit, 
after every three hours of flight. 
Last week, that was further re-
laxed to permit test aircraft to 
fly six hours between engine in-
spections when evaluating aerial 
refueling and weapons delivery 
capabilities, Elzea said.

The progress of the Marine 
Corps version, the most complex 
of the three models in the $398.6 

billion program, has drawn in-
ternational attention. Britain and
Italy have committed to buying 
the version, the F-35B, which is
designed for short takeoffs and
vertical landings on fields and
aircraft carriers.

Software is crucial to deliver-
ing the promised capabilities of
the F-35 and operating its naviga-
tion, communications and target-
ing systems. Each plane will have 
more than 8 million lines of code
once deployed, more than any
previous U.S. or allied jet.

The software for the Marine 
version of the F-35, known as 2B, 
is undergoing verification on test
aircraft to confirm that it meets 
contract specifications. The sec-
ond phase of more rigorous soft-
ware testing has been scheduled
to start in October, five months
later than planned, according to a
June 17 Pentagon software review
that was required by Congress. 

DEVIN DOSKEY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

The first F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter ever to land at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, arrived Sept. 13.  

Japan likely to expand 
support for US military

 The Yomiuri Shimbun

TOKYO — The Japanese gov-
ernment will likely expand the 
Self-Defense Forces’ support for 
U.S. forces to include the provi-
sion of arms and ammunition as 
well as airborne refueling to the 
U.S. military’s fighter jets in the 
event of contingencies surround-
ing Japan but before Japan exer-
cises its right to self-defense, The 
Yomiuri Shimbun has learned. 
That policy will be incorporated 
in an interim report the govern-
ment is scheduled to issue next 
month on revisions to the Japan-
U.S. Defense Cooperation Guide-
lines, according to sources.

Current guidelines do not ap-
prove those support activities by 
the SDF. The revision — which 
reflects July’s Cabinet approval 
of the government’s views on se-
curity — will enable the SDF to 
give logistic support to U.S. forc-
es in the event of an emergency 
on the Korean Peninsula.

The law on contingencies in 
areas surrounding Japan, which 
was formulated based on the 
current guidelines, restricts the 
SDF to providing logistical sup-
port for U.S. forces only in rear 
areas. While the contingencies 
law allows the SDF to supply U.S. 
forces with water and fuel and 
offer medical treatment to the in-
jured, it does not permit refueling 
and maintenance work for U.S. 
fighter jets preparing for combat, 
even in rear areas, for fear that 
such support could be construed 

as being integrated with the use 
of force by the U.S. military.

Under its new views on secu-
rity, which allow limited exercise 
of the right of collective self-de-
fense, the government believes 
no problem would arise if SDF 
support activities are carried out 
in areas other than places where 
other countries are actually en-
gaged in battle, the sources said. 
The government reportedly in-
tends to review its current system 
of allowing support activities only 
in “rear areas” it would set up 
afar from battlegrounds.

In the scheduled revision of the 
guidelines, the Japanese and U.S. 
governments have been discuss-
ing whether to stipulate an expan-
sion of SDF support activities for 
U.S. forces in areas where fight-
ing is not taking place, according 
to the sources. 

In the event of emergencies on 
the Korean Peninsula and other 
places, the government plans to 
enable the SDF to provide the 
U.S. military with arms and am-
munition as well as airborne refu-
eling to the U.S. military’s fighter 
jets in addition to the provision 
of transportation and supplies in 
areas close to combat zones, the 
sources said.

By boosting support for U.S. 
forces, the government hopes to 
maintain the deterrence of the 
Japan-U.S. alliance even though 
the U.S. government is cutting its 
defense budget.  

GAO: Bergdahl
swap violated law

Bergdahl
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Supreme Court 
puts Va. same-sex 
marriages on hold

 BY ROBERT BARNES

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday 
stopped Virginia officials from 
issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, putting on hold 
a lower-court ruling that said the 
unions could start Thursday.

The court stayed a decision by 
a panel of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 4th Circuit, which 
on July 28 agreed with a district 
judge’s ruling that Virginia’s ban 
is unconstitutional. The same 
panel declined last week to delay 
its ruling.

The Supreme Court’s action 
was expected. Its one-paragraph 
order came without noted dis-
sent from any of the nine justices 
and was consistent with its deci-
sion granting a stay in Utah, an-
other state where a ban was found 
unconstitutional.

The decision indicates that the 
high court wants additional lower 
courts to weigh in instead of giv-
ing what might be construed as 
implied approval of an unbroken 
string of federal court decisions 
striking down state bans on same-
sex marriages.

Virginia clerks and clergy had 
begun preparing for a stream of 
same-sex couples seeking mar-
riage licenses. But the order 
brought an abrupt halt to those 
preparations, which included new 
state forms that substituted the 
word “spouses” for “bride and 
groom.”

In Arlington County, Circuit 
Court Clerk Paul Ferguson had 
redeployed staff to help process 
licenses and set aside a jury room 

for an overflow crowd. The group 
People of Faith for Equality in 
Virginia had lined up more than 
50 clergy to be on hand at court-
houses Thursday morning to 
officiate.

The Supreme Court stepped 
in after defenders of the law and 
Virginia Attorney General Mark 
Herring, a Democrat, asked for a 
stay. Herring believes the law is 
unconstitutional and joined those 
challenging it, but he said it would 
be disruptive to allow marriag-
es to begin before the Supreme 
Court decided the ultimate ques-
tion of whether state bans violate 
the U.S. Constitution.

Herring said in a conference 
call with reporters that he knew 
the action was disappointing to 
same-sex couples, but that he was 
“going to fight as hard as I can” 
to get the Supreme Court to agree 
to decide the ultimate question 
of whether states are prohibited 
from withholding the fundamental 
right to marry from gay couples.

Challengers of the Virginia 
ban and supporters of the voter-
 approved measures restricting 
marriage to a man and a woman 
have asked the court to use Vir-
ginia as a test case to decide the 
issue.

In the order, the justices said 
only that the stay would remain in 
effect until they decided whether 
to take the Virginia case. If so, 
the stay would remain in place 
until the court rendered a final 
decision.

The court could consider as 
early as next month whether to 
accept the Virginia case, but there 
is no deadline for a decision.  

Texas Gov. Perry enters not-guilty plea
 BY PAUL J. WEBER 

AND WILL WEISSERT

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas  — Republican 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry has formal-
ly pleaded not guilty to criminal 
charges of leveraging his power to 
try to oust a Democratic district 
attorney convicted of drunken 
driving, according to court docu-
ments obtained Wednesday.

The potential 2016 presiden-
tial candidate entered his plea in 
a Travis County court filing. He 
also waived an arraignment that 
had been set for Friday.

The waiver was no surprise 

given that Perry has signaled 
no intention of letting the felony 
charges interrupt  a busy travel 
schedule to court Republican 
voters.

The governor has dismissed the 
case as a political ploy, laughing 
off concerns that it could be poten-
tially unflattering as he strongly 
considers a second presidential 
run. Many top national conserva-
tives are lining up to support him, 
including some potential future 
White House rivals.

Perry’s plea was filed with the 
court late Tuesday, shortly after 
the longest-serving governor in 

Texas history was fingerprinted
and had his mug shot taken. He 
tweeted a picture of himself stop-
ping for vanilla ice cream on the 
way back from his booking.

 Perry was indicted last week on
charges of coercion and official
oppression for vetoing $7.5 mil-
lion for the state public integrity
unit, which investigates wrongdo-
ing by elected officials and is run
by the Travis County district at-
torney’s office. Perry threatened 
the veto if the county’s Democrat-
ic district attorney, Rosemary 
Lehmberg, stayed in office after 
a drunken-driving conviction. 

 BY JASON MILLMAN

The Washington Post

The recent theft of 4.5 million 
medical records by Chinese hack-
ers highlights one undeniable 
truth about health care data: It’s 
valuable, and bad people want it. 

In this latest incident, hackers 
reportedly stole personal data 
from Community Health Sys-
tems patients, including their 
Social Security numbers, which 
is an especially coveted piece of 
information if you want to steal 
someone’s identity. Thankfully 
for the patients, medical data and 
credit card numbers  apparently 
were not stolen.

The overall number of health 
care data breaches is striking. 
Since 2009, when tough fed-
eral mandates began requir-
ing more thorough reporting of 
those breaches, the Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
database has tracked 944 major 

incidents affecting personal in-
formation from about 30.1 mil-
lion people. A majority of those 
records are tied to theft (17.4 mil-
lion people), followed by data loss 
(7.2 million people), hacking (3.6 
million people) and unauthor-
ized access (1.9 million people), 
according to a Washington Post 
analysis of HHS data.

These numbers don’t include 
the Community Health Systems 
data breach.

There are also many more inci-
dents of smaller-scale breaches. 
In 2012, for example, HHS re-
ceived 21,194 reports of smaller 
breaches affecting 165,135 peo-
ple, according to the department’s 
most recent report to Congress. 
Similar numbers were reported 
in 2011. In all, data breaches cost 
the industry $5.6 billion each 
year, estimates the Ponemon In-
stitute, a security firm.

Health care data seems to be 

increasingly targeted, account-
ing for 43 percent of major data 
breaches reported in 2013, ac-
cording to the Identity Theft 
Resource Center. That’s the 
first time the health care sector 
topped the group’s annual list, 
and it’s on the same pace for 2014, 
according to the nonprofit group. 
The ITRC says the recent jump 
in health care breaches could be 
the result of tougher reporting 
requirements.

 A data breach doesn’t neces-
sarily mean a patient is at risk 
of identity theft — a reportable 
breach could occur when some-
one loses a laptop with patient 
data, or some patient records are 
tossed into a dumpster. However, 
a 2013 report from the Javelin 
security firm found that about 25 
percent of people who received 
data breach notices of any kind 
(not just health care) eventually 
became victims of identity theft. 

Health records attract efforts by hackers
Attacks on health care 
fail in first election test

 Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Repub-
licans seeking to unseat the 
Senate incumbent in North 
Carolina have cut in half the 
portion of their top issue ads 
citing the health care act, a 
sign that the party’s favorite 
attack against Democrats is 
losing its punch.

The shift — also taking place 
in competitive states such as 
Arkansas and Louisiana — 
shows Republicans are easing 
off their strategy of criticizing 
Democrats over the Afford-
able Care Act now that many 
Americans are benefiting 

from the law and the measure 
is unlikely to be repealed.

“The Republican Party is 
realizing you can’t really hang 
your hat on it,” said Andrew 
Taylor, a political science pro-
fessor at North Carolina State 
University. “It just isn’t the 
kind of issue it was.”

The party had been counting 
on anti-health care sentiment 
to spur Republican turnout 
in its quest for a U.S. Senate 
majority, just as the issue did 
when the party took the House 
in 2010. This election is the 
first since the law was fully 
implemented. 

Soggy stroll
A woman hurries through the rain Wednesday on Western Kentucky University’s campus in Bowling 
Green, Ky.  

AUSTIN ANTHONY, THE (BOWLING GREEN, KY.) DAILY NEWS/AP
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Hearing set in Amish girls’ 
kidnapping, sex abuse in NY

 BY MICHAEL VIRTANEN

The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y.  — A woman ac-
cused along with her boyfriend of 
abducting two young Amish sis-
ters from a farm stand and sexu-
ally abusing them is due in court 
for a preliminary hearing.

Nicole Vaisey, 25, was expected 
to be in court Thursday.

The couple from Hermon were 
arrested  Aug. 15, accused of ab-
ducting the 7-year-old and 12-
year-old sisters from the family’s 
rural farm stand near the Cana-
dian border. The sisters turned 

up the next night at the door of a 
house 15 miles from their home.

St. Lawrence County Dis-
trict Attorney Mary Rain said 
last week that they were sexu-
ally abused and other charges are 
likely.

Vaisey’s lawyer said she was the 
victim of an abusive relationship.

“She was in a master-slave re-
lationship,” with  boyfriend Ste-
phen Howells Jr., 39, said attorney 
Bradford Riendeau. “I believe 
she’s not as culpable as he is.”

Howells waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and his case 
will go straight to a grand jury. 

There was no answer late Tues-
day at the county public defend-
er’s office, which is representing 
Howells.

The couple  are in jail without 
bail.

The Associated Press gener-
ally does not identify victims of 
sexual abuse and is not naming 
the girls.

St. Lawrence County Sheriff 
Kevin Wells said the couple were 
prowling for easy targets and may 
have planned to abduct other chil-
dren. He said the girls were able 
to provide details to investigators 
about their time in captivity. 

Last 4 hostages freed in 
suburban Chicago standoff

 The Associated Press

HARVEY, Ill.  — About two 
dozen heavily armed law enforce-
ment officers stormed a home 
in Chicago’s southern suburbs 
Wednesday to free four remain-
ing hostages and captured two 
suspects, ending a 20-hour stand-
off that police say began as a rob-
bery attempt.

Two women and two children 
were freed midmorning from the 
home in the small city of Harvey, 
with the captors at one point fir-
ing through a second-floor door 
as officers rushed toward it down 
a hallway, said Cook County Sher-
iff Tom Dart.

Footage shot by a TV news heli-
copter showed officers with body 
armor, shields and rifles rushing 
toward the home from two direc-
tions and sweeping in through the 
front door as other officers aimed 
weapons and took cover near two 
large armored vehicles parked 

out front.
Four children had been freed

overnight after hours of talks and
the hostage-takers were given
cigarettes in exchange, Dart said.

The decision to send armed of-
ficers in came after nearly contin-
uous negotiations, during which
the hostage-takers intermittently 
issued threats, saying “they were 
going to kill the kids … to kill 
everybody,” the sheriff told The 
Associated Press in a phone in-
terview later Wednesday.

“It was a roller-coaster ride,”
said Dart, who had been on the 
scene during the all-night talks.
“It went from idle chatter to
threats, then back to idle chatter
to threats again.”

The shots through the door
missed officers running up stairs
and down the hallway, and offi-
cers immediately broke through
the door and managed to subdue 
the hostage-takers, Dart said. 

Mystery pair in 
selfies sought 
after burglary

 The Associated Press

SANTA CLARITA, Calif.  — Would burglars be 
dumb enough to post selfies on their victim’s cloud 
account?

That’s what Los Angeles County Sheriff’s investi-
gators are trying to determine.

Detectives on Wednesday released photos of a 
man and a woman that mysteriously appeared on 
a Santa Clarita woman’s online account days after 
thieves broke into her home through a window and 
ransacked the place.

The crooks stole cash and either her cellphone or 
tablet, Deputy Joshua Dubin said.

The photos, apparently taken with the stolen de-
vice, were uploaded to the woman’s account after 
the July 30 break-in, he said. They show a smiling 
man with short, dark hair, a smiling woman with 
longer, brownish hair, thickly painted eyebrows and 
heavy mascara, and a shot of the two together pos-
ing on a pillow.

The victim doesn’t know the pair, who are consid-
ered “persons of interest,” and investigators want to 
talk to them, Dubin said.

“Did they buy stolen property? I don’t know. Or 
are they the residential burglary suspects?” Dubin 
said. “There needs to be an explanation as to why 
their selfies are showing up on this person’s cloud 
account.” 

Poll: Backing 
for Common 
Core declining

 BY T. REES SHAPIRO

The Washington Post

 WASHINGTON — A year ago, 
the term Common Core meant 
little to the American public. But 
today, a vast majority of people in 
the country are familiar with the 
nationwide educational standards 
and most of them oppose the ini-
tiative touted by the Obama ad-
ministration, a new survey shows.

The results of an annual poll by 
Gallup and the Phi Delta Kappa 
educators’ organization provide 
more evidence that support for the 
Common Core State Standards, 
originally adopted by 46 states 
and the District of Columbia, has 
faded in recent years. The survey 
showed that those who opposed 
the standards thought that the 
Common Core will hurt teach-
ers’ ability to craft lessons that 
they think will be best for the stu-
dents. The latest survey results 
echo findings from other polls on 
Common Core support.

“It’s pretty apparent that the 
Common Core has become a po-
larizing term,” said Terry Holli-
day, the education commissioner 
of Kentucky, which was among 
the first states to adopt the stan-
dards in 2010.

The wide-ranging survey also 
showed that trust in the nation’s 
public school system has evapo-
rated, as a consistent majority of 
Americans approve of charter 

schools that operate independent-
ly of state regulations. 

Overall, more than 70 percent of
Americans give President Barack
Obama a C, D or F grade in his
support to public schools, the low-
est rating he has received on the 
poll since he took office in 2009.

Survey participants said that
the top issue facing public schools 
is a lack of financial support, while
concern about discipline issues or
crime in schools is dropping.

Respondents also said that they
placed more trust in their local
school boards when it comes to
educational policy issues than 
they trust the federal government.
The survey showed the Obama ad-
ministration influence waning as
many Americans believe that the
federal government should play a
smaller role in public education.

On average, respondents said
they thought highly of their neigh-
borhood schools. But the poll 
showed that  nearly 80 percent of 
Americans disapprove of the na-
tion’s public schools at large.

The poll also showed that 68
percent of public school parents 
believed that standardized tests
are not helpful for teachers mea-
suring student achievement.

The poll also showed over-
whelming support for Advanced
Placement and International 
Baccalaureate exams and college
entrance tests such as the SAT 
and the ACT. 

MELANIE KIMBLER-LAGO, WATERTOWN (N.Y.) DAILY TIMES/AP

New York State Police crime scene investigators look through documents   at the home of suspected 
kidnappers Stephen Howells II and Nicole F. Vaisey  in Hermon, N.Y., on  Aug. 14. 

COURTESY OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT/AP

T wo people appear in an undated selfie portrait 
found on the cloud account of a Southern 
California burglary victim. 
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 BY IBRAHIM BARZAK
AND PETER ENAV

The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip  — An 
Israeli airstrike in Gaza killed 
three senior Hamas military 
commanders Thursday, deliver-
ing a likely blow to the organiza-
tion’s morale and highlighting the 
long reach of Israel’s intelligence 
services.

The strike marked a further es-
calation in fighting after Egyptian 
efforts to end the war collapsed 
earlier this week, and signaled no 
end in sight for violence that has 
killed more than 2,000 Palestin-
ians and 67 Israelis.

The pre-dawn strike leveled 
a four-story house in a densely 
populated neighborhood of the 
southern town of Rafah, killing 
six people, including the three se-
nior Hamas commanders.

Israel said the trio had played 
a key role in expanding Hamas’ 
military capabilities in recent 
years, including digging attack 
tunnels leading to Israel, training 
fighters and smuggling weapons 
to Gaza.

Thousands of Palestinians 
marched through Rafah in a fu-
neral procession Thursday after-
noon firing guns, waving flags 
of different militant groups and 
chanting religious slogans. Those 
killed were carried aloft through 
the crowd on stretchers, wrapped 

in green Hamas flags.
Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas 

spokesman, said Israel “will not 
succeed in breaking the will of 
our people or weaken the resis-
tance,” and that Israel “will pay 
the price.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu praised the “supe-
rior intelligence” of the Shin Bet 
security service and the military’s 
“precise execution” of the attack.

An Israeli defense official said 
that tens of thousands of reserve 
soldiers would be called up for 
duty later Thursday. The official 
spoke anonymously as he is not 
allowed to brief the media. About 
2,000 reservists who were sent 
home about two weeks ago, when 
the violence appeared to have 
subsided, were called back for 
service on Wednesday.

The killing of the three Hamas 
commanders will likely buy Ne-
tanyahu some time as the Israeli 
public becomes increasingly im-
patient with the government’s 
inability to halt rocket fire from 
Gaza.

Gaza police and witnesses said 
several missiles hit the four-story 
building. Israel and Hamas identi-
fied the three commanders killed 
in the 3 a.m. airstrike as Moham-
med Abu Shamaleh, Raed Attar 
and Mohammed Barhoum.

In pinpointing the whereabouts 
of the Hamas commanders, Isra-

el likely relied to some extent on 
local informers. Israel has main-
tained a network of informers de-
spite its withdrawal from Gaza in 
2005, in some cases using black-
mail or the lure of exit permits to 
win cooperation.

Al Majd, a website linked to the 
Hamas security services, said 
Thursday that seven suspected 
informers were arrested in recent 
days and that three were killed 
“after the completion of the revo-
lutionary procedures against 
them.”

It was the second time during 
the Gaza war that the website an-
nounced suspected informers had 
been killed by Hamas.

The Rafah attack came a day 
after an apparent Israeli attempt 
to kill the top Hamas military 
leader, Mohammed Deif, in an 
airstrike on a house in Gaza City. 
Deif’s wife and an infant son were 
killed in that strike, but the on 
Hamas military wing said Deif 
was not in the targeted home at 
the time.

The body of his daughter, 5-
year-old Sara Deif, was recov-
ered from underneath the rubble 
on Thursday, the Gaza Health 
Ministry said.

The back-to-back targeting of 
top Hamas military leaders came 
after indirect Israel-Hamas nego-
tiations in Cairo on a sustainable 

truce broke down Tuesday. Gaza 
militants resumed rocket fire on
Israel, even before the formal end
of a six-day truce.

Since then, Gaza militants have
fired dozens more rockets, and 
Israeli aircraft have struck doz-
ens of targets in Gaza, dimming
prospects for a resumption of the
talks.

For now, the sides are sticking
to unbridgeable demands. Hamas
is demanding an end to an Israe-
li-Egypt blockade of Gaza. Israel,
unwilling to grant Hamas any 
major concession it could claim
as a victory in the six-week war, is 
demanding that Hamas disarm 

 BY NATALIYA VASILYEVA

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine  — Parts of eastern 
Ukraine were wracked by fierce fighting 
Thursday as government troops sought to 
snatch back territory from separatist reb-
els, while a Russian aid convoy to the hard-
hit city of Luhansk began to make tentative 
steps toward its destination.

Russia has been trying to send in more 
than 200 trucks carrying what it says is hu-
manitarian aid to help civilians in Luhansk, 
but Ukraine fears the move is a ploy to aid 
the pro-Russia separatists. 

The convoy has been held up at the bor-
der for a week in a dispute over the condi-
tions under which Ukraine will let in the 
Russian trucks.

Ukraine has accused Russia of arm-
ing and supporting the separatists since 
fighting began in mid-April, which Russia 
denies.

Some Russian aid trucks began the pro-
cess of clearing customs at the Russian 
border next to a rebel-held border post in 
eastern Ukraine, the Ukrainian border 
guard service said.

Ukrainian troops have made significant 
advances into rebel-held territory this 

week in a conflict that has already claimed 
more than 2,000 lives and forced more than 
340,000 people to flee their homes .

Fighting was still reported Thursday in 
Luhansk, a day after the government said it 
had captured much of the rebel stronghold 
12 miles from the Russian border, Andriy 

Lysenko, spokesman for the Ukrainian Na-
tional Security Council,  said in Kiev.

 Meanwhile, five troops were killed and 
two civilians died in the past 24 hours in 
rebel-held areas, authorities said. That fol-
lowed more than 50 deaths in the region 
Wednesday. 

 The Associated Press

MOSCOW  — Russian news agen-
cies reported Thursday that the 
country’s food safety agency will 
conduct checks on McDonald’s res-
taurants in the Urals following food 
safety complaints, a day after four 
branches of the chain were shuttered 
in Moscow.

Natalya Lukyantseva, an official 
in the Sverdlovsk regional office of 
the agency, told RIA Novosti and In-
terfax that unplanned checks were 
being carried out in a number of 
restaurants after residents voiced 
safety concerns. 

The inspections come one day 
after the agency, known in Russian 
as Rospotrebnadzor, ordered four 
Moscow-based restaurants to sus-
pend operations, citing “numerous” 
sanitary law breaches.

One of those restaurants, on Mos-
cow’s central Pushkin Square, was 
the first to open in the Soviet Union 
in 1990, drawing crowds of thou-
sands that circled around the block .

Israeli airstrike
kills 3 senior
Hamas leaders

Russia targets
McDonald’s

Ukraine fight rages as convoy advances

KHALIL HAMRA/AP

A Palestinian man chants angry slogans as rescue workers search for victims under the rubble of a 
house destroyed in Israeli strikes in the Rafah refugee camp, Southern Gaza Strip, on Thursday . Three 
senior Hamas military commander were reported killed in the strike.

SERGEI GRITS/AP

People draw up documents for border crossing at a border control point with Ukraine 
in the Russian town of Donetsk, Rostov-on-Don region, Russia, on Thursday  as fighting 
in Ukraine continues. 
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MAX BECHERER, THE WASHINGTON POST/Polaris Images

Shafqat Malik, head of the police Bomb Disposal Unit in the Pakistani province of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, fills out reports and inspects evidence in Peshawar, Pakistan.

MAX BECHERER, THE WASHINGTON POST/Polaris Images

Abdul Raheem, a member of the police Bomb Dispoal Unit in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, displays a bomb’s timer in 
Peshawar, Pakistan last month.

Violence 
keeps bomb 
disposal 
expert busy

Booming 
business

WORLD

 BY TIM CRAIG

The Washington Post

PESHAWAR, Pakistan

In a country awash in bombs, Shafqat 
Malik races against time.

He has discovered some of the 
world’s biggest bombs — 8,000-pound 

bundles of explosives hidden in trucks — 
and some of the tiniest, slipped into Coke 
cans. He has defused bombs secreted in 
computers and television sets and disabled 
a suicide vest before its wearer could blow 
himself up.

Malik is one of Pakistan’s top explosives 
experts and head of the police Bomb Dis-
posal Unit in one of the country’s most 
conflictive provinces — Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, near the Afghan border. His job 
offers a window into a country suffering 
not just from Islamist extremism but a 
broader breakdown in order, with bombs 
planted by extortionists, people feuding 
over money and property, and assassins 
targeting religious minorities.

“Let me assure you, everyone is a target,” 
Malik, 49, said during a recent interview, 
moments after one of his staffers brought 
in two grenades that had been thrown at a 
police vehicle.

Last year, 4,268 civilians were killed or 
wounded in Pakistan because of explosive 
devices, according to Action on Armed Vio-
lence, a London-based group that monitors 
violence. Only Iraq and Syria logged more 
casualties from bombings, the group noted.

The problem has grown so severe that 

Malik and his 440-member team even ex-
amine bodies before funerals to make sure 
they are not booby-trapped by terrorists or 
personal enemies.

Many analysts 
say the increasingly 
pervasive culture 
of bombings can be 
traced to the 1980s, 
when Pakistan hosted 
hundreds of thou-
sands of Islamic fight-
ers battling the Soviet 
army in Afghanistan. 
Pakistan worked with 
the United States and 
other countries to 
make sure the guerril-
las were trained to use 
land mines and plastic 
explosives, said Saad 
Muhammad, a re-
tired Pakistan Army 
brigadier.

In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, Is-
lamist extremists began shifting their fight 
toward Pakistan. They were aided by the 
remnants of al-Qaida, which had chemists 
and engineers capable of making bombs, 
Muhammad said.

“We should have realized when we em-
barked on the jihad in Afghanistan, that 
this was a very dangerous game we were 
playing,” said Muhammad, who served as 
Pakistan’s military attache to Afghanistan 
from 2003-05. “At the time, nobody gave a 
thought to the endgame.”

As the violence increased in the mid-
2000s, Malik was thrust onto the frontlines 
of a new kind of war.

He had become a highly specialized am-
munition and explosives expert during a 
two-decade career in the Pakistani army, 
a time of considerable tension between 
Pakistan and long-standing rival India. In 
2006, he retired from the military and went 
to work as a counterterrorism investigator 
for the Federal Investigation Agency. It 
was the start of a tumultuous new chapter 
for him, involving some of Pakistan’s gris-
liest tragedies.

 In the early days, he said, suicide bomb-
ers “didn’t know what they were doing”
and would just sit on a suitcase packed with
explosives and hope it detonated.

But terrorists gradually became more
sophisticated, transitioning from wear-
ing bulky vests packed with explosives
to sleeker belts and using remote-control
triggers that made it harder for suicide
bombers to abort their mission, he said.

 Since taking charge in January 2009,
Malik has increased the number of bomb
technicians on the Peshawar-based unit
from about 35 to 440. He also has sought 
donations from U.S. and European govern-
ments of robots, sniffer dogs and armored
vehicles.

Over five years, his squad has encoun-
tered more than 5,500 devices, Malik said. 
But bombs are still found in Peshawar just 
about every day.

 The provincial bomb technicians earn
just $230 a month, including a paltry 50
cents or so a month in hazard pay, and com-
plain they still lack equipment. But many
say they are proud to work for Malik.

“If Mr. Malik didn’t join the Bomb Dis-
posal Unit, there would be no Bomb Dis-
posal Unit at all,” said Wasal Khan, who
has defused more than 150 IEDs over the 
past five years.

 Malik has had so many threats on his life 
that he keeps a file of the letters in his desk 
drawer.

The most serious attempt against him 
occurred in 2010, when he was investigat-
ing an attack on a police vehicle in Pesha-
war, he said.

As he surveyed the crime scene, he no-
ticed a young woman in a black burqa
moving toward him. As she approached, a
small explosion suddenly tore off her left
shoulder, killing her.

When Malik rushed over to the woman’s
body, he noticed she was wearing a vest 
loaded with explosives. Some had appar-
ently gone off, he said.

Malik bent down and, his hands cov-
ered with blood, began dismantling what
remained of the device. He tried to avoid
looking at the woman’s intact face.

“You are imagining the fate of your life
if she had succeeded,” Malik said.
Washington Post staff writer Aimar Iqbal contrib-
uted to this report. 

‘ If Mr. 
Malik 
didn’t join 
the Bomb 
Disposal 
Unit, there 
would be 
no Bomb 
Disposal 
Unit at all. ’

Wasal Kahn
bomb technician
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   BY JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH

The Associated Press

MONROVIA, Liberia — Calm 
returned Thursday to the slum 
of West Point in Liberia’s capital 
that was sealed off in the govern-
ment’s desperate attempt to halt 
the spread of Ebola, a day after 
clashes erupted between resi-
dents and troops and police who 
were enforcing the quarantine.

 Three Liberians currently re-
ceiving ZMapp, an experimen-
tal and unproven treatment for 
Ebola,  in Liberia — the first and 
so far only Africans to get the 
drug — were showing “very posi-
tive signs of recovery,” Liberia’s 
information ministry said ear-
lier this week. A Spaniard who 
had contracted Ebola and also 
received the treatment died. The 
drug supply is now exhausted, the 
U.S. manufacturer has said.

Officials from the World Health 
Organization were visiting two 
hospitals in Monrovia on Thurs-
day that are treating Ebola pa-
tients. The two treatment centers 
are struggling to keep up with the 
influx of patients. Liberia is being 
hit especially hard by the dread-
ed virus that has killed more than 
1,300 people in Liberia, Sierra 

Leone, Guinea and Nigeria.
A nationwide nighttime cur-

few, first imposed countryside in 
Liberia on Wednesday night, ap-
peared to have been put in place 
without major incident.

The current outbreak in West 
Africa is the largest ever, and of-
ficials have said that treatment 
centers, especially in Liberia, 
are filling up faster than new 
ones can be opened or expanded. 
That leaves the sick packing hall-
ways, potentially infecting more 
people.

Ebola is transmitted by direct 
contact with the bodily fluids of 
someone who is sick and show-
ing symptoms. To stop its spread, 
experts say, the sick should be 
isolated and not have any contact 

with the healthy. 
Overcrowded treatment cen-

ters, a reluctance on the part of 
sick people to seek medical care 
and burial practices that involve 
touching the dead have helped 
fuel the disease’s spread in West 
Africa.

With at least 2,473 people 
sickened, this outbreak now has 
more recorded cases than in the 
previous two-dozen outbreaks 
combined.

Several counties and districts 
in Sierra Leone and Liberia have 
been cordoned off, and there 
are concerns this is slowing the 
supply of food and other goods 
to these areas. The World Food 
Program is preparing to feed 1 
million people affected by such 

travel restrictions.
Many residents of West Point, 

located on a peninsula in the sea-
side capital, are fearful they’ll 
be cut off from food since many 
market traders are stuck behind 
the barricades. Food prices were 
already rising Wednesday.

Several airlines have also sus-
pended flights to the affected 
countries, despite the World 
Health Organization’s advice that 
Ebola is unlikely to spread through 
air travel. Guinea’s president, 
Alpha Conde, met airline repre-
sentatives and foreign diplomats 
on Wednesday to reassure them 
that Guinea is screening passen-
gers leaving the country for fever 
and other symptoms, in line with 
WHO recommendations. 

  The Associated Press

ATLANTA — At least one of
the two American aid workers
infected with the Ebola virus in
Africa is set to be discharged 
Thursday from an Atlanta hospi-
tal, the aid group he was working 
for said.

 Alison 
Geist, a 
spokes-
woman for 
Samaritan’s 
Purse, con-
firmed  Dr. 
Kent Brantly 
would be 
released 
Thursday 
but could 
not say what 
time.

Franklin 
Graham, president of Samari-
tan’s Purse, said in a statement
that Brantly has recovered.

“Today I join all of our Samar-
itan’s Purse team around the
world in giving thanks to God as
we celebrate Dr. Kent Brantly’s
recovery from Ebola and release 
from the hospital,” Graham’s
statement said.

Brantly and Nancy Writebol
were flown out of the west Af-
rican nation of Liberia earlier
this month and have been get-
ting treatment for the deadly
disease in an isolation unit at the
hospital. 

The two were infected while 
working at a missionary clinic
outside Liberia’s capital. 

American aid 
worker set for 
release from 
Ga. hospital

Brantly

ABBAS DULLEH/AP

Women from West Point carry water for sale   Thursday in Monrovia, Liberia.  Calm returned to West Point 
on Thursday, a day after clashes erupted between residents and security forces over the government’s 
quarantine of the town in an effort to stop the spread of Ebola. 

Liberian 
slum calm 
day after 
clashes
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 BY FOSTER KLUG 
AND JUNG-YOON CHOI

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Kim 
Min-koo has an easy reply to new 
American research that hits South 
Korea where it hurts — in the noo-
dles. Drunk and hungry just after 
dawn, he rips the lid off a bowl of 
his beloved fast food, wobbling on 
his feet but still defiant over a re-
port that links instant noodles to 
health hazards.

“There’s no way any study is 
going to stop me from eating this,” 
says Kim, his red face beaded 
with sweat as he adds hot water to 
his noodles in a Seoul convenience 
store. His mouth waters, wooden 
chopsticks poised above the soft-
ening strands, his glasses fogged 
by steam. At last, he spears a slip-
pery heap, lets forth a mighty, 
noodle-cooling blast of air and 
starts slurping.

“This is the best moment — the 
first bite,” Kim, a freelance film 
editor who indulges about five 
times a week, says between gulps. 
“The taste, the smell, the chewi-
ness — it’s just perfect.”

Instant noodles carry a broke 
college student aura in America, 
but they are an essential, even 
passionate, part of life for many 
in South Korea and across Asia. 
Hence the emotional heartburn 
caused by a Baylor Heart and Vas-
cular Hospital study in the United 
States that linked instant noodles 
consumption by South Koreans to 
some risks for heart disease.

The study has provoked feelings 
of wounded pride, mild guilt, stub-
born resistance, even nationalism 
among South Koreans, who eat 
more instant noodles per capita 
than anyone in the world. 

Many of those interviewed 
vowed, like Kim, not to quit. 
Other noodle lovers offered up 
techniques they swore kept them 
healthy: taking Omega-3, adding 
vegetables, using less seasoning, 
avoiding the soup. Some dismissed 
the study because the hospital in-

volved is based in cheeseburger-
gobbling America.

The heated reaction is partly 
explained by the omnipresence 
here of instant noodles, which, for 
South Koreans, usually mean the 
spicy, salty “ramyeon” that costs 
less than a dollar a package. 

Individually-wrapped dispos-
able bowls and cups are every-
where: Internet cafes, libraries, 
trains, ice-skating rinks.  

Elderly South Koreans often 
feel deep nostalgia for instant 
noodles, which entered the local 
market in the 1960s as the coun-
try began clawing its way out of 
the poverty and destruction of the 
Korean War into what’s now Asia’s 
fourth-biggest economy. Many 
vividly remember their first taste 
of the once-exotic treat, and hard-
drinking South Koreans consider 
instant noodles an ideal remedy 
for aching, alcohol-laden bellies 
and subsequent hangovers.

Some people won’t leave the 
country without them, worried 
they’ll have to eat inferior noodles 
abroad. What could be better at re-
lieving homesickness than a salty 
shot of ramyeon?

 Ko Dong-ryun, 36, an engineer 
from Seoul,  fills half his luggage 
with instant noodles for  interna-
tional business travel, a lesson he 
learned after assuming on his first 
trip that three packages would 
suffice for six days. “Man, was I 
wrong. Since then, I always make 
sure I pack enough.”

The U.S. study was based on 
South Korean surveys in 2007-09 
of more than 10,700 adults ages 
19-64, about half of them women. 
It found that people who ate a 

diet rich in meat, soda and fried 
and fast foods, including instant 
noodles, were associated with an 
increase in abdominal obesity 
and LDL, or “bad,” cholesterol. 
Eating instant noodles more than 
twice a week was associated with 
a higher prevalence of metabolic 
syndrome, another heart risk fac-
tor, in women but not in men.

The study raises important 
questions, but can’t prove that in-
stant noodles are to blame rather 
than the overall diets of people 
who eat lots of them, cautions 
Alice Lichtenstein, director of the 
cardiovascular nutrition lab at 
Tufts University in Boston.

“What’s jumping out is the so-
dium [intake] is higher in those 
who are consuming ramen noo-
dles,” she said. “What we don’t 
know is whether it’s coming from 
the ramen noodles or what they 
are consuming with the ramen 
noodles.”

There’s certainly a lot of sodium 
in those little cups. A serving of 
the top-selling instant ramyeon 
provides more than 90 percent of 
South Korea’s recommended daily 
sodium intake.

Still, it’s tough to expect much 
nutrition from a meal that costs 
around 80 cents, said Choi Yong-
min, 44, marketing director 
for Paldo, a South Korean food 
company.  

By value, instant noodles were 
the top-selling manufactured food 
in South Korea in 2012, the most 
recent year figures are available, 
with about  $1.8 billion  worth sold, 
according to South Korea’s Minis-
try of Food and Drug Safety.

China is the world’s largest in-

stant noodle market, according 
to the World Instant Noodles As-
sociation, although its per capita 
consumption pales next to South 
Korea’s. The food is often a low-
end option for Chinese people 
short of money, time or cooking 
facilities.

Japan, considered the spiritual 
home of instant noodles, boasts a 
dazzling array. 

Masaya “Instant” Oyama, 55, 
who said he eats more than 400 
packages of instant noodles a year, 
rattled off a sampling: Hello Kitty 
instant noodles, polar bear instant 
noodles developed by a zoo, black 
squid ink instant noodles.

 In South Korea, it’s all about 
speed, cost and flavor.

Thousands of convenience 
stores have corners devoted to 
noodles: Tear off the top, add hot 
water from a dispenser, wait a 
couple minutes and it’s ready to 
eat, often at a nearby counter.

Some even skip the water, 
pounding on the package to break 
up the dry noodles, adding the 
seasoning, then shaking every-
thing up. “It’s toasty, chewy, much 
better than most other snacks out 
there,” Byon Sarah, 28, who owns 
a consulting company, said of a 
technique she discovered in mid-
dle school.  

 At the comic book store she 
runs in Seoul, Lim Eun-jung, 42, 
said she noticed a lot more belly 
fat about six months after she in-
stalled a fast-cooking instant noo-
dle machine for customers.

“It’s obvious that it’s not good 
for my body,” Lim said. “But I’m 
lazy, and ramyeon is the perfect 
fast food for lazy people.” 

 BY ROBERTO A. FERDMAN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — There’s bad
news for fans of Nutella, the choc-
olaty hazelnut spread.

Poor weather in Turkey, the 
world’s largest producer of hazel-
nuts, is causing a major shortage
of the nuts. The Turkish industry,
which is responsible for growing
some 70 percent of the world’s ha-
zelnuts — is facing what could be a 
hazelnut crop that’s more than 30 
percent below original expecta-
tions, according to the Guardian. 

As a result, the price of hazel-
nuts has spiked by more than 60
percent so far this year and more 
than doubled since last fall.

While rising hazelnut prices
are likely to prove a nuisance for a
number of global chocolate-mak-
ers, the most vulnerable appears to
be Nutella-maker Ferrero group.
That’s because Ferrero now buys
as much as a quarter of the world’s 
hazelnuts, and relies heavily on
Turkey to supply the 50 hazelnuts
it takes to produce each 13 ounce 
jar of Nutella. 

Nutella’s global value chain,
which the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Develop-
ment mapped out last year, spans
the  globe. Ferrero  is headquar-
tered in Italy, but  has factories on
several continents, and sources its
ingredients from several others.
The hazelnuts  are  from Turkey, but 
the palm oil comes from Malaysia, 
and the cocoa  from Nigeria.

The good news for Nutella lovers
is that Ferrero acquired Turkish
company Oltan Group, a leading 
manufacturer of Turkish hazel-
nuts. Having its hand in the cookie 
jar, so to speak, allows Ferrero to 
protect itself somewhat from mar-
ket pressures, like the current ha-
zelnut shortage. 

 The bad news is that the odds
appear to be stacking up against
the world’s favorite hazelnut
spread. Hazelnut prices aren’t the
only Nutella ingredient whose cost
is on the rise. Palm oil, which is
roughly 20 percent of the spread, 
has also been getting more expen-
sive on the heels of rising demand
and weather-dampened supply. So
has cocoa, another key ingredient 
— cocoa prices are up by more
than 40 percent since last year.

None of that means  a shortage of
Nutella , but if the circumstances
in Turkey, Nigeria and Southeast
Asia persist, don’t be surprised if
the 250,000 tons of Nutella Ferre-
ro sells in more than 75 countries
around the world starts carrying a
slightly higher sticker price. 

KOJI SASAHARA/AP

 Japanese instant ramen noodle expert Masaya “Instant ” Oyama, 55, slurps noodles at a shop and 
restaurant specializing only in varieties of instant noodles in Tokyo.  A recent health study from an 
American hospital has irritated many instant noodle lovers across Asia .

Noodle 
lovers 
reject 
study

Hazelnut 
shortage is 
bad news for 
Nutella lovers
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 The Associated Press

TOKYO  — Japanese police 
said the death toll from rain-trig-
gered landslides on the outskirts 
of Hiroshima  rose to 39 on Thurs-
day with 51 people still missing 
as search efforts continued in the 
devastated area.

Hillsides caved in or were 
swept down into residential areas 
in at least five valleys in the sub-
urbs of the western Japanese city 
on Wednesday, crushing dozens 
of houses after heavy rains.

Hiroshima prefectural police 
said 39 people were confirmed 
dead and 51 were missing as of 
midday Thursday. The Fire and 
Disaster Management Agency 
said 23 people were injured, 13 
seriously. A police official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
in line with official policy, said 

there was a possibility of some 
inaccuracies in the tally.

About 2,500 police and military 
personnel searched for the miss-
ing in the mud-covered areas.

Hiroshima city officials have 
faced criticism because their ini-
tial evacuation advisory came an 
hour after the first mudslide. Of-
ficials said their response was de-
layed because the land collapsed 
so quickly at multiple locations.

Landslides are a constant risk 
in mountainous, crowded Japan, 
where many homes are built on 
or near steep slopes. Torrential 
rains early Wednesday appar-
ently caused slopes to collapse in 
areas where many of the build-
ings were newly constructed.

Hiroshima’s geology, consist-
ing of highly water-retentive soil, 
makes the city particularly prone 
to such disasters, experts say. 

 BY GEIR MOULSON

The Associated Press

BERLIN — Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s emergence as a leader in 
efforts to resolve Ukraine’s crisis 
— showcased by a visit to Kiev this 
weekend — underlines Germa-
ny’s increasing ambition to trans-
form itself from economic power 
to diplomatic heavyweight.

Merkel and her foreign min-
ister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
have put Berlin at the forefront 
of so-far frustrating diplomatic 
efforts, as many European na-
tions focus on domestic troubles 
and the U.S. is engaged in crises 
elsewhere.

Nearly nine years in power and 
an unchallenged leader at home, 
Merkel has thrown Germany’s 
weight behind European eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia, 
while also keeping up months of 
frequent telephone diplomacy 
with President Vladimir Putin.

Merkel “is aware that no other 

institution can take on this me-
diation role,” said Olaf Boehnke, 
who heads the Berlin office of 
the European Council on Foreign 
Relations, a multinational think-
tank. “The Americans don’t fit 
as mediators and ... no one else 

in the EU has this authority that 
Merkel enjoys.”

Merkel’s visit to Kiev on Satur-
day, her first since the Ukraine 
crisis erupted late last year, re-
flects Berlin’s desire to show 
support for President Petro 
Poroshenko’s government in the 
face of what the West says is Rus-
sian efforts to foment rebellion in 
eastern Ukraine.

It follows a trip Monday to Lat-
via, a former Soviet republic that 
like many new eastern NATO and 
European Union members in-
creasingly worries about the per-
ceived threat from Russia.

There, Merkel stressed that 
NATO’s collective defense clause 
“must be brought to life” if the 
situation requires, but also made 
clear that there will be “no per-
manent stationing of combat 
troops” on the alliance’s eastern 
edge — something that would in-
furiate Moscow.

That reflects Germany’s bal-
ancing act of seeking to preserve 

Western unity while also keeping 
open lines of communication with 
Moscow, which Berlin stresses 
must be part of a political solution 
to the conflict.

Germany’s status as a nation 
formerly divided between east 
and west and its tradition of seek-
ing political detente and eco-
nomic ties with Russia put it in 
a good position to mediate. And 
Germany isn’t overly dependent 
on a nation that was only its No. 
11 trading partner last year.

“Sanctions alone are not a for-
eign policy,” Steinmeier told ZDF 
television on Tuesday, noting 
that the point of the measures is 
“to get an unwilling partner to 
negotiate.”

On Sunday, Steinmeier host-
ed his Russian, Ukrainian and 
French counterparts at a five-hour 
meeting in Berlin that produced 
little outward sign of progress. 
The foreign minister, however, 
insisted that he sees “a change in 
the position of both partners” and 

both appear to be searching for
ways toward a cease-fire.

The German approach has 
been one of quiet persistence, 
drawing in fellow European
power France as a sign of Euro-
pean unity, at a time when EU
institutions in Brussels are dis-
tracted by the transition to new
leadership. Merkel and French
President Francois Hollande got
Putin and Poroshenko together in
France in June.

“Part of a professional ap-
proach to foreign policy is that
you don’t let setbacks divert you 
from a path that you consider 
right,” Steinmeier said, dismiss-
ing as “nonsense” an interview-
er’s suggestion that Germany has
been soft on Russia.

 Merkel has an added advantage 
in dealing with Putin. The chan-
cellor, who grew up in communist
East Germany, speaks Russian,
while Putin — who once served
with the KGB in East Germany
— speaks German. 

Searchers scour Hiroshima mudslide area

Merkel seeks to raise Germany’s diplomatic profile

WORLD

KYODO NEWS/AP

Police officers search for missing residents in a mud- and rubble-covered residential area following a 
massive landslide in Hiroshima, Japan, on Thursday . 

MICHAEL SOHN/AP

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel   will meet with Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko in 
Kiev this weekend.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 18     F3HIJKLM Friday, August 22, 2014

WORLD

The Associated Press

 BERLIN — Authorities in Ger-
many have arrested a hospital 
doctor on suspicion he drugged 
and sexually abused female pa-
tients participating in a fake clini-
cal study he set up.

German news agency dpa re-
ported Thursday that the un-
identified 48-year-old worked at 
a clinic in the Bavarian town of 
Bamberg.

Prosecutors accuse him of 
pretending to conduct the clini-
cal study in order to prey on his 

victims.
The case came to light after 

a young woman sought police 
help last month, and blood tests 
confirmed she had been sedated 
against her will.

Officers searched the man’s 
home and office Monday and 
found electronic evidence that in-
dicated he had “conducted sexual 
acts on his helpless victim, and 
photographed them.”

Based on the evidence, inves-
tigators believe he also assault-
ed other — as yet unidentified 
— women .

 The Associated Press

BEIJING — Five people stood 
trial Thursday in the beating 
death of a woman at a McDonald’s 
restaurant in eastern China who 
reportedly refused to join their 
anti-Communist Christian sect 
— a high-profile crime that led to 
a wave of arrests of cult suspects.

The five members of the “All-
powerful Spirit” group, including 
a man and his two daughters, were 
accused of hitting the woman with 
chairs and a metal pole after she 
refused to give them her phone 
number, in violence captured on 
cellphone video that was later 
broadcast on state TV.

The “All-powerful Spirit,” also 
known as “Eastern Lightning,” 
believes that Jesus was resur-
rected as a Chinese woman and 
sees itself in a struggle against 

the “Red Dragon,” or the Chinese 
Communist Party. It is one of 14 
cults that China has listed as ille-
gal, according to the official Xin-
hua News Agency.

The crime took place on May 
28 in Zhaoyuan city in Shandong 
province, a traditional hotbed for 
religious sects. The region gave 
birth to the violent anti-Christian 
Boxer movement that laid siege 
to Western interests in Beijing 
and elsewhere during the waning 
years of the Qing dynasty in 1900.

The five defendants were ac-
cused of murder and three also 
faced cult-related charges in the 
one-day trial at Yantai Intermedi-
ate People’s Court. The court post-
ed photos of what it said were the 
proceedings on its microblog, and 
said the judge would give a verdict 
at an unspecified later date. 

German doctor 
faces sex charges

DAVID EBENER, DPA/AP

 German authorities suspect a doctor at the Bamberg clinic drugged 
and sexually abused female patients  in a fake clinical study .  

5 accused cult members 
face murder trial in China
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FAITH

 BY ADOLFO FLORES

Los Angeles Times

ISLA VISTA, Calif. — Angela 
Boyd bounced on the balls of her 
feet as the smell of sizzling meat 
pierced the ocean breeze. The 
19-year-old and her friends were 
about to celebrate her birthday in 
Isla Vista, but they were making 
a pit stop at the Jesus Burgers 
house.

Music, laughter and clinking 
shot glasses coming from nearby 
apartments on Del Playa Drive 
announced another Friday night 
in Isla Vista, the hard-partying 
neighborhood next to UC Santa 
Barbara.

But at this apartment, students 
were throwing burgers on the 
grill for a higher purpose: It was 
time for some missionary work.

Christina Perez, 24, a gradu-
ate of UCSB and member of Isla 
Vista Church, which doles out the 
free burgers, walked up to Boyd 
and began a casual conversa-
tion about anything but church 
— birthday plans, how she was 
getting home.

Boyd humored her. She knew 
what Perez was after.

“I see it in your eyes,” Boyd said. 
“And I want to go to church.”

“We have one at 4 on Sunday,” 
Perez said.

Behind them a group of stu-
dents spilled out of an apartment 
across the street, “Turn Down 
for What” blasting through the 
windows.

The two exchanged numbers 
and promised to text each other. 
Then Boyd joined the flow of col-
lege students out for a night on 
the town.

Across the street, Jason 
Lomelino watched as a man 
sketched “Jesus wept” in large 
letters on the middle of the street 
using orange and blue chalk. The 
verse, known for being the short-
est in the Bible, had sprung up 
on streets and sidewalks in May 
after a rampage by Elliot Rodger 
left seven people dead, including 
the killer.

 Even though residents of Isla 
Vista make up only about 7 per-
cent of the county’s population, 
the Santa Barbara County Sher-
iff’s Office said nearly a quarter 
of all serious and violent crime in 
the region occurs there.

“People are hurting, and what 
we see is a manifestation of that 
in excessive partying, drugs and 
sex,” said Lomelino, the pastor 
of Isla Vista Church. “There’s 
a darkness to this place. Some-
times it can escalate into things 
of this nature.”

For years, his church has 
preached the word of God to rev-
elers. He knows it’s a tall order in 
an area famous for its drinking, 
drug use and promiscuity.

 With his deep tan and dark 
blue hoodie over his buzzed hair, 
the 34-year-old looks more like 
a surfer than a pastor. He sees a 
lot of his former self in the young 
partyers of Isla Vista.

He moved to Santa Barbara in 
2001 from San Diego to get away 
from his partying ways, though 
he continued to hang out in Isla 
Vista. 

One night, a group of friends 
took him to a Friday night church 
service at Calvary Chapel Santa 
Barbara. As he prayed, Lomelino 
heard a voice he believed was 
God’s.

“Jason, what are you living 
for?” the voice said.

“It was the first time I knew 
God was real,” Lomelino said.

Soon Lomelino, with the help 
of a group of other college-age 
Christians, put on a monthly 
worship night at a park in down-
town Isla Vista. They started giv-
ing out free burgers. A group of 
them would walk down Del Playa 
Drive on Friday nights to talk to 
students about Jesus, Lomelino 
said. Even though some students 
were receptive, they were often 
heckled.

“Why are you here?” and exple-
tives were commonly thrown at 
them, Lomelino said.

In 2002 they leased the build-
ing they occupy now, dubbed the 
Jesus Burgers house by students, 
where members of the church 
live. The nondenominational 

church was founded that same 
year, the first service held in the 
front yard of the apartment.

Lomelino, who took over as se-
nior pastor in 2007, also works as 
a personal assistant for a Santa 
Barbara man who owns a carpet 
company.

When classes are in session, 
Lomelino encourages his congre-
gation of about 150 people to look 
at themselves as missionaries in 
Isla Vista.

 The median age of Isla Vista’s 
24,500 residents is about 21, ac-
cording to census figures. The 
unincorporated 1.9-square-mile 
area is home mostly to UC Santa 
Barbara and Santa Barbara City 
College students, many living in 
cramped apartments.

This month, the campus placed 
third in an annual ranking of top 
party schools.

The legions of bronzed students 
riding beach cruisers and long-
boards in tank tops and sandals 
look as though they’re living a 
laid-back life. But Ava Ames,  23, 
a UCSB graduate with a big voice, 
said many of them are under a 
great deal of pressure.

Students struggle to maintain 
a high grade-point average while 
partying into the late hours in an 

effort to fit in and chase the next
high, she said. 

“If you’re not partying, you
don’t fit into the scene and you
fade into the background,” Ames
said. “A lot of these kids can’t bal-
ance it, and they spiral into drug
use, depression and, for many
girls, eating disorders.”

Ames can relate. As a fresh-
man, she dated a fraternity mem-
ber and drank heavily. At the
same time, she said, she struggled
with depression and anxiety.

One drunken night, Ames and 
her then-boyfriend were escorted
to the Jesus Burgers house by a
persistent member of the church.
Once inside, two students “prayed 
on” the pair, Ames said. She was
shocked when they started to say
things about her life she’d never 
shared publicly.

But she didn’t make a beeline
for the next Isla Vista Church 
service.  A year later, her younger
brother asked if she would baby-
sit Lomelino’s kids during a ser-
vice. She agreed.

The singing drew her in, Ames
said, and before she knew it she
was crying in a pew. She’s been a
member of the church ever since.

  Even though most students at
UCSB or Santa Barbara City Col-
lege aren’t fighting for a pew seat,
Ames said, many of them respect
the Jesus Burgers house and 
women know it’s a safe place to 
crash if they’re too inebriated.

“Nobody is saying, ‘Burn or 
turn,’ ” Ames said. 

BARBARA DAVIDSON, LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

Students eat burgers and mingle at the Jesus Burgers house in May in Santa Barbara, Calif. A group of college-aged Christians put on a 
monthly worship night at the house in the Isla Vista neighborhood, and afterward they give out free burgers.

Burgers and Bible verses

Group offers place to gather, share the word in California town known for partying
‘ Nobody is saying, ‘Burn or turn.’ ’

Ava Ames
church member
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found him close to the scene. He 
was taken to a hospital for treat-
ment of non-life-threatening inju-
ries. No one else was hurt.

Police announced Tuesday that 
Hitchens has been charged with 
felony hit-and-run, indecent ex-
posure, driving under the influ-
ence and other offenses.  

School faces lawsuit 
over iPad discrimination

MA MENDON  — The 
American Civil Lib-

erties Union has filed a complaint 
with Massachusetts education 
officials over what it calls the 
discriminatory policy regarding 
iPad use at a state school district.

The ACLU says the Mendon-
Upton School District allows 
only low-income middle school 
students who qualify for free or 
reduced price lunches to take 
school-provided iPads home with 
them, while the rest of the stu-
dents can use the school iPads 
only in school, or must buy their 
own.

The Telegram & Gazette  re-
ported that the ACLU of Massa-
chusetts says the policy violates 

state law by not providing all stu-
dents with equal access to educa-
tional resources. 

Students hit by Ebola 
travel ban finally return

AL TUSKEGEE  — Six 
Tuskegee University 

students are home after being 
stranded in Liberia for weeks be-
cause of the Ebola outbreak.

The school issued a statement 
Tuesday night saying the stu-
dents arrived at the Atlanta air-
port. They are all healthy with no 
quarantine restrictions.

Most of the students went home 
with relatives since they missed 
the start of the fall semester. 
They’re excused from classes for 
now. The school says the students 
will be monitored for three weeks 
when they return to campus to 
make sure they’re not showing 
signs of illness.

The six students went to Africa 
as part of a summer program to 
study abroad. Their return to the 
United States was delayed be-
cause of travel restrictions linked 
to the outbreak of the deadly dis-
ease in West Africa. 

Injuries help boxer 
get lighter sentence  

CA OAKLAND,  — A fed-
eral judge sentenced 

a former world champion boxer 
convicted of several bank rob-
beries to seven years in prison, 
handing down a lighter sentence 
in part because of the defendant’s 
boxing-related injuries, his diffi-
cult childhood and a mistake by 
a Georgia court in 2001 that re-
sulted in his spending additional 
years in prison.

James Page was facing up to 20 
years in prison  after he pleaded 
guilty to the San Francisco Bay 
Area bank robberies in Febru-
ary. Prosecutors said Page, 43,  
who had been dubbed the “But-
ton Down Bandit” because of the 
shirts he wore, took more than 
$20,000 during the heists last 
year, the San Francisco Chroni-
cle reported.

Page told U.S. District Court 
Judge Jeffrey White in Oakland 
he knows what he did was wrong.

“With the pressures of life 
out there and my ego, I decided 
to take things in my own hands 
and make poor choices. I made a 

mistake, a mistake I take respon-
sibility for,” he said in court, ac-
cording to the Oakland Tribune.

Shotgun-wielding man 
planned ‘Biden defense’

WA VANCOUVER  — A
prosecutor says he’ll 

dismiss a firearms charge be-
cause he doubts a jury would con-
vict a Vancouver man who said he 
was following the advice of Vice 
President Joe Biden when he 
fired a shotgun in the air.

Jeffrey C. Barton had been
scheduled for trial next week on
the charge. The Columbian re-
ported that  Clark County Pros-
ecutor Tony Golik said Tuesday 
that Barton will face a charge of
obstructing a police officer.

Barton admits firing the gun 
in July 2013 to chase away three
men who appeared to be breaking
into his vehicles. He planned the 
so-called “Biden defense,” based
on a statement the vice president
made in February 2013 that peo-
ple don’t need automatic weapons
because shooting a shotgun in the
air would scare off intruders.
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

150
The percentage that New Jersey officials said a hotel increased its rates because of Superstorm 
Sandy. Amy Hotels agreed to pay nearly $65,000 to settle allegations of price gouging. State officials 
claimed the company raised its room rates by as much as $199.99 per night after Gov. Chris Christie 
declared a state of emergency in advance of Sandy making landfall in 2012.

Wanted man involved in 
accident with police car

WA SPOKANE  — Authori-
ties said a wanted man 

was arrested after he rear-ended 
a Spokane  detective’s car.

Police said the man’s car 
crashed into the detective’s car 
Tuesday, and police discovered 
he was wanted on outstanding ar-
rest warrants related to driving 
and domestic violence.

KREM reported  the detective 
was treated for minor injuries.

Topless rally heading
to new location

NC ASHEVILLE,  — A 
topless rally is moving 

to a new location in Asheville this 
year that some say will be more 
visible to tourists and visitors.

The rally is set for  Sunday at 
Pritchard Park in the downtown 
retail and dining area, the Ashe-
ville Citizen-Times  reported. The 
previous location at another park 
was already reserved for another 
event.

Asheville rally spokeswoman 
LaDonna Allison said the event 
is designed to promote women’s 
equality. Her group says laws and 
social stigmas against women 
being topless in public are unfair.

“What reason do they have for 
saying it’s OK for a man but not 
for a woman?” Allison said. “I just 
want to be treated equally.”

The rallies have seen a decline 
in the number of participants and 
spectators. The first event in 2011 
drew an estimated 2,000 people 
and several dozen topless women. 
The 2012 and 2013 events drew 
several hundred people, with 
about a dozen women baring their 
breasts.

Woman digs up father’s 
grave looking for will

NH LANCASTER  — A 
woman accused of 

ransacking the New Hampshire 
grave of her father in search of 
his “real will” is asking a judge 
to dismiss the charge, arguing 
the body was never destroyed or 
removed.

Eddie Nash, a businessman, 
died of a heart attack in 2004 
at 68. His cement vault at the 
Colebrook Village Cemetery 
was found cracked in May, the 
casket opened and his remains 
searched through. The body was 
left intact.

Prosecutors allege Melanie 
Nash conspired with others to 
remove her father’s remains. 
The Caledonian Record report-
ed that  in a motion filed earlier 
this month, her lawyer said the 
state doesn’t allege the group de-
stroyed Nash’s corpse. 

Naked biker arrested 
following accident

VA ARLINGTON  — Ar-
lington County police 

said a drunk, naked man crashed 
into two cars while riding a mo-
torcycle before fleeing into some 
woods.

The crashes occurred Fri-
day night in Arlington. Police 
said Roland Hitchens, 42, wasn’t 
wearing any clothes when police 

THE CENSUS

 Workers begin repairing the outside of the apple basket-themed water tower along Interstate 81 North in Mount Jackson, Va., on Tuesday. 
Repairs for the local landmark were put to bid in July after rust spots and faded paint were found inside and outside the tower.  

AMELIA BRUST, THE (HARRISONBURG, VA.) DAILY NEWS-RECORD/AP

A bushel of repairs
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS

 BY GREGG ELLMAN

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

I guess it dates me a little when I say that the 
Roller Derby is coming back. The Think 
Tank Photo’s new Airport Roller Derby roll-
ing camera bag ($389.75) helps you maneu-

ver through crowded airports without elbowing 
your fellow passengers in the face.

The four-wheeled roller can turn on a dime 
and is extremely easy to maneuver, reducing the 
amount of effort needed to pull it when it’s fi lled 
to capacity. The newly designed wheel system 
even improves the contents’ weight distribution 
when it’s on the move.

When I fi rst opened the roller, I was pushing 
it around my house with one fi nger and hardly 
heard the wheels on my hardwood fl oors. Each 
wheel is actually a dual wheel, totaling up to eight 
wheels on the bottom.

 The handle allows the bag to tilt and roll on two 
wheels. In addition to the well-designed wheel 
system, other top-notch features include high-
quality hardware, water-resistant zippers and 
exterior fabric along with replaceable wheels 
with sealed steel bearings .

Storage compartments include dedicated pock-
ets to hold a tablet and laptop (up to 15 inches) 
and dividers to fi t just about any combination of 
gear, including a pair of DSLR bodies and about 
seven lens, fl ash or other accessories.

When empty, the bag weighs 11 pounds and 
measures 14-by-22-by-9 inches.

According to Think Tank, the new Roller Derby 
roller “meets US domestic and most international 
carry-on requirements.”

Also new from Think Tank Photo is the My 
2nd Brain Briefcase, available in 13- ($129.75) 
and 15-inch 
($144.75) 
laptop-
friendly 
sizes. Think 
Tank has 
given them 
the nick-
name of 
“mobile of-
fi ces,” since 
they keep 
your mobile 
tech life so 
organized.

Both 
inside and 
outside 
pockets ac-
commodate 
every ac-
cessory you 
could pos-
sibly need, 
including 
power cords, 

cables, hard drives, headphones, tablets, pens, 
keys, smartphones and your laptop. A pair of 
exterior side zippered pockets can hold a water 
bottle and a compact umbrella.

The Airport Roller Derby and the new brief-
cases include a Think Tank rain cover .

Online: thinktankphoto.com

The superCUBE and superCUBE fl ip from 
Scosche are items that everyone should have 
tucked in their travel bag.

The superCUBE is a one-inch cube with noth-
ing but AC prongs and a USB port. It’s advertised 
to be up to 40 percent smaller than most similar 
USB 12W charging adapters.

Its big brother, the superCUBE fl ip, is a little 
bigger but has folding AC prongs so they can be 
tucked away when not in use. 

Online: scosche.com, $19.99 each

Digital Treasures Jive wireless speaker really 
lets you take your music and phone calls any-
where.

The Jive is a Bluetooth speaker with a mic for 
hands-free calls, but what makes it special is 
the built-in suction cup enabling the waterproof 
speaker built with silicone-based materials to 
go anywhere and everywhere, including your 
shower.

Obviously your media source (tablet, smart-
phone, etc.) doesn’t have to be in the water; just 
make your Bluetooth connection and keep it 
within 32 feet of the speaker.

It features a one-touch talk button, a 3-watt 
full-range speaker and an internal rechargeable 
battery good for up to four hours.

Online: digitaltreasures.com; $19 at Amazon, 
available in blue, green, black, orange and purple

GADGET WATCH
Camera bag makes airport maneuvering a breeze

ITUNES MOVIESITUNES MUSIC APPSVIDEO GAMESSPOTIFY MUSIC
Top 10 songs on the iTunes Store 
for August 20:

1. “Shake It Off,” 1989 Taylor Swift
2. “All About That Bass – Single,” 
Meghan Trainor
3. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J, Ariana 
Grande & Nicki Minaj
4. “Rather Be featuring Jess Glynne,” 
Clean Bandit
5. “Break Free (feat. Zedd),” Ariana 
Grande
6. “Chandelier,” Sia
7. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
8. “Rude,” MAGIC!
9. “Burnin’ It Down,” Jason Aldean
10. “Cool Kids,” Echosmith

— Compiled by MCT

The top streamed tracks on Spotify 
from Aug. 11-17:

1. “Stay With Me,” Sam Smith
2. “Rude,” MAGIC!
3. “All About That Bass,” Meghan 
Trainor
4. “Chandelier,” Sia
5. “Fancy,” Iggy Azalea
6. “Bang Bang,” Jessie J
7. “Break Free,” Ariana Grande
8. “Shower,” Becky G
9. “Problem,” Ariana Grande
10. “Maps,” Maroon 5

— Compiled by The Associated Press

Top 10 movies downloaded 
from the iTunes Store for August 20:

1. “The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2”
2. “Divergent”
3. “Neighbors”
4. “The Other 
Woman”
5. “Draft Day”
6. “Philomena”
7. “Mrs. Doubt-
fi re”
8. “Muppets 
Most Wanted”
9. “Dead Poets 
Society”
10. “Blended”

— Compiled by MCT

Game Informer ranks the Top 10 
downloadable games for August:

1. “Divinity: Original Sin”
2. “Shovel Knight”
3. “Dark Souls II: Crown of the Sunken 
King”
4. “The Swapper”
5. “Guacamelee! Super Turbo Champi-
onship Edition”
6. “Titanfall: Frontier’s Edge”
7. “Call of Duty: Ghosts — Nemesis”
8. “Oddworld: New ‘n’ Tasty”
9. “Valiant Hearts: The Great War”
10. “The Walking Dead Season 2 
Episode 4 — Amid The Ruins”

— Compiled by MCT

Top 5 new paid apps for August 20:

ANDROID
1. Ignore No More
2. Afterlight
3. Time Tangle — Adventure Time
4. Modern Combat 5: Blackout
5. Facetune

Top 5 paid apps for August 20:

APPLE
1. Heads Up!
2. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
3. Card Wars — Adventure Time
4. Afterlight
5. Videoshop — Video Editor

— Compiled by MCT

 BY JOHN TANASYCHUK

Sun Sentinel

  Last fall, Russ Brunner 
of Pompano Beach, 
Fla., entered his home-
brewed stout into the 

Samuel Adams LongShot Ameri-
can Homebrew Contest. Shortly 
after sending his beer, he saw 
“Boston” on his caller ID.

“There’s absolutely no way,” 
he remembers saying to himself. 
“It’s a bill collector. But I an-
swered it anyway, and it turned 
out to be Sam Adams.”

Brunner made the semifi nals 
and eventually took one of two 
top prizes for what is now called 
Russ Brunner’s American Stout. 
His mug is on every bottle, part 
of a limited-release six-pack 
in stores now featuring two 

bottles of Brunner’s stout  and 
two bottles each from two other 
winners.

 Brunner also won $5,000 and 
trips to the Great American Beer 
Festival in Denver and the Sam 
Adams Boston brewery.

 Hard to believe that Brunner 
started home brewing only four 
years ago after he tried St. Ber-
nardus Abt 12, which has been 
brewed in Belgium since 1946.

 Until this big Belgian, Brunner 
was strictly a light lager consum-
er of Miller Lite and Yuengling.

These days, one bedroom of 
his and wife Liz’s apartment has 
been turned over to brewing. 
“Now she’s got the bug. She’s 
making ciders and mead.”

 For information on the Samuel 
Adams home brew contest, visit 
SamuelAdams.com/longshot.

DIGITAL TREASURES/MCT

The Jive, an all-in-one Bluetooth speaker and 
speaker phone, is completely waterproof so 
you can enjoy your favorite tunes or hands-free 
calling in any environment.

MCT

With the new Airport Roller Derby, 
you can maneuver nimbly through 
crowded spaces and minimize 
muscle fatigue.

JOSH RITCHIE, SUN SENTINEL/MCT

Russ Brunner brews his stout at home, in a spare bedroom. But 
after winning a contest sponsored by the Sam Adams brewery, his 
stout is part of a limited-release six-pack now in stores.

Home brewer’s stout
now part of six-pack
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CHECK
IT OUT

Events, entertainment and
other ways to fill your free time

Michael Cera, musician
The actor better known for his roles in “Superbad” and 
“Juno” quietly released an album, called “true that,” 
online last week. You can listen to 18 tracks for free. 
And if you buy the album, you get three bonus tracks.
� Hear it at:
michaelceramusic.bandcamp.com/releases

‘Star Wars’ rumors
Hey, we heard that you can generate your own “Star 
Wars” rumors at this cool website! Why not — they’re 
as plausible as what those “in the know” are saying. 
And may the Force — of hearsay — be with you.
� Try it at tinyurl.com/swrumors

Swing into action
with Spider-Man on DVD

Fans of the Tobey Maguire-as-Spidey trilogy might still 
be asking why a reboot was necessary, but Andrew 
Garfield does fill the bodysuit nicely in “The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man.” And Emma Stone is ever darling as 
Peter Parker’s first love, Gwen Stacy. In “The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2,” now on DVD, the web-slinger faces 
villains played by Jamie Foxx and Paul Giamatti, as 
well as a new threat from a former friend.
� Other new DVD releases on Page 39.

1 2

3

4
NBC

Awards shows  
aplenty

It’s time once again to toast TV 
at the Emmy Awards. Once the 
backward entertainment rela-
tive of movies, now television 
is rightfully in the limelight for 
its abundance of innovative, 
star-studded programming 
(granted, mostly on cable).
Consider this: standout 
prime-time shows includ-
ing “The Good Wife” and 
“Scandal” and stars Mi-
chael Sheen (“Masters of 
Sex”) and James Spader 
(”The Blacklist”) didn’t 
even make the cut as 
Emmy nominees.
Funny guy Seth Meyers (at 
right) presides over this year’s 
Emmys, which take place Monday 
and are broadcast Tuesday on AFN.
In other hot upcoming awards-
show action, the MTV Video Music 
Awards are a go for Sunday night 
(Monday on AFN). Top nominee 
Beyonce will compete for eight 
awards, including video of the 
year for “Drunk in Love.” Oodles of 
singers will take the stage, including 
Ariana Grande, Usher, 5 Seconds 
of Summer, Maroon 5, Taylor Swift, 
Sam Smith and Iggy Azalea, who 
has seven nominations.
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 BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service 

Summer’s spent, cinematically. So 
it’s time to tally up the take, pat a 
few folks on the back and pass the 
buck of blame around Hollywood 

for the cinema season that was.
The sequels showed up in droves, and 

some — from “Spider-Man: Less Amazing 
Than Ever” to “X-Men: How MANY of 
These Xes Can We Stuff Into One Movie?” 
— were hits; others, not so much. Every 
week had a potential blockbuster; many 
weeks, those fi lms fell short.

But an August box offi ce rally lessened 
the pain of a season that lagged 20 percent 
behind last summer’s epic numbers.

Some fi lms are remembered, many will 
be forgotten. And since the Academy of 
Motion Arts and Sciences is loathe to rec-
ognize or even remember summer fi lms 
come Oscar time, let’s hand out another 
summer’s load of Summer Oscars, “Su-
moscars,” naming names and spreading 
the love as we do.

Best popcorn picture
The jokey-retro-cool “Guardians of the 
Galaxy,” because “Dawn of the Planet of 
the Apes” was all about the animated apes 
as humans sat around waiting for better 
characters and dialogue. 

Best food film
“Chef.” Jon Favreau’s scruffy food truck 
road-trip comedy trumped the bloated 
Oprah/Spielberg-backed “The Hundred-
Foot Journey.” French cuisine and Helen 
Mirren bested by Cubanos and a Le-
guizamo.

Best movies you missed
“Filth,” with James McAvoy as a twisted, 
tormented Scottish cop; “Belle” with ris-
ing star Gugu Mbatha-Raw as the daugh-
ter of a slave, raised among aristocrats; 
and “Begin Again” (pictured), a tuneful, 
wistful New York romance where the love 
is all about the music.

Worst acting
 The cast of “Into the Storm,” for which 
director Steven Quale should take the 
credit.

Most in need of a fresh gag
Melissa McCarthy, “Tammy.” Watch “The 
Fluffy Movie,” dear, if you want to know 
how short the shelf life on fat jokes is.

Biggest laughs
“22 Jump Street” mocked its very exis-
tence and got away with it — hilariously.

Best curtain call
Philip Seymour Hoffman, “A Most 
Wanted Man.” It’s a pity he has to turn up 
in tiny doses in future “Hunger Games.” 
This le Carre adaptation was a fi tting exit.

Worst curtain calls
Woody Allen’s tin-eared “Magic in the 
Moonlight,” Clint Eastwood’s tone-deaf 
“Jersey Boys.” Does either still have the 
patience for rewriting jokes or retakes of 
fl atly played scenes?

Best sequel
“The Trip to Italy,” in which all these 
years of comical bickering, and now two 
road-trip movies further into their col-
laboration, Rob Brydon fi nally gets Steve 
Coogan to crack up with laughter.

Worst sequel
“Transformers: Age of Extinction,” be-
cause “Planes 2” at least tried harder.

Worst-served genre
Animation. A tired and joke-starved 
“How to Train Your Dragon 2,” and an 
improved-but-still DOA “Planes: Fire & 
Rescue.” Kids deserve better.

Best career move
Dying on screen. Tom Cruise did it scores 
of times, to the delight of fans and espe-
cially haters, in “Edge of Tomorrow.”

 Loudest
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” 
a Michael Bay production, got a Michael 
Bay soundtrack.

Most likely to succeed 
as a new Disney princess
“Malefi cent.” Bad girls need a tiara, too.

Most prescient
“Let’s  Be Cops,” about two goofs who 
dress up as police to get girls and fi nd 
purpose and machismo.  

Biggest marketing fail
“Get on Up.” A stunning star turn by 
Chadwick Boseman could have been an 
Oscar contender, but Universal rolled the 
fi lm out to the sounds of silence in early 
August.  

Biggest suckers
Ticket-buyers to “America,” a documenta-
ry-length whine by convicted liar Dinesh 
D’Souza proclaiming himself a martyr 
for being caught lying and facing jail time 
for it.

Real Oscar nominee
“Boyhood,” a possible best director, best 
screenplay and/or best picture contender. 

WEEKEND: MOVIES

Summer flicks: The good, the bad and the ugly

 UNIVERSAL PICTURES/AP

 Twentieth Century Fox Film 

 DISNEY/AP

 IFC FILMS/AP

Paramount Pictures, 
Nickelodeon Movies

WARNER BROS./AP 

DREAMWORKS ANIMATION/AP

Paramount Pictures

IFC FilmsWarner Bros. Pictures

WARNER BROS./AP 

 SONY PICTURES/AP

SUNDANCE INSTITUTE/AP

WARNER BROS./AP 

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY /AP

OPEN ROAD FILMS/AP

 MARVEL STUDIOS/MCT

Lionsgate
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 BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service 

Manipulative, contrived, melodra-
matic — all labels we slap on that 
most perfectly titled movie genre, 
“the weeper.” All fi t “If I Stay” 

like original packaging. Teenage girls and the 
boys who want to date them need to discover 
the pleasures of a well-executed teen weeper 
for themselves, and this fi lm fi lls the bill.

Chloe Grace Moretz takes on her fi rst real 
star-vehicle romance in this adaptation of 
Gayle Forman’s novel. Moretz is Mia, a Port-
land, Ore., high school cello prodigy who, 12 
minutes into the movie, is in a car crash. Her 
spirit awakens in the crimson snow to see her 
broken body hauled off in an ambulance.

As the able doctors operate on her, some-
body says, “If she wants to live, she’d better 
start fi ghting.” That’s what the movie is about, 
Mia’s spirit, dashing barefoot through the 
halls of the hospital, checking on the rest of 
her injured family and reliving, through fl ash-
backs, the life she might be leaving behind.

We travel back to her meeting Adam 
(Jamie Blackley), the hunky upperclassman 
alt rocker who is drawn to her good looks 

and her utter immersion in her instrument. 
Worlds collide as the Beethoven-loving cellist 
struggles to fi t in with Portland’s two-guitar 
bar-band scene.

In other episodes, we fall in with her still-
hip parents. Dad (Joshua Leonard) used to be 
a punk drummer, and mom (Mireille Enos) 
was a groupie/riot grrrl. Then they had their 
second child (Jakob Davies) and gave that up 
for straight jobs.

 Adam is Mia’s fi rst kiss, gives her that fi rst 
shot of whiskey and is her “fi rst” in that other 
all-important way. But she could get into Juil-
liard, and that fi rst love could be the one who 
got away.

Or she could never come out of this coma 
she’s in, the one we see her in every time we 
return to the hospital .

Director R.J. Cutler, a veteran TV producer/
director (“Nashville”), keeps the camera in 
tight on Moretz, and the romance of this sinks 
or swims on her performance. Her cello play-
ing is impressive , her girl-in-love moments 
awkward, in a kind of studious way. Some-
times her body language doesn’t match the 
tone of her voice or the pitch of the scene.  

And whatever disconnects the movie 
throws at us, the overfamiliar cliches of 
screen romance — pop music courtship mon-
tages — it eventually gets down to business, 
Mia’s choice. Does she stay or does she let go?

 In the end, what matters with any weeper 
is, “Does it earn tears?” Manipulated we may 
be, yanked through contrived melodrama 
that piles grief upon grief. But “If I Stay” will 
make you wish you’d brought a hanky.  
“If I Stay” is rated  PG-13 for thematic elements and 
some sexual material. Running time:  103 minutes. 

WEEKEND: MOVIES

New on base
“If I Stay” is playing at the following: 
Europe
Mildenhall, Ansbach, Baumholder, 
Grafenwöhr, Hohenfels, Ramstein, 
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart, Vilseck, Wies-
baden, Aviano, Vicenza and Brunssum.
Pacifi c
Atsugi, Yokota, Zama, Foster, Futenma, 
Hansen, Kadena, Kinser, Courtney, 
Yongsan South Post No. 2, Casey, Henry, 
Humphreys, Kunsan and Osan.
Online: ifi staymovie.com

Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

Young love lives or dies with one decision in ‘If I Stay’

 BY ROGER MOORE

McClatchy-Tribune News Service 

 Chloe Grace Moretz is spending a 
lot of time pondering life’s tran-
sitions. At 17, it’s not too soon for 
her to wonder about that gener-

ally awkward leap to more adult roles. 
For every Emma Watson, gracefully 
continuing her career into her 20s, there 
are fi ve Amanda Bynes, and Moretz has 
to know that.

“I’ve done this (acting) for the past 
12-13 years of my life,”  the star of “Car-
rie” and “Hugo” says. “It’s my love and 
my passion. It’s my one true calling. I 
wouldn’t give it up for anything in the 
world. But at some point in my life, 
maybe in the next two years, I would like 
to go to a fi lm school and learn cinema-
tography and editing. I am fascinated by 
the technical side of the business.”

And her new fi lm has had her mulling 
over the BIG transition — life to death 
and what might come after. “If I Stay,” 
 based on Gayle Forman’s young adult 
novel about a comatose teen who faces 
the stark choices of life or death, forces 
issues of mortality on an age group that is 
famed for thinking itself immortal.

“You don’t think about how unexpected 
death is at that age, my age,” she says. 
“In this movie, we just get in the car and 
bad things happen. ... My character’s 
listening to music, the voice-over is a 
little ominous. And then BAM! It’s as 
quick as when it happens in real life. ... 
Life doesn’t usually have this big build-
up until death. It’s sudden.”

Moretz’s character, Mia, is an aspiring 
cellist with a shot at Juilliard, a teen girl 
in love for the fi rst time (Jamie Blackley) 
with an adoring, indulgent family. But 
Juilliard damages the romance. A car 
accident leaves her in a coma, and as 
her spirit wanders through fl ashbacks 

and the halls of that hospital, she pulls 
together reasons for giving up as well as 
things that might make her fi ght to live.

“Bring it down to a baseline that we can 
all see — that common denominator of 
loss,” Moretz says. “We can all, no matter 
how young we are, connect with losing 

someone or some-
thing and grieving 
over it. Even a little 
kid gets that. ... In 
love, it’s so fl eeting 
when you’re my age. 
You get that high, 
you’re in that ro-
mantic high, on the 
top of a mountain. 
And then it’s gone 
— just like that, in a 
fl ash, it’s suddenly 
gone. You’re careen-
ing down off that 
mountain on your 
way down to Earth.

“Tragic love 
stories pull us in be-

cause of that high and the low that follows. 
It gives them that much more impact.”

The daughter of an Atlanta plastic 
surgeon and a nurse, younger sister to 
an actor and acting coach, Moretz has 
seemed destined for at least child star-
dom from the start. Making her mark in 
fi lms such as “Kick-Ass” and “Let Me 
In,” she offi cially became a talent worth 
following, meaning that even a misstep 
— last year’s stumbling “Carrie” remake 
— earned notices that declared how “un-
nervingly talented” (Cath Clarke, Time 
Out) or “fi ercely talented” (The Guardian 
newspaper) she is, whatever the fi lm she’s 
miscast in.

So it’s no surprise that she’s a very 
convincing cellist in “If I Stay,” or that she 
had never picked up the instrument before 
taking the role.

“It’s so intricate, so soulful,” she 
says of the cello. “You have to 
devote, like, 15 years of your life to 
it to be any good at all. It’s a very 
emotive, versatile instrument. It 
took me seven or eight months 
to get to the point where I could 
fake it. It was less diffi cult get-
ting the technical side of it, the 
bowing and all, than getting 
the emotion right. You get this 
vibration, playing the cello; the 
physicality of it is kind of wild. 
Watch a cellist who is really 
into it playing it, and they seem 
to express these big emotions.” 

When she wasn’t playing 
the cello, “If I Stay” had her 
running  through the halls of a 
hospital set, a lost soul trying to 
decide whether life is still worth 
living. She fi gures  her generation   
will buy into that concept without 
hesitation.

“We’re pretty open-minded 
about spiritual stuff,” she  said. 
“We’re smart enough that we don’t 
want to be spoon-fed a belief 
system, some sort of candy-
coated philosophy. That’s why 
the movies that appeal to us are 
not just Christian or Buddhist 
or Jewish or whatever. We’re 
kind of open to looking at a 
broad spectrum of religions, 
beliefs and forms of spiritu-
ality. That’s why I think this 
movie will connect with 
people my age. We don’t 
want to be told 
what to believe, 
or to expect in 
an afterlife. ‘If I 
Stay’ doesn’t tell 
you. It lets you 
think about it.” 

Moretz faces life’s big 
questions in ‘If I Stay’

Chloe Grace Moretz stars as a girl who  has an out-of-body 
experience after an accident that left her in a coma in “If I Stay.”  
DOANE GREGORY, WARNER BROTHERS, NEW LINE CINEMA, MGM/MCT

‘ Tragic 
love stories 
pull us in 
because of 
that high 
and the low 
that follows. 
It gives 
them that 
much more 
impact. ’
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WEEKEND: VIDEO GAMES

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

 BY MICHAEL DARNELL

Stars and Stripes 

Before Naughty Dog released “The Last of 
Us” last year, there was a certain  expecta-
tion for  how a game from the studio respon-
sible for the “Uncharted” series would turn 

out . It was assumed that it would be beautiful to look 
at —  “Uncharted” is one of the most visually detailed 
games around. Fans expected great voice acting and 
interesting set pieces, based on the studio’s output to 
that point.

What they could not have anticipated, however, was 
the impact “The Last of Us” would go on to create. 
Not only did the deeply emotional exploration of hu-
manity disguised as a third-person shooter run away 
with nearly every game of the year award imagin-

able, it has remained solidly in 
the discussion for one of the best 
games ever created.

The only real downside to 
the game is that it was released 
toward the end of the PlaySta-
tion 3’s life cycle and as such, 
people waiting for the inevitable 
hardware refresh missed out .

That’s a problem the recent 
release of “The Last of Us: Re-
mastered” is aiming to fi x.

Right off the bat, if you’re one of the players who 
missed out on this game the fi rst time around, it’s 
absolutely worth picking up. The components that 
made the game so memorable — the story, its themes 
and gameplay — remain unchanged.

Joel and Ellie’s journey across a post-apocalyptic 
America still resonates a year later, perhaps even 
more so with a bit of space between the release hype 
and today. It doesn’t hurt that “Remastered” includes 
a visual fi delity overhaul that now  has the game run-
ning at a silky-smooth 60 frames per second (with 
an option to cap it at the original 30fps), native 1080p 

resolution and upgraded textures that have brought 
the game from beautiful to stunning.

The game was never ugly, but now it’s exception-
ally detailed and  has to be seen in motion for it to re-
ally be appreciated. In fact, Naughty Dog is so proud 
of what their artists and programmers were able to 
do with “Remastered” that they’ve also included a 
photo mode that can turned on and off at any point 
in the game. I spent more time than I care to admit 
in this mode just taking screenshots of the gorgeous 
backdrops.

The inclusion of the post-release DLC to the pack-
age is the other big addition to the overall experience.  
Personally, I would strongly recommend completing 
the extra missions after  completing the main story, as 
some parts of them expand  upon things that happen 
in the main story.

Naughty Dog also included a new diffi culty level 
titled “Grounded,” which strips away the listen mode 
and greatly increases the intelligence of the enemies, 
while reducing the amount of supplies in the world. 
This mode is strictly for those who enjoy suffering, 
but it’s a nice addition for returning fans who already 
know what challenges lay around the corner.

 Even with these additions to the original game, it 
still remains largely the same game that millions of 
people played last year. If you’re a newcomer to the se-
ries, “Remastered” is an easy recommendation. “The 

Last of Us” is a game that should be played by anybody 
considering themselves a fan of video games.

But if you’ve already played it on the PlayStation 3, 
is it still worth your hard-earned dollars? I would say 
yes, but with a caveat. As much fun as I had revisiting 
one of my favorite games and playing around with the 
photo mode, it’s very much the same game I played 
just 13 months ago. I’m still shooting cordycep-in-
fested abominations, dragging around platforms and 
hunting down ladders.

The upgraded visuals helped to lessen some of the 
monotony, but no amount of high-resolution leaves 
can detract from the fact that I’ve already been there 
and done that. That’s not to say I didn’t enjoy my time 
revisiting one of the better games ever created, but 
your personal enjoyment of “Remastered” will be 
strongly tied to how often you enjoy replaying games.

If you’re looking for anything massively new, you 
might be disappointed. But if you’re looking to see 
what happens when a studio takes one of the best 
games ever made, and then improves upon it in every 
conceivable way, “The Last of Us: Remastered” is a 
defi nite must-purchase.

Bottom Line: Newcomers to “The Last of Us” 
should buy this immediately; fans revisiting it prob-
ably should as well.

Platform: PlayStation 4
darnell.michael@stripes.com

New and improved
‘The Last of Us: Remastered’ transforms a beautiful classic into a stunning one

 “The Last of Us: Remastered” for the PlayStation 
4 features higher-resolution character models, 
and enhanced shadows and lighting, in addition to 
several other gameplay improvements.

 Photos courtesy of Naughty Dog
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Giants in Belgium
For an outing steeped in 

folkloric tradition, Ath, Belgium, 
would make a fi ne destination as 
its annual fair known as the Du-
casse d’Ath plays out. The event 
rates a place on UNESCO’s list of 
Masterpieces of the Oral and In-
tangible Heritage of Humanity.

The fair, which dates to the 
15th century, features seven 
“giants,” oversize allegorical 
fi gures who move through the 
streets. On Saturday, the one 
known as Gouyasse, or Goliath, 
will wed his beloved in the town’s 
St. Julien’s church at 3 p.m., then 
battle it out with another giant, 
David, at 4:45 p.m. On Sunday, a 
procession featuring the giants, 
fl oats and folklore groups march-
es through the town beginning at 
9:45 a.m. and winds up about 3 
p.m. On Monday, the fi gures once 
again parade through the streets 
to solicit donations. It’s also 
possible to take carriage rides 
through Ath’s old town or watch 
hot air balloons ascend. Learn 
more about the event at tinyurl.
com/momfl q8.

Street artists in Italy
Both this weekend and the 

next, the streets of Ferrara, Italy, 
will bustle as the UNESCO-listed 
city known for its Renaissance 
palaces welcomes performing 
artists from around the world. 

The Ferrara Buskers Festival 
was launched in 1988 to raise the 
profi le of street musicians and 
attract tourists to this medieval 
walled city by the Po River. This 
year’s edition will welcome some 
1,000 artists from more than 
30 countries: aerialists, clowns, 
dancers, jugglers, tightrope 
walkers and a host of other origi-
nal acts will take to the streets in 
what’s billed as the biggest event 
dedicated to street artists in the 
world. 

Every year sees one designat-
ed country welcomed as special 

guest; this year, Mongolia’s 
artists are honored. Other acts 
hail from Algeria, Argentina, 
Cuba, Ecuador, Japan, Senegal 
and other far-fl ung corners of 
the world. 

The festival opens Friday in 
Comacchio and moves to Fer-
rara for the weekend; on Mon-
day the artists perform in Lugo. 
They then return to Ferrara and 
remain there through Aug. 31. 

Festival opening hours are 
6 p.m. to midnight except on 
Sundays, when the action runs 
from 5-8 p.m. Admission is free. 
Learn more at ferrarabuskers.
com.

Czech hip-hop 
The Czech town of Hradec 

Kralove, located about 70 miles 
east of Prague, is sure to attract 
hip-hop fans in droves through 
Saturday with its annual lineup 
of artists from Europe, Britain, 
the United States and other 
parts of the world. One of the 
largest festivals for this genre of 
music in all Europe, this music-
and-dance event traditionally 
attracts a young crowd some 
20,000 strong. 

Hip Hop Kemp sprawls across 
six venues, including a live stage 
and several platforms for those 
who want to dance; alternatively, 
watch battles of dancing crews, 
catch the open-mic shows or 
take in a workshop. Performers 
hailing from the U.S. include 
Black Milk, Dilated Peoples, 
KRS One, Bizarre Ride 2, the 
Pharcyde and Dillon Cooper. 

Revelers can grab some sleep 
in a camping area that has 
showers and safe-deposit facili-
ties available at additional cost. 
The camping fee is 250 crowns 
(about $12) per person, and the 
area remains open until noon on 
Sunday. On-site parking costs an 
additional 200 crowns. 

At press time, adult tickets 
were selling for 64 euros (about 
$85.50) via a website linked to 
the event’s home page, 4tix.de.

The event is open to all ages. 
Those under age 10 and 130 
centimeters get in for free in the 
company of a parent.

 Visit the festival’s website at 
Hiphopkemp.cz. 

THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE
TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

EuropeWEEKEND

Stars and Stripes 

Goliath is one of the main 
characters in the giants parade 
in Ath, Belgium.

Through August, early risers get a break on 
admission to Titanic Belfast, which calls itself 
“the world’s largest Titanic visitor experience.”  
Discounted rates are 10 pounds (about $12) for 
adults (a savings of 5.50 pounds from the regular 
price) and 6 pounds for children (a savings of 1.25 
pounds) for entry at 9 a.m., 9:20 a.m. and 9:40 

a.m. (Tickets can be booked online for an addi-
tional 1-pound fee.)   

Titanic Belfast extends over nine galleries, 
drawing together special effects, dark rides, full-
scale reconstructions and interactive features to 
explore the Titanic story. Find more information 
at titanicbelfast.com.

To celebrate the arrival of Prince 
George, son of England’s Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge, 
Buckingham Palace is 
inviting guests to an ex-
hibition celebrating 
royal children.

The Royal 
Childhood ex-
hibition, which 
 runs to Sept. 
28, gives visi-
tors insight 
into what it’s 
like to grow 
up as a royal, 
showcasing 
some of the 
outfi ts, gifts and 
toys belonging 
to royal children 
in the past 250 
years. Many of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s own toys 
are on display, from beloved 
dolls and games to a replica of 
the extravagant doll house given to 
her by the people of Wales. The original 
is played with by young royals today. Ac-
cording to the Royal Collection website, 
it has a real thatched roof and electric 
lights, and the kitchen is equipped with 
running water. 

Other highlights of the exhibition 
include the queen’s rocking horse , Prince 
William’s sailor suit  and dolls made by the 
Princess Victoria based on characters from her 
favorite ballets. Those hoping for a glimpse into 
the life of Prince George can see the silk-and-lace 
gown he wore at his christening last year, plus the 

extravagant font he was lifted into. It was de-
signed in 1841 for the daughter of Queen Victoria, 
and has been used at royal baptisms ever since. 
Find more information at royalcollection.org.
uk.exhibitions/royal-childhood.

Through Sept. 28:

Get a glimpse of royal childhood at Buckingham Palace

AP

The Titanic House Visitor Centre is refl ected on Belfast Lough, Northern Ireland.

Through August: Save on Titanic Belfast

Anna Reynolds, curator of The Royal Childhood 
exhibition, displays toys owned by the young Queen 
Elizabeth II and her sister, Princess Anne. They include 
two Parisian dolls, left; a 1928 wicker toy baby buggy; 
a boy doll in a navy uniform; and “Pamela” in a beret. 

KIRSTY WIGGLESWORTH/AP
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BY MICHAEL ABRAMS

Stars and Stripes

If you are looking for a 
nice place to go for a day, 
without having to drive too 
far, we have just the place 

for you. 
Not far from Kaiserslautern, 

Ramstein or Baumholder is the 
town of Blieskastel.

It fi rst came to our attention 
while driving to France on Auto-
bahn A6. There was one of those 
brown signs that point out places 
of interest, and it read “Barock-
stadt Blieskastel.” So one sunny 
summer morning we headed out 
to see how much baroque Blies-
kastel had to offer.

Turns out, quite a bit: a 
church, a small palace, a town 
hall and a long row of houses all 
built in baroque style, although 
perhaps not quite as ornate as 
you see in some places, such as 
France, perhaps.

But Blieskastel, as we found 
out, has even more going for it: 
a restaurant/cafe-ringed market 
square, a pilgrimage chapel with 
a remarkable statue, other nooks 
and crannies with a variety of 
architecture and a 4,000-year-
old monolith standing in a fi eld 
above the town.

Driving into Blieskastel, the 
fi rst thing you notice is an open 
gate sitting in the middle of a 
very busy traffi c circle. It is sort 
of an open-hearted welcome to 

the town, but the only way to 
actually get up close to it by foot 
is by dodging cars going around 
the circle. It’s best just to park 
the car in one of the nearby lots 
and walk into town.

Its center is the Marktplatz 
with its Napoleon Fountain. 
Because a snake wraps around 
and protrudes from the fountain, 
spouting water from its mouth, it 
is also known as the Schlangen-
brunnen, or Snake Fountain. 

From here, follow the pedes-
trian signs to the Heilig-Kreuz-
Kapelle. After a steep climb, 
you come to the 17th-century 

chapel that has been a place of 
pilgrimage over the centuries, 
interrupted only by the French 
Revolution, when French soldiers 
used it as an ammunition dump. 

Inside, behind the altar, is the 
“Unsere Liebe Frau mit den 
Pfeilen,” or “Our Dear Lady with 
the Arrows,” icon. According to 
legend, marauding soldiers shot 
arrows into the wood carving 
and blood ran from its wounds. A 
countess of Blieskastel’s eye dis-
ease was cured when she rubbed 
the blood in her eyes.

There are many religious stat-
ues outside the chapel and in the 

nearby gardens. 
Walk back into town and follow 

signs to the Schlösschen, or Little 
Palace. On your way, you pass a 
row of baroque buildings lining 
the street. The Schlösschen, the 
last in the row, was built in the 
late 18th century and is one of 
the best examples of the town’s 
baroque architecture. Today it is 
used as a school. 

Across the street is the 
baroque Schlosskirche. Con-
struction began in 1776 and 
fi nal touches were made in 1781. 
The interior has been recently 
renovated.

Behind it is the Renaissance 
Lange Bau, the last remnant of 
the city’s palace. Known as the 
Orangerie and built in the late 
17th century, it is used today 
for concerts and exhibitions. Its 
garden is a relaxing place to rest 
weary feet.

Then follow the signs to the 
Gollenstein, about a mile hike.

The 4,000-year-old monolith is 
one of Germany’s oldest cultural 
monuments.

It was dismantled in 1939 
because it was considered a pos-
sible marker for French artillery 
across the nearby border. Unfor-
tunately, it broke in four pieces. 
It was re-erected in 1951, using 
concrete to hold it together.

If you didn’t have lunch in 
town, consider a picnic on this 
ancient site.
abrams.mike@stripes.com

Blieskastel, Germany, offers architecture and charm

Go for baroque  

DIRECTIONS
Take Autobahn A6 toward 
Saarbrücken, then A8 toward 
Zweibrücken, exiting at the 
Einöd/Blieskastel exit. Follow 
highway B423 to Blieskastel. 
From Kaiserslautern, it is about 
37 miles; from Baumholder, 
about 45 miles.

TIMES
Visit anytime, but it is more fun 
when the weather is good and 
you can sit outside.

COSTS
Parking in the big lots on the 
edge of town is free.

FOOD
There are plenty of restaurants 
and cafes in all price classes.

INFORMATION
See blieskastel.de (German only).

— Michael Abrams

ON THE QT

EuropeWEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Standing in the middle of a traffi c circle, this open gate welcomes visitors to Blieskastel, a town in Germany’s Saarland state.

The Hercules Fountain in 
Blieskastel was erected in 
1691. This statue of the 
Greco-Roman hero that tops 
the fountain is supposedly the 
sixth, sculpted in 1954.

The Renaissance Lange is the last remnant of Blieskastel palace. 
Known as the Orangerie,  it is used today for concerts and 
exhibitions.  It’s also a nice place to rest weary feet.

For more photos of 
Blieskastel, Germany, go to
stripes.com/go/blieskastel
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BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

The lamb croquettes were 
unexpected.

Served on a piece of 
black slate, the two balls 

of battered lamb nestled in piles 
of onion came not long after the 
complimentary rolls. My wife 
and I had not ordered them, 
but they were another part of 
Rhubarb’s focus on service and 
presentation.

Rhubarb is a relatively new 
edition to dining options in New-
market, England, and one that 
is easily missed. The restaurant 
has only about 10 tables, and its 
narrow storefront on the edge of 
The Guineas Shopping Centre 
does not draw attention. The 
wider, glass storefronts of a fi sh-
and-chips place and the Pantry 
Fine Food Shop and Eatery com-
mand the eye.

Inside, however, presenta-
tion is paramount. The chicken 
entree (13 British pounds, or 
about $20) comes with the breast 
chopped into very manageable 
slices on top of watercress puree 
and drizzled with mustard sauce. 
The chicken, which the restau-
rant boasts as locally sourced, 
was juicy and fi rm, with the oc-
casional bit of cooked crispness 
on the edge. The sauce was tasty, 
but far too sparingly applied.

The 8-ounce steak (17 Brit-
ish pounds) is simple and comes 
with all of the staples expected 
on the English menu: onion 
rings, a portion of tomato, a large 
mushroom and plenty of fries. 
The peppercorn sauce that came 
with the steak was spicy with a 
sour fi nish when sampled alone 
and complemented the steak per-

fectly — and just about anything 
else you chose to dip in it.

The most interesting dessert 
on the menu is the “hot choco-
late orange fondant with BBQ 

orange puree and honeycomb 
ice cream” for 6 British pounds. 
This translates on the plate to 
a small cake that gushes with 
liquid chocolate, which has a hint 
of orange in it. 

Split this with someone, as I 
did with my wife, and its life on 
the table will not even reach fi ve 
minutes.
mathis.adam@stripes.com

After Hours: 
England

Grilled chicken salad
works for Labor Day

Location: On the edge of 
The Guineas Shopping 
Centre not far from New-
market’s High Street. The 
center has parking, free 
after 4 p.m.
Dress: Rhubarb does not 
publish a dress code, but it 
has a formal atmosphere. 
Dress as though you are 
going to work.
Cost: Expect to spend 13 
British pounds (about $20) 
or more for an entree. Most 
desserts cost 6 pounds.
More information: Visit 
therhubarb.co.uk

— Adam L. Mathis

RHUBARB

EuropeWEEKEND: FOOD & DINING

Lamb croquettes were served as 
a bonus at Rhubarb, along with 
complimentary rolls.  

PHOTOS BY ADAM L. MATHIS/Stars and Stripes

Potential diners look at the menu for Rhubarb, a restaurant in the shopping area of Newmarket, England.

Rhubarb’s chicken dish features potato, slices of chicken breast and 
leg meat sheathed in bacon and wrapped around mushrooms.

BY SARA MOULTON

The Associated Press

Labor Day, summer’s 
last hurrah, is a feast 
day. And  we tend 
to overdo it. Ribs, 

steaks, burgers and hot dogs? 
Check, check, check and 
check!

Vegetables and other light 
fare? Not so much.  

Allow me to propose an 
alternative — a dish that’s 
simultaneously light and 
refreshing and substantial: 
chicken paillard. Paillard 
is a French culinary term 
referring to a piece of meat 
pounded thin, then grilled or 
sauteed. In this case, we’re 
going to marinate and grill 
chicken breasts, then top 
them off with a peach and 
arugula salad glorifi ed with a 
full-fat blue cheese dressing.

Where do you fi nd these 
skinny cuts of chicken? 
Chances are you can pick up 
thin chicken breast cutlets 
at the supermarket. Or you 
can buy chicken breasts of 
average girth, pop them in the 
freezer for 30 minutes, then 
cut them horizontally into two 
thin cutlets.  

Whatever kind of breasts 
you start with, you’ll need 
to pound the cutlets to the 
desired thinness. And you’ll 
want to avoid shredding them 
in the process .

Here’s a little trick to avoid 
any shredding. Sprinkle 
both sides of the cutlet with 
cold water before putting it 
between two sheets of plastic 
wrap (or in a zip-close plastic 
bag). Then pound away, as 
planned, with a meat pounder 
or a rolling pin. You’ll notice 
that the water cushions the 
meat, preventing it from 
sticking to the plastic and 
shredding.

Next, it’s time to bathe the 
cutlets for an hour in a simple 
marinade of olive oil, lemon 
and garlic. Their thinness 
helps them to soak up the 
fl avor fast. Grilling the cutlets 
takes almost no time, about 
1 minute per side. Let them 
rest for 5 minutes and they’re 
good to go.

 The salad is a cinch 

— sliced fresh summer peaches 
and baby arugula (or your fa-
vorite greens) tossed with a blue 
cheese dressing. Happily, a little 
bit of full-fat blue cheese goes a 
long way.  In this recipe, 1 ounce 
serves four people. Indeed, it’s 
so rich that I’ve combined it 
with low-fat mayonnaise, Greek 
yogurt and a little bit of water 
to thin it out. Toasted walnuts  
provide the fi nal touch.

GRILLED CHICKEN 

PAILLARD WITH PEACH 

AND ARUGULA SALAD

Ingredients
2 pounds chicken breasts, 

pounded 1/16-inch-thick
¼ cup lemon juice
¼ cup extra-virgin oil
4 teaspoons minced garlic
Kosher salt and ground black 

pepper
8 cups baby arugula
4 large peaches, thinly sliced
½ cup fat-free plain Greek 

yogurt
¼ cup light mayonnaise
2 ounces fi nely crumbled blue 

cheese
1 cup chopped toasted walnuts
Directions
In a large zip-close plastic 

bag, combine the chicken with 
the lemon juice, olive oil, garlic, 
1 teaspoon of salt and several 
grindings of pepper. Mix, then 
chill for 1 hour.

Heat the grill to medium-high. 
Use an oil-soaked paper towel 
held with tongs to oil the grill 
grates.

Remove the chicken from the 
marinade, letting the excess 
liquid drip off. Grill  chicken until 
it is just cooked, about 1 minute 
per side. Transfer to a plate, 
cover with foil and let rest for 5 
minutes.

Meanwhile, in a large bowl 
combine the arugula and the 
peaches. In a small bowl com-
bine the yogurt, mayonnaise and 
blue cheese. Stir in enough water 
to achieve the desired consis-
tency (about 1/3 cup), then season 
with salt and pepper. Add the 
dressing to the salad and toss .

To serve, arrange one of the 
paillards on each serving plate 
and top with salad and nuts.
Start to finish: 1 hour 20 minutes (20 
minutes active). Makes 8 servings, 370 
calories each. 

MATTHEW MEAD/AP

Grilled chicken paillard serves as an alternative end-of-summer 
dish that is light, refreshing and substantial. 
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Wear and tear could mean new extinction for Pompeii
A fate sealed in stone?

GETTING THERE
Pompeii is on the Circumvesuvi-
ana train line, about 30 minutes 
from Naples, and the Pompei 
Scavi stop will take you to an 
entrance.  

COSTS
Admission is 11 euros; for 20 
euros you can get a three-day 
pass to Pompeii and four other 
excavation sites, the best known 
being the nearby seaside town of 
Herculaneum.

TOURS
Guided tours are available at the 
entrance for an additional fee 
(guides should display a license 
from the Region Campania), but 
be aware tours vary in quality. 
Audio guides are also available 
for rent.

FOOD & DRINK
Two millennia ago, taverns were 
liberally represented in Pompeii. 
Today, there’s just one place: Au-
togrill cafeteria near the Forum. 
Not exactly Lucullan feasting, 
but they do sell passable panini.

INFORMATION
Website: pompeiisites.org

— The Associated Press

KNOW & GO

Partially restored columns stand in the old forum of Pompeii. 
An estimated 2.5 million people visit the ruins each year.  

PHOTOS BY MICHELE LOCKE/AP

A plaster cast captures the horror of a victim of the volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius, which in A.D. 
79 destroyed the ancient town of Pompeii, near modern-day Naples, Italy. A plaster injection process 
was devised to create casts of bodies encased by volcanic ash. 

BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
The Associated Press

Pompeii is the city of the 
long goodbye.

In A.D. 62, a major 
earthquake toppled 

buildings, causing severe dam-
age, a harbinger of what was to 
come. Seventeen years later, in 
A.D. 79, Mount Vesuvius erupted, 
burying Pompeii in a swift and 
terrible destruction.

Today, Pompeii is under threat 
of a new extinction brought 
on partly by exposure to the 
elements and the burden of foot 
traffi c, 2.5 million pairs of feet 
per year, to be exact.

But although death is 
Pompeii’s calling card, it’s the 
glimpses of everyday life from 
long ago — including ancient 
frescoes from a brothel — that 
truly fascinate.

You can wander down streets 
and stride across the stepping 
stones that kept the ancient 
residents’ feet dry during fl oods 
(no need to soak those Roman 
sandals). You can see fi rst-centu-
ry mosaic fl oors that put modern 
kitchen vinyl to shame, or peer at 
faded frescoes on a living room 
wall and imagine the house fi lled 
with the sound of a lively dinner 
party.

It’s even possible to come face 
to face with the horror of long 
ago via the famous body casts 
of volcanic victims. After the 
disaster, bodies were encased in 
volcanic ash, which hardened. 
Meanwhile, the corpses decayed, 
leaving voids. In the mid-19th 
century, Italian archaeologist 
Giuseppi Fiorelli, a key fi gure in 
the excavation and preservation 
of Pompeii, saw the voids and 
fi gured out how to pour plaster 
inside. The shell was cracked 
open and the dead revealed.

Many of Pompeii’s artifacts, 
including several body casts, can 
be found in the Naples National 
Archaeological Historical Mu-
seum. Also in the museum is the 
infamous “Secret Cabinet,” a col-
lection of erotic art, mostly from 
Pompeii, which was censored for 
decades.

Some erotica can still be found 
at the ruins, including the wall 
paintings of the House of the 
Mysteries. A poignant exhibit 
is the Garden of the Fugitives, 
where body casts of victims who 

were overcome as they fl ed are 
displayed behind glass. Other 
highlights of the ruins include 
Lupanar, a brothel — wall 
frescoes here depict what was on 
offer back then — and the House 
of the Small Fountain, which 
features a gracious design. The 
amphitheater is generally a less-
crowded spot if you’re looking for 
a break.

What lies ahead for Pompeii is 
uncertain. The European Union 
has earmarked millions to pro-
tect and repair the site as part of 
the Great Pompeii rehabilitation 
project, but progress has been 
slow. About one-third of the city 
is believed to be still buried, but 
a moratorium has been declared 
on new excavations as a con-
servation measure. Earlier this 
year, about $2.7 million was ap-
proved for routine maintenance 
after heavy rains caused a wall 
to collapse and some stones to 
fall at the Temple of Venus. 
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Today’s technology makes 
travel easier than ever. 
Even when you want to 
get away from it all, it 

makes sense to take your devices 
with you. You can keep in touch 
if you want to, plus you’ll have 
instant access to resources that 
can enrich your trip. I wouldn’t 
leave home without mine.

Essentially, a smartphone 
helps you make the most of your 
travel time. For example, some of 
Europe’s blockbuster sights, such 
as the Eiffel Tower in Paris and 
the Colosseum in Rome, allow 
you to buy tickets and have them 
sent to your phone — enabling 
you to skip the formidable lines.

You can also check hours and 
the weather forecast, and get 
directions to places you want to 
visit, and confi rm other details 
that help you plan your itinerary. 

Besides managing the nitty-
gritty details, you can enhance 
sightseeing with audio tours and 
podcasts. (It works best to down-
load these at home before your 
trip.) I’m even starting to see 
more innovative ways to use your 
mobile device when sightseeing, 
such as the QR codes posted at 
spots of interest.

 With a little preparation, you 
can text, make calls, and access 
the Internet — without breaking 
the bank.

First, confi rm that your phone 
will work internationally. Find 
out your service provider’s global 
roaming rates for voice calls, 
text messaging, and data roam-
ing and tell them which of those 
services you’d like to activate. 

(When you get home, remember 
to cancel these services to avoid 
extra charges.)

If you’d rather use your phone 
exclusively on Wi-Fi, ask your 
provider to deactivate roaming 
options on your account. You can 
also put your phone in “airplane 

mode,” and 
then turn your 
Wi-Fi back on.

Wi-Fi is easy 
to fi nd through-
out Europe. 
Most accommo-
dations offer it, 
usually for free. 
When you’re 
out and about, 

head to a cafe. They’ll usually 
tell you their Wi-Fi password if 
you buy something. Some towns 
have free public Wi-Fi hotspots 
in highly traffi cked areas. Keep 
in mind that using a shared 
network comes with the potential 
for cyberattacks. It’s safest to use 
a password-protected network 
rather than being open to the 
world. If you’re not actively using 
a hotspot, turn off Wi-Fi so that 
your device is not visible to oth-
ers. And save your banking and 
fi nance chores for your return 
home.

 Data roaming — accessing the 
Internet over a cellular connec-
tion — is handy when you can’t 
fi nd usable Wi-Fi. It’s important 
to set up data roaming with your 
service provider before your 
trip; if you do this, it costs about 
$25 for around 100 megabytes 
(enough to view 1,000 emails or 
100 websites) — more than you’ll 

likely need to bridge the gaps 
between reliable Wi-Fi.

 Limit how much data you use 
by switching your phone’s email 
settings from “push” to “fetch.”  

Also, be aware of apps — such 
as news, weather, and sports tick-
ers — that automatically update. 

 Wherever I go,  I appreciate 
staying connected with my fam-
ily, friends, work, and most im-
portantly the place I’m visiting.
Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) 
writes European travel guidebooks and 
hosts travel shows on television and 
radio. Email him at rick@ricksteves.
com and follow his blog on Facebook.

Traveling smart with smartphones
Dominic Bonuchelli

Catch up on correspondence 
using Wi-Fi at cafes.

Steves
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THE PACIFIC EXPERIENCE

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

FIREWORKS

IN CONCERT

PacificWEEKEND

Japan
  JOHN LEGEND: Yokohama, Oct. 1, 7:30 
p.m., Pacifi co Yokohama, 8,500 yen; Sunrise 
Promotion Tokyo 0570-00-3337. 

 MARIAH CAREY: Chiba, Oct. 
4, 5 p.m., Makuhari Messe 
International Exhibition Hall 
7-8; Yokohama, Oct. 6, 7 p.m., 

Yokohama Arena, 9,000-18,000 yen; Udo 
03-3402-5999. 
 FATBOY SLIM: Chiba, Oct. 19, 3 p.m., 
Makuhari Messe, 9,800 yen standing; Smash 
03-3444-6751. 
 THE HEAVY: Tokyo, Oct. 21, 7 p.m., Ebisu 
the Garden Hall, 6,500 yen, standing; Smash 
03-3444-6751. 
THE METERS EXPERIENCE:  Tokyo, Oct. 
27-28, 7 & 9:30 p.m., Billboard Live Tokyo, 
7,500-9,500 yen; 03-3405-1133 .  

For a list of displays
in Japan and South Korea: 
stripes.com/go/pacfi reworks

�

NORIO MUROI/Stars and Stripes

See the moves at Mitaka Awa Odori 
Awa odori is a unique type of dancing that originated in Tokushima prefecture, Japan.  Ren — a group of 
dancers — distinguish themselves by displaying diffi cult variations and wearing colorful costumes. This is 
a  ren of women dancing with music during a parade down on main streets of Mitaka city, Tokyo. Catch the 
event Aug. 30 and 31 on  Chuo and Sakura streets of Mitaka city . 

OFF BASE

Events are as accurate as possible at press time. Since 
times or event schedules can change, please verify 
events before attending.

Japan
CHARA-HOBBY 2014 C3xHOBBY (Chiba 
prefecture): Aug. 23 and 24, 10 a.m.-5:15 
p.m.; one of Japan’s largest trade shows for 
animated character goods and hobby items; 
Makuhari Messe Exhibition Halls 1-3; 1,500 yen 
adults, ages 12 and under free . 
 EIHEIJI TEMPLE LANTERN FESTIVAL 
– KUZURYU MATSURI (Fukui prefecture): 
Aug. 24, 6 p.m.; fl oating lanterns on the water 
of the River Kuzuryu from Eiheiji Temple Riverside 
Park Kasen Koen, after a Buddhist memorial 
service by  monks practicing asceticism; fi reworks 
8:40 p.m. ; 1,500 yen to fl oat a lantern .  
KENSHIN MATSURI (Niigata prefecture): 
Aug. 24, 6-8 p.m.; commemorating Kenshin 
Uesugi, a samurai hero of Joetsu city, with a 
samurai warriors parade and a re-enactment of 

the Kawanakajima Battle (1561) at the site of 
Kasugayamajo Castle on Sunday; 30-minute walk 
from JR Kasugayama Station on Shinetsu Line  . 
 FUJI YOSHIDA FIRE FESTIVAL (Yamanashi 
prefecture): Aug. 26 and 27; celebrates the 
end of Mount Fuji’s climbing season and honors 
the guardian spirit of the volcano. Guests can 
enjoy a mikoshi (portable shrine) procession 
during the festival, large bonfi res that line the 
village road and 100 festival stalls; Fuji Sengen 
Shrine ;  tinyurl.com/kfespp9. 
 ECO EDO NIHONBASHI ART AQUARIUM 
2014 (Tokyo): Through Sept. 23, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. and 7-11 p.m.; 5,000 goldfi sh in water with 
the theme of Seeking Cool Air with Edo-Period 
 Styled Practices; Coredo Muromachi, Nihobashi 
Mitsui Hall ; 1,000 yen adults, 600 yen kids, free 
ages 3 & younger;  tinyurl.com/meqajc3.  

Okinawa
   RYUKYU DYNASTY MOON VIEWING 
FESTIVAL: Sept. 6 and 7, 6:30-9 p.m.; 

reproduction of the Mid-Autumn Banquet held 
during the Ryukyu Dynasty to welcome envoys 
from China. Visitors can enjoy Okinawan 
traditional performing arts under the autumn full 
moon at Shuri Castle Park, 1-2 Shuri Kinjo-cho, 
Naha city ;  tinyurl.com/8j3s2zn . 

South Korea
GOESAN RED PEPPER FESTIVAL 
(Chungcheongbuk-do): Aug. 28-31; held 
during harvest season to promote peppers grown 
in Goesan; Sports Complex, mini-football fi eld, 
Culture & Sports Center, Dongjincheon Stream 
area ; free; tinyurl.com/mcevgcv.
 ICHEON CERAMIC FESTIVAL (Gyeonggi-
do): Aug. 29-Sept. 21; Icheon has 1,000 years 
of history in ceramic arts including Korea’s 
fi nest ceramics such as Cheongja, Baekja and 
Buncheongsagi, and this event includes ceramics 
excavation, hands-on experience programs and 
more ; Seoulbong Park ; free admission; ceramic.
or.kr .   

PAGE 32    F3HIJKLM • S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •



F3HIJKLM         PAGE 33• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •Friday, August 22, 2014

WEEKEND: TRAVEL

Nice alternatives to some well-trodden tourist spots

 Stars and Stripes

Instead of visiting Bruges, consider  Ghent, Belgium .

 AP

Visiting Hong Kong?  Take in the 
view from the Ozone Bar at the 
Ritz-Carlton. 

 BY JOSH NOEL

Chicago Tribune

 For decades, visits to 
New York City have 
meant Broadway shows, 
Fifth Avenue shopping 

and slack-jawed stops at Times 
Square and the Statue of Liberty. 
Those experiences will always 
remain quintessential New York, 
but for the last year the city’s 
tourism bureau has urged visi-
tors to get a little more creative.

“A lot of great things are hap-
pening in midtown Manhattan,” 
said Chris Heywood, spokesman 
for NYC & Company, the city’s 
marketing and tourism bureau. 
“But if you’re a repeat traveler 
and looking for something dif-
ferent, we encourage going to 
another neighborhood and ex-
ploring the corners of the city.”

NYC & Company promotes a 
different part of the city each 
month, and most would be head 
scratchers to the average tourist: 
Arthur Avenue in the Bronx 
(“The real little Italy of New 
York,” Heywood said) . A full list 
can be found at nycgo.com/nxn.

 We polled Chicago Tribune 
staff writers and contributors for 
suggestions on where to travel 
 beyond the obvious.

United Kingdom
 Drive the countryside. Fly into 

Edinburgh, Scotland, and drive 
north, stopping in the fi shing 
villages of the northeast. Once 
in Anstruther, you’ll never want 
to leave. Or from London take a 
train to Reading and rent a car, 
then begin exploring. It’s less 
frenzied, there are fewer tourists 
(the natives are just as nice if 
not nicer), and you see plenty of 
history and natural beauty . (Wil-
liam Hageman)

  Tuscany
In frenzied Florence, Italy, 

skip the crowds of Galleria 

dell’Accademia, the home of the 
original David statue, and head 
to Piazzale Michelangelo. At 
the top of the piazzale stands a 
replica of the statue, along with 
views overlooking the entire city; 
locals swear it offers the best 
views, especially at sunset. It 
also conveniently has food trucks 
and wine vendors. A fi ve-minute 
walk away is the Michelangelo 
hostel, but it’s no stereotypical 
hostel. It offers more sparkling 
city views, a solid restaurant and 
private rooms for about $20 per 
night. (Lindsay Friedman)

Belgium
The movie “In Bruges” 

helped cement that city as one of 
Belgium’s biggest tourist draws, 
but 25 miles away sits an even 
more picturesque and charming 
city: Ghent. Cut by rivers and 
canals, Ghent manages to be one 
of Belgium’s largest cities while 
remaining absolutely picture-
perfect old Europe and rarely 
seeming overrun by tourists 
(unlike Bruges). Fantastic food, 
sights and beer make it an ideal 
base for exploring the Flemish 
region of the country. (Josh Noel)

San Antonio, Texas
Take a fi ve-minute stroll from 

the busy San Antonio Zoo and 
you’ll tap into a cultural experi-
ence that’s a world apart from the 
Tex-Mex sights and sounds of the 
Alamo City. The Japanese Tea 

Garden, nestled in Brackenridge 
Park, is tranquil and lush with 
exotic vegetation, an open-air 
pagoda, koi ponds, stone bridges 
and a 60-foot waterfall. Near the 
entrance is the delightful Jingu 
House Cafe, which serves sand-
wiches, salads, bento boxes, des-
serts and tea and other beverages.
The historic garden is undergoing 
renovations, so call before going. 
(Brenda Richardson)

 Berlin
 For a cultural treasure hunter, 

the Mauerpark Flohmarkt is 
a Sunday fl ea market bursting 
with vendors selling vintage 
beer steins, jewelry made from 
old electronics, German sweets, 
vinyl records, designer clothing 
and more. Along with a 100-foot 
strip of the Berlin Wall, it’s also a 
place to fi nd the most enchanting 
variety of German life, from the 
tattoo-laden to casual day-trip-
pers. (Heather Schroering)

 Hong Kong
  Take a sleek elevator ride to 

the ultra-swanky 118th fl oor of 
the Ritz-Carlton, Hong Kong, 
to Ozone Bar, the highest bar in 
the world (depending on whom 
you ask). From there you can 
sit indoors or outside, indulge in 
sophisticated cocktails and Asian 
bites, and enjoy arguably the best 
views in Hong Kong. (Amy Carr)  
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 BY ALAN BEHR

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

On the walls of the spiral 
staircase above the 
entrance to the Hong 
Kong Club, you still fi nd 

whimsical portraits of British 
men of power and infl uence. 
From 1848 until the 1970s, mem-
bership was restricted to white 
male Britons. You hear now 
how, beyond such fortresses of 
exclusivity, much of Hong Kong 
during British rule was tawdry 
and picturesquely run down, 
its alleys catering to goings-on 
you would just as soon not know 
about . 

 Since the Chinese got their 
harbor back in 1997, Hong Kong 
has spruced up, built up and 
grown quite rich. New skyscrap-
ers seem to pile atop each other 
along the harbor shore of the 
island, and from the high bridge 
to the airport, you can see the 
procession of container ships 
carrying to American ports all 
those things that Americans 
want and that their own inef-

fi cient, unionized factories had 
made for them before losing out 
and shutting down.

Not surprisingly, each year, 
Hong Kong sheds more of the re-
maining rustic dilapidation that 
Westerners still fi nd alluring. 
It is the West, after all, that is 
still a touch romantic about “the 
mysterious East,” even as East 
Asia’s practicality and business-
fi rst attitude make the West look 
dreamy and romantic in com-
parison. Hong Kong proves that 
more than just about anywhere 
on the Pacifi c Rim, which is why 
seeing it on a business trip is the 
right way to do it, as I had, to at-
tend a legal conference.

That’s also about the only logi-
cal way to do it, because about 
all that Hong Kong has to offer 
the short-term visitor are clean 
offi ces, perfect luxury shops and 
restaurants with Michelin stars. 
There is a Hong Kong Disney-
land, and at night, the island’s 
offi ce towers and convention cen-
ter, having little else to do after 
hours, put on a sound and light 

show that spans the harbor. The 
city’s highest mountain, Victoria 
Peak (known as “The Peak”), of-
fers a delightful view of the city. 
This being Hong Kong, it also 
houses a shopping mall.

There is also Victoria Park, 
which offers shaded walkways 
and sports courts. On Sundays, 

open spaces in the park are 
fi lled with many clusters of the 
Filipino and Indonesian ser-
vant women on whom the locals 
depend to keep their lives tidy. 
Sunday, universally in town, 
is the maid’s day off, and they 
celebrate that communally.

In my legal practice, I work 

extensively with international 
luxury brands, and I live in 
Manhattan, where most of the 
big ones maintain stores. Even 
Manhattan could not prepare 
me for Hong Kong, where nearly 
every luxury brand has two 
shops and perhaps more — or for 
the singular peculiarity of my 
visit: Every luxury store I visited 
was beautiful, inviting and com-
pletely empty of humanity except 
for its well-dressed and obviously
bored sales staff. According to 
the news, currency fl uctuations 
and a few squabbles between the 
mainland and Hong Kong sent 
away mainland tourists and their 
new wealth. The local popula-
tion, in turn, appeared to favor 
modest dress — more H&M than 
Brunello Cucinelli.

The tradition of Hong Kong 
as a base for bargains therefore 
is no longer entirely true, and as 
anyone conversant with either 
Amazon or eBay knows, what is 
sold here on the cheap can easily 
be shipped just about anywhere. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 35

Hong Kong means business

Harbor city sheds tawdry image for world-class commercial culture

Tea is served at a meeting at Hong Kong’s Peninsula Hotel.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALAN BEHR/MCT

A view of Hong Kong island from Victoria Peak, the city’s highest mountain. Once picturesquely run down, the city has spruced up, built up and grown quite rich.
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WEEKEND: TRAVEL

BY JACKIE BURRELL

Contra Costa Times

There’s something about 
s’mores, ghost stories 
and olive-hued canvas 
tents that taps into our 

deepest collective subconscious. 
Your childhood camping adven-
tures might have involved a rip-
stop nylon, instant pop-up — or 
a hotel — but there wasn’t a soul 
who saw Wes Anderson’s recent 
“Moonrise Kingdom” and didn’t 
sigh with nostalgic delight over 
the Khaki Scouts’ olive drab, 
plaid-lined tents.

Camping speaks to our 
frontier past, the days of wagon 
trains and wilderness encamp-
ments. So when Airstream 
designer Wally Byam began 
sketching out plans for his fi rst 
DIY travel trailers in the 1920s, 
the concept took off like wild-
fi re. By the ’50s, his company’s 
silver, capsule-shaped Air-
streams were one of the nation’s 
most iconic products, with 
caravan rallies popping up in 
this country and abroad.

The Airstream has made a 
major comeback in recent years 
— and whether that has fueled a 
vintage camping trend or it’s the 
other way around, one thing’s 
for sure: It has become increas-
ingly easy to rent a retro trailer 
for a weekend, whether it’s an 
Airstream, a teardrop camper 
or a refurbished vintage VW 
bus. Ready-to-rent on-site Air-
streams are popping up in KOAs 
and other campgrounds. And 
the Autocamp, Santa Barbara’s 
“boutique Airstream lodging” 
concept — a downtown pod of 
fi ve fully decked-out trailers 
— is expanding to San Fran-
cisco, Los Angeles and Ventura 
Beach, Calif., this year.

So it was only fi tting that 
when we took a retro teardrop 
camper out for a recent week-
end spin, what should we run 
into but an Airstream rally with 
more than 80 silvery campers 
 glinting in the sun, smack dab in 
the middle of our Russian River 
campground.

We’d picked up an adorable 
teardrop in Penngrove, Calif., 
near Petaluma, where Vaca-
tion in a Can’s Joe and Leslie 
Kosareff refurbish, build and 
rent out these tiny retro trailers. 
Joe grew up camping in Oregon 
and at Lake Tahoe; Leslie spent 
her childhood vacations at Lake 
Shasta. But sleeping on the 
ground becomes less comfort-
able as one ages — and some 
people would say it was never 
very comfortable in the fi rst 
place. So Joe set out to fi nd a 
middle ground, something small 
and non-RV-like, but with an 
actual bed. He found it in that 
darling of the Great Depression, 

the teardrop-shaped camper.
Popular from the 1930s to the 

’60s, these little trailers are 4 to 
6 feet wide, 8 to 10 feet long and 
light enough that you can park 
your car, unhook the camper 
and just pull it into place. The 
campers are making a big 
comeback now, so much so that 
the Kosareffs can barely keep 
up with the demand, and other 
teardrop manufacturers are 
springing up across the country.

Teardrops are a cozy camping 
option for two snuggly people. 
There’s plenty of room to sit up 
inside, space for stashing some 
clothes and gear, and the foam 
mattresses range from 74 to 49 
inches long. If you, like me, have 
issues with claustrophobic spac-
es, it’s helpful to leave one of the 
doors ajar during the night.

The best part   is the tidy camp 
kitchen in back, which Joe 
and Leslie have equipped with 
everything from  pots, pans to 
tableware, and the work sur-
faces are counter height.

If you thought the pictures of 
teardrops were cute, wait until 
you see one in person. Campers 
kept wandering into our site, 
eager to take a peek inside the 
adorable trailer — and we kept 
wandering over to the Air-

stream encampment to chat with 
the most sociable assortment of 
people we’ve ever encountered. 
They meet twice a year at rallies 
like this — a throwback to the 
1950s, when Byam’s caravan 
club gathered in spots all over 
the world.  

This particular group was 
eager to offer peeks inside their 
trailers, which ranged from 
meticulously redone Flower 
Power-era models to land yachts 

with glass shower doors and 
fl at-screen TVs. In fact, Air-
stream-hopping is de rigueur. 
Everyone was peeking inside 
everyone else’s. By nightfall, 
the trailer awnings were slung 
with retro twinkle lights  and a 
massive cocktail party was in 
full swing.

We meandered back to our 
own quiet campsite, tucked 
among the trees, for a camping 
cocktail party of our own. 

Retro trend
puts 1960s
campers in
big demand

FROM PAGE 34

But there still are deals to be 
had. A Nikon camera that costs 
almost $3,000 in the United 
States was going for about $2,000 
in two stores I surveyed. The 
current fl agship Leica, however, 
went for more than the U.S. 
street price — until the haggling 
started.

Some in our group went to 
Hong Kong tailors, long famous 
for speed and value . And yes, 
they do work fast and fairly in-
expensively, but it usually takes 
a few tries before made-to-mea-
sure done anywhere comes out 
exactly right, so look for a tailor 
with a solid reputation.

  If you really want to experi-
ence traditional Hong Kong 
commerce, just walk along 
Nathan Road or nearby streets 
in Kowloon and endure the 
long-honored Hong Kong ritual 
of shaking off touts who follow 
along, offering tailored clothes, 
counterfeit watches or a “mas-
sage.” In time, my answer would 
become, “I have a tailor; I have a 
watchmaker; I have a prostitute.” 
Perhaps sensing that the last of 
those was not true, the response 
would be, “What you want?” to 
which my reply would be: “Noth-
ing from you.”

By chance, while my meeting 
was in town, Art Basel Hong 
Kong was setting up at the other 
end of the convention center. As 
the 245 art galleries from around 
the world were building their 
displays of contemporary and 
modern Art, I ran into a former 
partner from Charlotte, N.C.

Perhaps knowing that I am an 
art critic and from New York, he 
had one question: “Why is every-
one there wearing black?” My 
answer: “Because it’s considered 
cool, and if you are spending 
$2  million on a picture, no one 
cares what you are wearing.”

That night, at the VIP vernis-
sage that opened the show, there 
were artists in black, there were 
patrons dressed as if for a Park 
Avenue dinner party, and there 
were others dressed as if angling 
for a prize for most original cos-
tume in an independent fi lm that 
failed to fi nd distribution. Stuck 
in the middle of it all, rooted to 
their booths like redwoods to 
the forest fl oor, were the gallery 
people, conservatively and fi nely 
dressed, doing their utmost to 
show grace under pressure as 
they presented for sale, at great 
risk to fortune and reputation, 
what art galleries trading in the 
new offer everywhere: desire, 
devotion and expectation.

A clumsy connoisseur swung 
her bag into sculpture and broke 
off a piece. The work — a whim-
sical slave galley in wood — was 
quickly repaired from spare 
parts wisely brought over by the 
Tokyo gallery that displayed it.

Hong Kong is indeed a world 
city now, and the movable feast 
of the international class of 
money, power and fame was 
passing through Art Basel Hong 
Kong that evening, on its way to 
its next destination. There can be 
no better proof that Hong Kong 
has arrived on the world travel 
circuit, speaking in its own voice 
and revealing what pleases it to 
show as it collects its fair share 
from all who attend. 

PHOTOS BY JANE TYSKA/Bay Area News Group

 A teardrop camper makes a snuggly retreat for two people and has a tidy camp kitchen in the back.

Getting in on the teardrop craze, two Chihuahuas have their own 
retro-style doghouse at a California campsite.

CozyCozy
comfortcomfort
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WEEKEND: MUSIC
NEW ALBUMS

Billy Joe Shaver
Long in the Tooth (Lightning Rod)

Old cowboys love to lament 
that contemporary country mu-
sic’s in a sorry state and guilty 
of casting aside sage singers 
and songwriters — like Billy Joe 
Shaver. The crusty Texan trots 
out that trope at the start of his 
new album, then spends the rest 
of the record showing he still has 
plenty to say.

“Long in the Tooth” covers a 
wide range of topics in 10 songs 
and 32 minutes. Shaver sings 
about politics, war, the lessons of 
Jesus and the Garden of Eden, 
and that’s just in four verses on 
the tune “The Git Go.”

The title cut’s a hoot, with 
Shaver noting that as his 75th 
birthday approaches, “what I 
used to do all night, it takes me 
all night to do.” He sings about 
the rails on “Sunbeam Special,” 
then rails against America’s 
class divide on “Checkers and 
Chess.”

Best of all is “I’m In Love,” a 
ballad beautiful in its simplicity 
as Shaver pledges everlasting 
devotion. The song’s a testament 
to this cowboy’s staying power.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Brian Setzer
Rockabilly Riot! All Original (Surfdog)

Brian Setzer deserves plenty 
of credit — for the ’80s rockabilly 
revival with the Stray Cats, the 
swing revival of the ’90s with 
the Brian Setzer Orchestra and 
classics like “Rock This Town.” 
But on “Rockabilly Riot! All 
Original,” he reminds us what 
a crafty lyricist he is, spinning 
memorable rockabilly tales about 
Elvis-influenced “Calamity 
Jane,” Flatfoot Sam (who went 
“looking for a job down in Ala-
bam” in “Vinyl Records”) and 
the car-obsessed narrator of “I 
Shoulda Had a V-8.” He’s at his 
best in “The Girl With the Blues 
in Her Eyes,” where he channels 
Gene Vincent filtered through 
Paul McCartney for a should-be 
classic.

— Glenn Gamboa
Newsday

Revisiting a landmark
Artists cover Cash’s Native American concept album

Various Artists
Look Again to the Wind: 
Johnny Cash’s Bitter Tears Revisited 
(Sony Masterworks)

Throughout his career, 
Johnny Cash sang about the 
downtrodden, giving a voice to 
the voiceless. But his 1964 con-
cept album, “Bitter Tears: Bal-
lads of the American Indian,” 
started a new conversation 
about social awareness.

The collection of songs 
written by Cash and Peter 
La Farge provided strong 
commentary about the U.S. 
government’s mistreatment 
of Native Americans. Cash’s 
record label tried talking him 
out of releasing the album, 
fearing it would alienate his 
country music fan base, but his 
regard for speaking out against 
injustice was more important.

Kris Kristofferson, Emmy-
lou Harris, Steve Earle, The 
Milk Carton Kids and others 

transform Cash’s political 
statement into a rootsy collec-
tion in the new album, “Look 
Again to the Wind: Johnny 

Cash’s Bitter Tears Revisited.”
Kristofferson handles the 

original album’s biggest track, 
“The Ballad of Ira Hayes,” with 
help from Gillian Welch and 
David Rawlings. Other standout 
performances include Harris 
taking on “Apache Tears,” a 
heartfelt version of “The Talk-
ing Leaves” with Nancy Blake 
supported by Harris, Welch and 
Rawlings, and Rhiannon Gid-
dens’ haunting cover of “The 
Vanishing Race.”

The cover album also 
includes three additional 
tracks: reprises of “As Long 
as the Grass Shall Grow” and 
“Apache Tears,” and a track 
left off the original called 
“Look Again to the Wind.”

— John Carucci
Associated Press

T
here’s been plenty of smash albums this year. 
Pharrell cashed in on last summer’s “Happy” with 
his breakout sophomore effort this year. Coldplay 
not only notched another behemoth debut but 
provided a soundtrack to “conscious uncoupling” 

in the process. Eric Church and Brantley Gilbert both made 
it rain on the charts, and Michael Jackson even found a 
hit album from beyond the grave. But 2014 has also seen 
a number of epic failures. Here are 10 of our favorite flops 
from the year.

Robin Thicke, “Paula”
First-week sales: 24,000
Why it bombed: An album dedicated to your estranged 
wife sounds like a promising idea. Except when the record 
turns out to be a creepy, hastily crafted mea culpa like this 
one. From begging for his actress wife to take him back 
during every performance to teaming with 1-800-Flowers 
for branded bouquets, Thicke’s follow-up to the massive 
“Blurred Lines” went down in flames.

Mariah Carey, “Me. I Am Mariah ... The Elusive Chanteuse”
First-week sales: 58,000
Why it bombed: Mariah has delivered indelible pop hits for 
more than 20 years, but the rollout for her latest album was 
nothing short of disastrous. She spent two years teasing 
the project with mediocre singles (“Triumphant [Get ’Em],” 
“You’re Mine [Eternal]”) and countless delays. That mouth-
ful of an album title didn’t help either.

Candice Glover, “Music Speaks”
First-week sales: 19,000
Why it bombed: One of “American Idol’s” finest winners 
in recent years never had a chance. Her 2013 run on the 
series was overshadowed by sagging ratings, bitter judge 
rivalries and a pending reboot. And her album — a sturdy 
R&B offering — was issued when the series was deep into 
its new season. She suffered the lowest first-week sales of 
any previous winner, including the ones we can’t remember.

Jennifer Lopez, “A.K.A.”
First-week sales: 33,000
Why it bombed: Lopez, like Carey, found out just how 
tough it is for veteran pop divas these days. Her latest 
album — packed with the pop, hip-hop and dance tunes 
you’d expect of her — showcased a more vocally confident 
singer. It still wasn’t enough to win over the critics — or 
listeners, who had long written off “Jenny From the Block.”

Lea Michele, “Louder”
First-week sales: 62,171
Why it bombed: By the time this Broadway-favorite-
turned-TV-star issued her long-anticipated debut, “Glee” 
had already lost most of its sheen. And while she handled 
the tragic death of her boyfriend and costar Cory Monteith 
with grace on “If You Say So” (written by Sia Furler), the 
rest of the album — although beautifully sung — lacked 
personality.

50 Cent, “Animal Ambition”
First-week sales: 47,000
Why it bombed: Fifty’s business ventures have proved 
more compelling than anything he’s recorded as of late. 
Aside from his core fan base, who even knew he had an 
album out?

Tessanne Chin, “Count on My Love”
First-week sales: 7,000
Why it bombed: Winning “The Voice” means what, exactly? 
The show has yet to yield an actual star. But for some rea-
son, a new season of “The Voice” continues to air twice a 
year, and viewers can’t invest in the previous winner before 
they are asked to vote for a new one.

Ashanti, “Braveheart”
First-week sales: 28,000
Why it bombed: The album’s first single came out in 2011. 
Was the wait worth it? Absolutely not. “Braveheart” is an 
expired set of forgettable club stompers and tired ballads 
that lacked the sass and inspiration of her earlier work.

Mary J. Blige, “Think Like A Man Too”
First-week sales: 8,688
Why it bombed: An original album that served as a 
soundtrack? Great. Except Blige’s music barely had a pres-
ence in the actual film, so it served no purpose. Besides, 
the Queen of Hip-Hop Soul should never play second fiddle 
to a predictable rom-com.

Austin Mahone, “The Secret EP”
First-week sales: 46,000
Why it bombed: Despite the teen “phenom” being pro-
moted as the second coming of Justin Bieber, none of his 
music won us over. The kid has a rabid fan base and yet 
he’s still not a star? Weird. But we love that song from that 
ever-present sparkling water commercial anyway.

— Gerrick D. Kennedy/Los Angeles Times

Chase Rice
Ignite the Night 
(Dack Janiels/Columbia)

On “Do It Like This,” country 
singer Chase Rice suggests he 
and his friends prefer pulling out 
a fiddle at a back-country bonfire 
to dancing under a disco ball. 
But the track contradicts that 
sentiment by employing pop and 
hip-hop influences more befit-
ting an urban dance floor than a 
rural, electricity-free setting.

“Do It Like This” from his new 
album “Ignite the Night” opens 
with the sound of a scratching 
turntable, a vocoder-altered 
voice track, and an electronic 
drum pattern — even the banjo 
sounds like a looped sample. 

That isn’t a big surprise, 
considering Rice is the co-writer 
of the monster crossover hit 
“Cruise.”  Rice takes a wholly 
modern approach on his debut 
major-label album. Recent radio 
hit “Ready Set Roll,” uses the 
mix of rap and singing heard 
on hits by Florida Georgia Line, 
Jason Aldean and Luke Bryan.

Like those artists, Rice won’t 
be heralded by tradition-lov-
ing country fans. But the huge 
crowds rallying behind his con-
temporaries will find plenty to 
like about “Ignite The Night.” 

— Michael McCall
The Associated Press

Cory Branan
The No-Hit Wonder (Bloodshot)

Like all good country music, 
Cory Branan is hard, if not im-
possible, to define. That’s prob-
ably because you could argue he 
weighs equally into at least three 
other genres: he’s got a rollicking 
rock ’n’ roll straightforwardness, 
a quick-witted punk-infused 
grittiness and the evocative 
songwriting prowess of a folk 
troubadour. On his fourth album, 
“The No-Hit Wonder,” Branan 
seems able to effortlessly bring it 
all together, creating a cohesive 
juggernaut of a record that’s 
every bit as sharp and clever as it 
is melodic, catchy, and downright 
fun to listen to.

— Scott Recker
PopMatters.com

TOP FLOPS OF 2014 ... SO FAR
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Lee Bains III 
& the Glory Fires
Dereconstructed (Sub Pop )

Alabama-born gospel-reared 
rocker Lee Bains spends a lot of time 
thinking about Southern identity on  
“Dereconstructed.” You might not 
immediately notice the soul-search-
ing nature of songs like “The Weeds 
Downtown” and “The Kudzu & The 
Concrete,” however. That’s because 
Bains, a former member of the 
much-loved Dexateens, rocks with 
such bracing abandon as he brings 
howling garage-punk intensity to 
the Southern rock lineage that runs 
from Lynyrd Skynyrd to the Ala-
bama Shakes. The sonic assault can 
be too undifferentiated from track 
to track, but Bains’ best intentions, 
in singing songs as a proud South-
erner horrifi ed by the bloodstained 
past of the land he loves, still comes 
ringing through, very loud if not 
always crystal clear.

— Dan DeLuca
The Philadelphia Inquirer  

WEEKEND: MUSIC

Various Artists
Warby Parker Presents Song Reader: 20 
Songs by Beck  (Warby Parker/Capitol 3)

What started life in 2012 as an 
elegantly old-timey volume of sheet 
music of new Beck songs published 
by McSweeney’s blossoms into what 
was intended by its author: some-
thing purely interpretive, a chance 
for others to sing out, to bring their 
own voice to his music. Performers 
did not have to consider themselves 
obliged to follow Beck as the mini-
funkateer of “Odelay” or the melan-
choly apologist of “Sea Change.” All 
they had to do was not be Beck. He 
in his sole appearance (“Heaven’s 
Ladder”) sounds more Canterbury 
folk than his usual California cool.

The high-profi le indie likes of 
Jack White, Jack Black(!), and Laura 
Marling sound solely (and sorely, 
even glumly) like themselves. Norah 
Jones, too, comes across as timidly 
confused. By contrast, the art-pop 
band Sparks, folkie Loudon Wain-
wright III and glam elder David 
Johansen have spirited glee with 
their tracks while maintaining their 
individuality. The band fun. proudly 
lives up to its name, while Colom-
bian pop sensation Juanes offers 
something rousing, anthemic and 
fl avorful.  

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer  

STRETCHES ITS SOUND
The Gaslight Anthem
Get Hurt  (Island)

 The Gaslight Anthem’s transforma-
tion is so complete that the fi rst half 
of the new album, “Get Hurt,”  sounds 
like it came from an entirely different 
band.

The New Jersey quartet, led by 
Brian Fallon, built its major-label 
reputation on revved-up, Springsteen-
drenched indie-rock anthems, with 
Fallon’s voice often straining from 
emotional intensity.

But most of that is on hold on “Get 
Hurt.” The opener, “Stay Vicious,” 
blends heavy-metal guitar riffs and 
stomping verses, though Fallon does 
try to console freaked-out fans sing-
ing, “I still love rock and roll and I 
still call somebody baby.”

On “1,000 Years,” while Fallon 

channels a bit of The Hold Steady, 
the rest of the band seems to channel 
Pearl Jam, circa “Ten.” 

There’s a lot of early Pearl Jam 
references throughout “Get Hurt,” 
as Fallon fi nds more of an Eddie Ved-

der-esque croon rather than his usual 
Springsteen-y howl, especially on the 
title track.

“Stray Paper” seems to capture 
the latest version of Gaslight An-
them best, aided by producer Mike 
Crossey, best known for his work 
with bands that use a range of styles, 
like Arctic Monkeys and The 1975. It 
takes the usual cadences of Fallon’s 
vocals and places them in new sur-
roundings, the approach they use for 
the winding “Helter Skeleton” and 
the restrained but ambitious “Under-
neath the Ground.”

“Get Hurt” works as a transition 
album for Gaslight Anthem, a way 
to break out of a specifi c, successful 
style and spread the band’s musical 
wings. They don’t always soar, but 
they will soon.

 — Glenn Gamboa/Newsday 

 The Gaslight Anthem, from left: Alex Levine, Alex Rosamilia, 
Brian Fallon and Ben Horowitz.

PAMELA LITTKY/Courtesy of Big Hassle Media
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 BY SARAH KAPLAN

The Washington Post

The legions of readers buying 
physical books may be growing 
smaller. But when you mess with 
their classics, they’re as loud as 

they’ve ever been.
That’s what Penguin discovered last 

week, when the publishing house’s Brit-
ish arm announced the cover art for a 
50th-anniversary edition of Roald Dahl’s 
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.” It’s 
an image of a doll-like little girl decked 
out in heavy makeup and a pink feather 
boa a la JonBenet Ramsey — no Willy 
Wonka, no Charlie, and certainly no 
chocolate.

Although the new edition will be printed 
only in Britain, it was controversial 
enough that bookworms worldwide tore 
their eyes from their reading to register 
their outrage.

 The cover is certainly a departure 

from other 
incarnations of 
the Roald Dahl 
classic, most 
of which  have 
featured the 
famed whimsi-
cal illustrations 
by Quentin 
Blake. But the 
“Modern Clas-
sics” imprint 
under which the 
new edition will 
be released is not 
a children’s book line.

Instead, the sleek yet strange new edi-
tion of “Charlie” is probably intended for 
older readers, said Nan Graham, publish-
er of New York-based imprint Scribner. 
She’s well versed in the repackaging of 
classics, having overseen new printings 
of Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone with the 
Wind” and Ernest Hemingway’s “The Sun 

Also Rises.”
Adults who 

would not want 
to be seen read-
ing the story of 
a cheery jaunt 
through a candy 
factory might be 
more interested 
in the Modern 
Classics version, 
whose cover em-
phasizes Dahl’s 
dark commen-
tary on parents 

who act like children . It’s a common strat-
egy for publishers, who are always trying 
to carve out new markets for their books, 
Graham said.

Is that what the editors behind the new 
“Charlie” cover were going for?  A blog 
post from Penguin accompanying the 
jacket art announcement suggested that 
its eeriness was not unintentional.

“This new image ... looks at the children 
at the center of the story, and highlights 
the way Roald Dahl’s writing manages 
to embrace both the light and the dark 
aspects of life,” it read.

But much of the literary world was not 
sold on the rebranding. Why did the cover 
of a novel about fi ve kids and a wonderful 
— if admittedly bizarre — candy-maker 
look like a scene from “Toddlers & Tiar-
as”? Commenters on Penguin’s Facebook 
page called it “creepy,” “sexualized” and 
“inappropriate garbage.”

  Tony Ross, a former publishing house 
art director who teaches a class on jacket 
design for the D.C. Public Library, has a 
particularly bookish perspective. He says 
the modernization of a beloved children’s 
story, even if it goes no deeper than the 
cover art, gets to the heart of some reader 
anxiety — worries that the world is chang-
ing, and the book industry along with it.

The classics “are sort of these touch-
stones for people,” Ross said. 

WEEKEND: BOOKS

Judging a book’s cover
‘Chocolate Factory’ fans react powerfully to publisher’s new art

The Invisible Bridge
Rick Perlstein

In this brick of a book, Chi-
cagoan Perlstein has done a 
jam-packed job of chronicling 
a riveting, portentous period of 
American history that in many 
ways taught us lessons we still 
haven’t learned: Engaging in a 
futile war. White House cover-
ups. CIA spying on everyday 
Americans. A yearning for a 
brighter, better future.

Perlstein’s exhaustive retelling 
of this period’s history is also ex-
hausting. You have to really want 
to know about Watergate and the 
1976 presidential race to cross 
the fi nish line at page 804.

Some of the most fascinating 
passages come early in the book 
when Perlstein analyzes a young 
Reagan. Through an act of will, 
Reagan convinced himself that 
his unsettled childhood was won-
derful. From age 11 onward, all 
his stories had happy endings.

Perlstein contends that politi-
cian Reagan came along when 
the nation yearned for a hero .

 It’s an intriguing argument, 
and Perlstein makes it credibly. 
But that story line seems almost 
an excuse for the recap of a 
tumultuous decade. 

— Ellen Warren
Chicago Tribune

No Safe House
Linwood Barclay

A family’s past continues to 
haunt Terry Archer and his fam-
ily as they fi nd it impossible to 
move on with their lives in this 
suburban thriller.

Cynthia Archer still remem-
bers a tragedy in her upbring-
ing, and she promised herself 
that her husband, Terry, and 
her daughter, Grace, would be 
trauma-free. That hope was shat-
tered seven years ago when her 
past reared its head.

Grace is now a teenager, and 
teen angst has created a rift be-
tween mother and daughter. In a 
moment of anger, Cynthia makes 
a mistake, and the guilt forces 
her to move out.

One night, Grace decides to 
be a bit dangerous with an older 
boy, and the events that unfold 
seem to indicate she shot some-
one. While a father searches for 
answers, he also tries to keep 
what happened from his wife .

While this is a sequel to “No 
Time for Goodbye,” familiarity 
with that earlier thriller isn’t 
required . What makes the story 
work is the depth and strength of 
the Archer family and their love 
for each other that oozes off the 
page . 

— Jeff Ayers/AP

The End of Absence
Michael Harris

“The End of Absence” is a 
fascinating assessment of this 
moment we inhabit and, for 
those old enough to remember, 
highlights the rare opportunity 
we have to recall what it was like 
before we fi lled our day with un-
stoppable status updates, conver-
sations interrupted by Wikipedia 
fact checks and the suffocating 
weight of thousands of emails.

It’s all become so normal 
that it feels as if we knew all of 
Harris’ observations before we 
read them, though they remain 
insightful and stunning and 
frightening. We are denizens of a 
world where facts are invented, 
true expertise is devalued, 
authenticity is at a premium and  
distractions reign.

“As we embrace a technology’s 
gifts, we usually fail to consider 
what they ask from us in return 
— the subtle, hardly noticeable 
payments we make in exchange 
for their marvelous service,” he 
writes. “ ... Why would we bother 
to register the end of solitude, of 
ignorance, of lack? ”

Though Harris doesn’t to-
tally answer those questions, he 
makes clear something has been 
lost, and it’s hard not to agree.  

— Matt Sedensky/AP

Blood Aces
Doug J. Swanson

Benny Binion, native of tiny 
Pilot Grove, Texas, began his 
career as a crooked horse trader, 
graduated to bootlegging, took 
over the policy racket in Dal-
las, broke into the big time by 
opening the Horseshoe casino in 
Las Vegas, launched the World 
Series of Poker and turned the 
once back-alley game of Texas 
Hold’em into a worldwide specta-
tor sport.

Along the way, Benny cavorted 
with gangsters; corrupted cops 
and U.S. senators; and ordered 
an untold number of murders. 

Despite the bodies Benny left 
in his wake, the law barely laid a 
glove on him. A target of federal 
investigations for decades, he did 
just fi ve years behind bars for 
tax evasion.

 Swanson, an award-winning 
Texas reporter, researched 
his subject meticulously, going 
through court records and FBI 
fi les and interviewing survivors 
who know parts of the tale. The 
result is not only a fi ne biography 
but also a history of the pre-
World War II rackets in Dallas 
and the birth of Vegas as seen 
through the lens of charming but 
ruthless Benny.

— Bruce DeSilva/AP

Lucky Us
Amy Bloom

I can’t think of a book that 
has more wittily and movingly 
encapsulated the years from 
1939 to 1949, covering both the 
Second World War and the peri-
ods just before and after,.

This richly textured, pitch-per-
fect fl ashback had me desperate-
ly wanting to somehow contact 
deceased relatives who lived 
through that time and quiz them.

The book’s protagonist is 
named Eva Acton. Twelve-year-
old Eva forms a tenuous bond 
with half-sister Iris, 16, that 
strengthens when they hit the 
road after Dad literally takes the 
money and runs. The girls head 
to Hollywood, where Eva plays 
house while Iris sashays her way 
into the movie-studio system and 
its underground lesbian network.

Despite the often fraught, oc-
casionally horrifi c circumstanc-
es Eva and Iris fi nd themselves 
in, this is a book that’s complete-
ly permeated with love, humor 
and kindness. Readers will root 
for virtually all of the characters, 
but especially our Eva. 

— Joy Tipping
The Dallas Morning News

PENGUIN/The Washington Post 
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  “The Amazing Spider-Man 2” : Spidey 
battles three foes while trying to work out 
his love life. Andrew Garfi eld stars. Over-
all, the fi lm is an entertaining, high-fl ying 
action fi lm that refl ects the events that have 
unfolded in the world of Marvel Comics as 
closely as any comic-book-inspired fi lm. It 
fi nds strength in how much more comfort-
able Garfi eld is playing the web-spinner, but 
it loses energy with some with the villains. 
Director Marc Webb, who also directed 
“The Amazing Spider-Man,” does a solid job 
of staging both the big action and emotional 
scenes. He also gives the movie a kinetic 
fl ow, accented by sweeping scenes of Spider-
Man sailing through the air that are so good 
they don’t need 3-D to be exciting. This 
“Spider-Man” doesn’t end up amazing, but it 
still weaves enough of an action fi lm web to 
please rabid readers of the comics and those 
who aren’t as crazy about the books.

“Hey Arnold! The Complete Series ”: All 
99 adventures starring the kid with a head 
shaped like a football are on this 16-DVD box 
set. The series was created by Craig Bartlett 
as a comic in 1986 and debuted as an animat-
ed short for the Nickelodeon fi lm “Harriet 
the Spy” in 1996. Not only does the animated 
series include some smart and funny writing, 
it has a strong voice cast that includes Dan 
Castellaneta (“The Simpsons”) . The DVD 
will make you shout “Hey Arnold!”

“Rosemary’s Baby” : The NBC minise-
ries continues the psychological themes 
of the 1968 fi lm, but it loses some of the 
tension and terror by expanding the tale 
to four hours and moving the setting from 
New York to Paris. There have been slight 
variations on events depicted in the original 
movie and book, but the miniseries gener-
ally follows the same story. It’s just that the 
path has been doubled in length. Because 
the story has been stretched to fi ll four 
hours, the action slows — not a good idea 
when dealing with psychological terror. 
 Even with the changes, there’s nothing par-
ticularly wrong with the new offering. It just 
seems unnecessary because the original 
fi lm is still one of the best when it comes to 
smart horror fi lms.

 Also available on DVD :
 “The Quiet Ones”: Bad things happen 

when a professor and his students set out to 
cure a disturbed patient.

“NCIS: The Eleventh Season” 
 “Revolution: The Complete Second 

Season” 
“NCIS: Los Angeles — The Fifth Season” 
   “Home Is Where the Heart Is”: Three 

very different people form a bond in a small 
town.

 “The Millers: The First Season”: CBS 
comedy starring Will Arnett and Margo 
Martindale.

“The Good Wife — The Fifth Season”  
 “The Legend of Shelby The Swamp Man: 

Season 1”: Follows Shelby Stanga’s logging 
exploits in the swamps of southern Louisi-
ana.

 “Jarhead 2: Field of Fire”: Marine unit in 
Afghanistan faces a dangerous mission.

“A Good Man”: Former soldier (Steven 
Seagal) battles the Russian mob.

— Rick Bentley /The Fresno Bee  

WEEKEND: ENTERTAINMENT

NEW ON DVD

The EX factor

 AP

Former wives use reality shows  to create own lane to fame
 BY JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.

The Associated Press

 Torrei Hart’s career took a 
backseat for years to raise two 
children, allowing her then-hus-
band Kevin Hart to pursue his 

comedy career.
The two ultimately ended an eight-

year marriage with divorce in 2011 after 
she says infi delity caused the split. By 
that time, Kevin’s career began to soar 
while Torrei struggled to get her comedy 
career back on track.

Now, she hopes it’s her time to shine. 
Hart is among a group of exes having 
yet another moment in the spotlight, 
thanks to a new phenomenon in reality 
television shows: spinoffs based solely 
on the ex-wives and ex-girlfriends of 
famous folks.

“It’s my time to come up,” said Torrei 
Hart, who along with fi ve other women 
will star on a new reality series, “Atlanta 
Exes,”  on VH1 . The show delves into the 
lives of the women who were linked to 
highly popular men.

It also stars Tameka Raymond (Ush-
er’s ex-wife), Monyetta Shaw (Ne-Yo’s 
ex-fi ancee), Christina Johnson (Cee-Lo’s 
ex-wife) and Sheree Buchanan (ex-wife 
of former NFL player Ray Buchanan).

“It’s a great platform,” Torrei Hart 
said. “Look what happens to people who 
do reality TV. I mean, everybody has a 
goal in life. You can achieve it through 
reality television.”

But Raymond says aiming toward 
fame is not her ulterior motive.

“It’s not coming up on our 
strife. We’re not trying to 
come up off of our exes,” 
said Raymond, who was 
married to Grammy-
winning singer Usher 
for two years before 
they divorced in 2007. 
“I think the title 
may scare people. It 
might make people 
tense up. Even the 
title concerned me 
in the beginning. 
But I think it’s a 
draw. I think it’s 
very strategic.”

Raymond 
wants to tell her 
side of the story 
after a long 
legal fi ght with 
Usher last year. 
She lost custody 
of her two sons to 
the singer a month 
after 11-year-old son 
Kile Glover died in 
a boating accident in 
2012.

“There were so many 
misconceptions of who 
I am as a person,” Ray-
mond said. “Everything 
from my marriage to how I 

deal with my children. I fi gured there’s 
no other way to clear it up, and be my 
own voice.”

The Atlanta version is a spinoff of 
“Hollywood Exes,” which fi nished its 
third season in July. Some of the cast 
members included Nicole Murphy, Jes-
sica Canseco and Mayte Garcia for a 
show that averaged less than a million 
viewers. Exes also have been featured in 
VH1’s “Basketball Wives” and various 
“Real Housewives” franchises on Bravo, 
among others.

Both the spinoffs and the others offer 
exes of celebrities an opportunity to tell 
their stories and promote themselves as 
entrepreneurs with the hopes of ridding 
the perception that they’re gold diggers.

On the show, Johnson maintains her 
interior design company, Shaw pens 
a children’s book, Hart releases her 
cherry limeade-fl avored drink mixer 
called Skimpy and Raymond attempts 
to bring more recognition to her son’s 
foundation, Kile’s World.

“The stereotype of a celebrity’s 
signifi cant other or ex is not true,” said 
Monyetta Shaw, who has two children 
with Grammy-winning artist Ne-Yo, 
who broke the news of their breakup 
to his followers on Instagram last 

year.
Shaw and Ne-Yo still live 

together in a home in suburban 
Atlanta. Even though a family 
portrait is posted on the wall 
and the singer’s awards are 

cased in the hallways, she said 
the singer is often away.

“We’re not gold diggers,” Shaw 
continued. “We are more than 
that. We are business women, 
college educated, very smart, 
ambitious and role models too.”

Some of the cast member’s 
former mates were fi ne with 
their being on the show, 
while others, such as Usher, 
were concerned about their 
exes revealing too much.

Hart couldn’t care less. 
“I guess mine is 

supportive,” she said. 
“Even if he wasn’t, I 
would still do it. Who 
cares? He never said 
‘don’t do it.’ But he 
was like, ‘Why are 
you doing it?’ I said, 
‘Because I want to.’ 

And that was the end of 
that.”
Johnson hopes the 

extra exposure of the show 
can help other women 
who are dealing with the 
aftermath of a divorce or 

breakup following a long-
term relationship.
“We go through it,” she said. 

“But we want women to see 
being divorced doesn’t mean 
you’re a failure. We want women 
to learn from us.” 

SONY PICTURES/AP

 Jamie Foxx, left, and Andrew Garfi eld star 
in the new DVD release of “The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2.”  

  Everybody
has a goal in life.

You can 
achieve it 
through 
reality 

television.
Torrei Hart

star of “Atlanta Exes”
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WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS

 BY MEGAN VASILIADIS

Chicago Tribune 

For Chicagoan Joi Carthan, the 
hardest part about shopping 
for workout clothes is fi nding 
something both fashionable and 

comfortable.
“Every body type is different,” Carthan 

said.
When you’re shopping for an upcom-

ing workout, experts say to consider a few 
things alongside comfort.

Material. Sonya Ramgotra, head of 
design at MPG Sport, suggests looking on 
the tag for materials that will benefi t your 
workout. Keep an eye out for breathable 
materials that include moisture wicking, 
the stretchy material spandex and elastic.

Brooke Johnson, who works in commu-
nity relations at Lululemon, recommends 
looking for preshrunk clothes, since those 
clothes will withstand washes over time.

Be sure to watch out for clothes with 
seams, which can cause chafi ng and irrita-
tion. And unless you’re training for a high-
intensity event or in recovery, compression 
clothing isn’t necessary, said Keryn Fran-
cisco, creative director at Lucy.

“If you’re working out to stay active and 
fi t, we recommend focusing on comfort, 
such as lightweight fabrics that encourage 
airfl ow, (and) cozy fabrics in cold weather 
to keep you warm and supportive but not 
restrictive use of stretch,” Francisco said.

 Depending on how your physical activ-
ity, you should look for certain details when 
shopping. For runners, Ramgotra suggests 
bottoms with elastic waistbands to keep 
shorts from falling down, strategically 
placed pockets and clothing with refl ectiv-
ity. For yoga, Johnson says to avoid zippers, 
pockets and loose clothing because you’ll 
be doing a lot of work on your back and 
stomach.

“When you’re working out, you’re just 
thinking of the workout and not the clothes 
on your body,” Johnson said. “The clothes 
should become like a second skin.”

Bikers should look for form-fi tted bot-
toms with padding specifi c to the hours 
you’ll be riding. Also, cyclists should look 
for tops with a raglan seam, a seam that’s 
specifi cally designed for a hunched-over 
body with a longer backside, Ramgotra 
said.

 If you only plan on doing yoga once a 
week, then the $90 yoga pants probably 
aren’t for you. But those who regularly 
work out might want to consider investing 
in long-lasting brands.

“I still have Lululemon clothes from 
when I started working nine years ago,” 
Johnson said.

And according to Francisco, the invest-
ment in better material is important for 
any workout.

“It’s worth paying for a garment that has 
been engineered to have zero distraction, 
zero chafi ng and maximum support so you 
can participate in your activity without 
thinking about your clothes,” she said. 

Just what the doctor ordered

Find the right 
workout gear

 BY DR. JANE SADLER

The Dallas Morning News 

Six months before my children 
had wisdom teeth surgery, I met 
with their surgeon and was given 
verbal and written instructions as 

well as a video on preoperative prepara-
tions. It included necessary information 
for administration of the children’s seda-
tion and antibiotics on the day of surgery.

We arrived early the day of surgery, 
and my breakfast-deprived children were 
ready for their operation as I proudly 
displayed the surgeon’s instruction folder 
on my lap. Then I was asked: “Dr. Sadler, 
have they  had their preoperative medica-
tions?”

Oh, no! I shrunk back in my chair like 
the retracting garden hose. That she 
called me “Dr. Sadler” in front of the 
other patients was salt in the wound. Dr. 
Mom had failed, and it showed clearly in 
my children’s horrifi ed faces.

There are no excuses for my mishap, 
and I am more than capable of under-
standing medical instructions. But at 
least I know that, as a patient, I am not 
the only one who has had problems.

Early studies reported in Canadian 
Family Physician fi rst recognized the 
problem in the 1970s. At that time, less 
than half of patients given instruc-
tions followed them completely, 
and almost a quarter deviated 
from the instructions.

Patients receiving infor-
mation both verbally and 
in writing were more likely 
to comply with physician 
directions. Still, according to 
a 2013 article in Medscape, 
nearly 50 percent of adult 
patients still had diffi -
culty understanding and 
therefore complying 
with medical instruc-
tions.

Not understanding 
instructions leads 
to poor medical 
compliance and 
might lead to costly 
hospitalizations 
and readmissions. 
Studies released 
in “The Revolving 
Door: A Report on 
Hospital Read-
missions 2012” 
demonstrated that 
1 in 8 Medicare 
patients required 
readmission after 
surgical proce-
dures, as did 1 in 
6 after receiving 
nonsurgical medi-
cal care.

“Every patient’s 
story about his or her 
hospital readmission is 
complicated, unique and 
hard to characterize. Yet 
there are common traits 
across the stories,” ac-
cording to the hospital 
report.

For example, one 
patient left the hospital 
with a diagnosis of 
smoking-related lung 
disease, but he had no 
understanding of how 

to use his prescription inhaler properly, 
and he continued to smoke. Due to his 
inability to manage the disease at home, 
his condition quickly deteriorated and he 
required readmission. After his second 
hospital discharge, a health-care team 
intervened to more closely monitor his 
breathing and had him enrolled in a 
smoking-cessation class.

Another example from the study de-
scribes a diabetic patient admitted to the 
hospital for dangerously elevated blood 
sugars. She was discharged without clear 
instructions on the use of her insulin. 
Her primary care doctor was not offering 
diabetes care. 

Shortly afterward, she required 
readmission, but this time she met with 
a dietician. Together they developed a 
clear understanding on adjusting insulin 
doses. Understandably, she fared much 
better.

Patients and their families can be 
overwhelmed by the diagnosis of a new 
disease and might feel that the health 
care system rushes them too soon to 
discharge. Sometimes in the clinic, the 
doctor has to move on to the next pa-
tient. Both of these situations can make 
patients feel unprepared and left on their 

own. Neither of these situations is benefi -
cial to the patient or the hospital system. 
This is why more attention is being given 
to follow-up care than in prior years.

Before you leave a medical provider’s 
offi ce, be certain to review their instruc-
tions and always leave with your own 
written notes or directions provided by 
the clinician. Never feel silly about re-
peating the instructions aloud to get con-
fi rmation of mutual understanding. Don’t 
expect to remember everything that was 
said, because I can assure you that your 
memory bank is already quite full.

What’s my excuse for failing to follow 
excellent instruction? I have none. I 
should have been prepared. I assumed 
I knew what to do on the day of surgery. 
After all, I am a doctor! Well, this Dr. 
Mom relearned a valuable and very 
humbling lesson.

No longer will I leave a medical 
provider’s offi ce without a calendar 
reminder set into the computer with all 
instructions needed prior to future ap-
pointments.

Thankfully, I had a forgiving surgeon 
who informed me that he would “probably 
have made the same assumption,” which 
is doctor-speak for a gentle hand-slap.

— Dr. Jane Sadler is a 
family medicine physician on 

staff at Baylor Medical 
Center at Garland, 

Texas.  View her 
blog at health-

blog.dallas-
news.com. 

Before leaving a doctor’s 
appointment, make sure to review 
their instructions. Taking your own 

notes can also be helpful .
The Kansas City Star illustration

 LUIS SINCO, LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT

 When shopping for workout apparel, 
experts recommend focusing on comfort.

Following physician’s directions is not so easy for some
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Watching the machinations of our nation’s 
government — its actions or lack thereof 
— we may feel helpless, unable to affect the 
decisions that affect us as military families. 

But Reda Hicks, an Army wife, attorney and self-de-
scribed “policy wonk,” is convinced that we can  make a 
difference.  Hicks has a fascination for the fi ner points of 
legislation and policy, particularly as it relates to mili-
tary members and their families, but realizes that many 
people feel overwhelmed by these issues. 

The basics are not out of reach. For 
an outline of how federal laws are 
made,  Hicks says look no further than 
a childhood favorite, “I’m Just a Bill,” 
from “Schoolhouse Rock!” The musi-
cal cartoon segment, now decades old, 
shows the journey a bill takes through 
the branches of  the U.S. government 
to become a law. (Watch it at tinyurl.
com/m498zwn)

“It sounds silly … but that’s the 
most basic, straightforward explana-
tion of how a policy idea becomes a 
law,” she said. “Once you understand 
that process, then you have a framework for fi guring 
out how, and where in the process, you might want to 
engage.”

 Hicks encourages military families to get involved in 
their government somewhere in that process. She said 
state and local participation are often more accessible 
and applicable than federal activism.

“The truth is, some of the laws that most affect our 
daily lives are made at the local level, not the national 
level — laws affecting our kids’ schools, sales and 
property taxes, neighborhood facilities like emergency 
response and libraries,” she said. “Being involved where 
you live really helps in understanding how all the pieces 
of our political process fi t together.”

An easy fi rst step is volunteerism, which is second 
nature for many military spouses.

“Whether you want to volunteer for a political party, on 
an issue, or in some bipartisan way, you’re sorely needed 
at the local level,”  Hicks said. 

A partner in a law fi rm in Houston,  Hicks is one of the 
leaders of the Military Spouse JD Network, an organiza-
tion of military spouses who are attorneys. She was also 
named the Armed Forces Insurance 2014 Army Spouse 
of the Year. The commercially sponsored title, conferred 
by Military Spouse Magazine, recognized her advocacy 
of military families and has given her a platform to edu-
cate military families about the policies that affect them. 

To fulfi ll this objective,  Hicks moderated a webinar, 
sponsored by the Military Spouse of the Year program, 
 “Policy Bootcamp.” In the session, she clearly explains 
federal budget issues, delineating the purposes of 
authorizations and appropriations bills, mandatory and 
discretionary spending, in easy-to-understand language. 
She also explains sequestration — no small feat. A video 
of the session is now available on YouTube (tinyurl.com/ 
kftfdjr).   Hicks said she hopes to conduct more  sessions, 
informing military families about the workings of gov-
ernment and how individuals can be involved.

The best way to begin, she said, is to choose one 
issue that resonates, learn about it and fi nd out what 
simple action will make a difference. Doing one thing is 
easier than taking on the entire political process.  Hicks’ 
background in law gives her a leg up on understanding 
legislation and policy, but she said a law degree is not a 
necessity for political activism, or even elected offi ce.

“Plenty of people on Capitol Hill aren’t lawyers,” she 
pointed out, adding that it’s important for lawmakers to 
have interaction with citizens. Without that they become 
disconnected from the impact of the policy they create, 
another reason individual activism is important, she said.

“I just think if you spend all of your time in Washing-
ton, D.C., it’s easy to forget that people in different places 
and under difference circumstances can have very differ-
ent experiences of the laws and policies being developed,”
she said. “It’s important for communities, and in particu-
lar the military community, to foster an ongoing dialogue 
with our lawmakers. The more they know about how our 
families live, the more informed their decisions will be.”
Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a 
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.

SPOUSE CALLS

‘Schoolhouse Rock!’
and the policy wonk

Chore tour
Family’s summer travel teaches hard work, service 

 PHOTOS BY MELISSA NELSON-GABRIEL/AP

 Sterling Murset, right, washes a car at the home of Todd 
Blanchieri, above left, in Pensacola, Fla. The Murset family  
toured the country doing chores for families in need .

BY  MELISSA NELSON-GABRIEL

The Associated Press

The Murset children spent 
their summer doing chores 
— just not at their own 
home.

Financial planner Gregg Murset 
and his wife, Kami, loaded their 
six children, ages 7 to 16, in the 
Phoenix family’s RV to do volun-
teer work at the homes of families 
in need across the country. Murset 
said he wanted to combat the mind-
set of the “entitled generation” one 
chore at a time.

“I think they initially thought, 
‘Dad, the chore thing has gone too 
far, you know, you are crazy.’ But as 
we started reading stories about the 
people we were going to go serve, 
it all started to jell for them. They 
saw the bigger picture,” Murset said 
on a recent morning as the family 
did chores at the home of Nicole 
and Todd Blancheri in the Florida 
Panhandle town of Pace.

Eight-year-old son Wyatt Blan-
cheri has Hurler syndrome, a rare 
genetic disorder that progressively 
damages his organs and brain. 
Because Wyatt’s parents are often 
busy with his medical needs, house-
hold chores like cleaning the fi sh 
tank, vacuuming, mowing the lawn 
and washing the car sometimes go 
undone.

The Blancheris watched as the 
Mursets pulled ladders, hoses and 
other cleaning supplies from the 
RV and set to work both inside and 
outside their home. 

Adam Murset, 11, mowed the 
Blancheris’ lawn and helped wash 
their car.

Adam said he wasn’t thrilled 
when his dad fi rst proposed spend-
ing the summer doing chores for 
others. But he said meeting children 
like Wyatt and doing work at Ronald 
McDonald Houses around the coun-

try has been a good experience.
The reward in helping families 

like the Blancheris is about giv-
ing back or sharing their earnings 
with people who need help, Murset 
explained.

“The next generation thinks ‘We 
are entitled to whatever we want.’ 
Not in my house,” Murset said.

For instance, Murset — who has 
a parenting website — recommends 
requiring a child to work for the 
privilege of having a cellphone.

“You’ve got to tie work and reward 
together,” Murset said. “Especially 
in that cellphone, it seems like that is 
such an integral part of a teenager’s 
life, but you tie it to where they have 
to make them pay for some of it, it 
makes a big difference.”

Murset has also developed a 
cellphone app that allows parents to 
assign chores to their children. The 
kids keep a log and are rewarded 
points that correlate to a monetary 
value determined by their par-
ents. The children can then decide 
whether to save, share or spend 
what they have earned.

Murset said his older children 

occasionally complain that their 
friends don’t always have to work 
for the things they want. But he 
said his years as a fi nancial planner 
taught him that successful people 
work hard and are smart with their 
money — a lesson he fought to 
instill in his kids from the time they 
were toddlers, having meltdowns in 
stores about things they wanted.

The Mursets’ travels took them 
6,500 miles from Arizona to the 
East Coast and back. A public 
relations fi rm helped arrange for 
publicity along the way, and the 
family was frequently written up in 
news reports.

And Adam has learned a lot about 
doing yard work.

“I’ve done lawns, like what I did 
today, and we’ve pulled trees out and 
done other things like pulling weeds 
and picking up leaves,” he said.

He added, “At fi rst I thought it 
was a little crazy because I would 
have to spend the summer, a month 
of the summer, away from my 
friends and stuff, but then, after we 
started doing it, it became fun and 
it’s been really fun.” 

 Gregg Murset, second from left, and his children sit with  Todd and Nicole 
Blanchieri inside their Pensacola, Fla., home.  Father of six, Murset is CEO 
of myjobchart.com, which teaches kids about work and money.

Terri Barnes
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 Trisha Yearwood 
 announced Tuesday  she’s 
releasing new music — a 
hits package with six new 
songs called “PrizeFighter.” 
 Also ahead for her: new cookware 
and cutlery lines, a new season of 
her TV show and another cookbook. 

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Busy country artist Trisha Yearwood  releasing a new album

 BY MESFIN FEKADU

The Associated Press 

 Laverne Cox realizes
she is having a winning 
moment as a transgender
actor in entertainment

— including a recent Emmy
nomination — and she hopes 
her story will continue to inspire
others.

“It gives me hope that anything
is possible. I’m a black trans
woman from Alabama raised by
a single mother from a working 
class background. And I think in
a lot of ways, my story is what this 
country is about and should be 
about,” Cox said in an interview
Wednesday.

“There’s a lot of strife going on 
in the world right now, particular-
ly (for) the folks in Ferguson, M o.,
— sending love to them — that I
think we need a sense of hope and
possibility,” she added. “We need
a lot of love and I hope my story 
inspires people.”

Cox is one of the stars of Netf-
lix’s “Orange Is the New Black,”
which recently debuted its second 
season. 

The breakthrough show re-
ceived 12 Primetime Emmy nom-
inations, including outstanding
comedy series. Winners will be 
announced Monday. The series
won three honors at the creative
arts Emmy ceremony last week, 
including best guest actress in
a comedy series for Uzo Aduba, 
who beat Cox.

Cox said she is currently film-
ing the third season, and revealed
the plot about women behind bars
thickens. 

“I can’t tell you who I had
scenes with ... (but) the scene we
shot today was juicy. I was like,
‘Oh my god.’ Stuff goes down,” 
she said. “I’m so excited about
this show and like, these women
are killing it. I finished my scene
and I waited and watched the 
monitor like, ‘Oh! Oh! Werk!’ ” 

Cox said she will have a role on
the upcoming Bravo series “Girl-
friend’s Guide to Divorce,” which 
premieres Dec. 2. 

The former reality star says
since the success of “Orange” 
she’s getting more calls.

“There’s some things on the 
horizon,” she said. “There have
been some wonderful offers.” 

 Laverne Cox 

Two-time ‘Dancing with the Stars’ champ returning to show as a judge

Cox hopes to
inspire with 
her life story

Julianne Hough 

‘I kind of feel like Rocky’
 BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

 Once intent on scaling back her ca-
reer to focus on family, country 
singer Trisha Yearwood now finds 
herself with two — platinum-sell-

ing musician with a new album on the way 
and emerging kitchen mogul.

“I kind of feel like Rocky in the first 
movie,” Yearwood said.

An apt description: Yearwood announced 
Tuesday she’s releasing a new album titled 
“PrizeFighter.” The title is taken from a 
new track she found inspiring as she con-
templated relaunching her music career 
at 49. It coincides with the looming come-
back tour with her husband, Garth Brooks. 
She’s also launching cookware and cutlery 
lines, begins a new season of “Trisha’s 
Southern Kitchen” next week and has her 
third cookbook out next spring.

“I kind of feel like the odds are not in 
my favor, so the song is really motivating 
in that way because it’s just kind of like 
you’ve got to fight, you’ve got to fight for 
what you want,” Yearwood said.

She and Brooks begin their tour 
Sept. 4 in Chicago, where they’ll play 
11 concerts — “We call it the freak 
show right now” — and she will be 
taping new episodes of her show’s 
fifth season between sets while on 
the road.

As the tour approached, she 
spent time in the studio tweaking 
her new album, which includes a 
hits package and six new songs. 
The music, she said, has been 
her priority amid all the other 
projects.

“I told the Food Network people, I love 
them, ‘You guys are awesome, but I’ve got 
to finish my record. I’ve got to make some 
music,’ ” Yearwood said.

Brooks and Yearwood chose to mostly 
shutter their careers after they married in 
2005 and moved to Oklahoma, where they 
raised Brooks’ three daughters. Since then, 
Yearwood has sold 12 million albums but 
released very little music. The Grammy 
Award winner’s last album came out in 
2007 and plans since were set aside when 
her mother was diagnosed with terminal 
breast cancer.

She said she found things too quiet 
without music, though, and hopes the 
new music will empower young women, 
just as several other recent songs by fe-
male artists have done.

“I love those songs that make 
girls put their hands in the air 

and say, ‘Yeah, I can do that,’” 
she said. “Hopefully this 

song (‘PrizeFighter’) will 
do that.”  

 The Associated Press

“Dancing With the Stars” says two-time 
champion Julianne Hough is returning to 
the ballroom as a judge this season. She will 
preside alongside Len Goodman, Carrie Ann 
Inaba and Bruno Tonioli.

After serving as a company dancer-cho-
reographer, Hough left the show in 2009 to 
focus on acting and music. 

Her films include “Safe Haven,” “Para-
dise,” “Rock of Ages” and the 2011 remake 
of “Footloose.” She released a best-selling 
album in 2008. 

Other news
�  Billy Crystal will pay tribute to Robin 

Williams, his longtime friend and fellow co-
median, at the Emmy Awards. Crystal will 
honor Williams as part of the traditional in 
memoriam segment for industry members 

who died during the past year, Emmy execu-
tive producer Don Mischer said in a state-
ment Wednesday.

  � A photographer sued Justin Bieber and 
one of his bodyguards Wednesday for assault 
and infliction of emotional distress over an 
altercation on Hawaiian beach last year. 
The lawsuit by paparazzo Aja Oxman states 
Bieber ordered his bodyguard to take a mem-
ory card after the photographer took photos 
of the pop singer leaping from a cliff into the 
ocean. Bodyguard Dwayne Patterson placed 
Oxman in a chokehold and seriously injured 
him and damaged his camera during the No-
vember incident, the lawsuit states.

�    Oscar-winning actor Matthew 
McConaughey is the new spokesman for 
Ford’s luxury Lincoln brand. Lincoln says 
McConaughey will appear in a series of TV 
and digital ads featuring Lincoln’s new small 
SUV, the MKC.  The actor says in a statement 
that he’s a longtime admirer of Lincoln.  

� Roundabout Theatre Company said 
Wednesday Emma Stone will make her 
Broadway debut Nov. 11 as Sally Bowles in 
“Cabaret”   at the Studio 54 theater in New 
York. 

�  Amy Winehouse is to be commemorated 
with a statue in the London neigh-
borhood where 
she lived and 
worked. The 
late singer’s 
family says 
the statue 
will be un-
veiled in 
Camden 
Town on 
Sept. 14, her 
31st birthday. 
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 Terror group’s threat only growing
 BY MARC CHAMPION

Bloomberg News

The beheading of U.S. freelance 
photographer James Foley, now 
confirmed by U.S. officials, recalls 
the similarly gruesome murder of 

Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl 
in 2002. It should act as a reminder, too, 
that the Islamic State began as al-Qaida in 
Iraq and differs from Pearl’s killers only 
in tactics.

Both proclaimed killings of American 
journalists were acts of propaganda de-
signed to shock. The leaders of Islamic 
State aren’t naive enough to believe that 
Foley’s death will persuade the U.S. to end 
its airstrikes against the group. No more 
did al-Qaida’s self-described 9/11 architect 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed expect the U.S. 
would meet the demand, made on the video 
recording in which he beheaded Pearl, to 
release all prisoners from Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba.

It’s especially chilling that Foley’s pur-
ported executioner had a British accent 
— Pearl’s kidnapper, Ahmed Omar Saeed 
Sheikh, was also a British national, radi-
calized while in Bosnia. At some point 
these people return home, unless killed or 
arrested. They will return brainwashed 
and brutalized.

Both al-Qaida and the Islamic State are 
best understood as nihilist organizations 
that target anyone who doesn’t share their 
inchoate  ideology, rooted in a warped inter-
pretation of fundamentalist Sunni Islam: 
their enemies range from moderate Sun-
nis, to Shiites, Christians, Kurds, minority 
religious groups such as the Yazidi — and, 
of course, the West.

As ever, success is the best recruiter. 
Because, until recently, Syrian President 
Bashar Assad and the Islamic State left 
each other alone, focusing instead on tak-
ing territory from more moderate Sunni 
rebels in Syria, the Islamic State thrived 
there. Now it has seized about a third of 
Iraq and, according to the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, recruited 6,300 
new fighters, about 1,300 of them foreign, 
in July alone. That raises their total to 
about 50,000 from 15,000 a year ago, the 
Observatory said.

That’s a higher estimate than those of 
most Western analysts, but the trend is 
clear. Also important is that this mem-
bership boost occurred before the U.S. 
launched airstrikes, so it was not in re-
sponse to Western involvement.

The Islamic State differs from al-Qaida 
in the priority it gives to building a caliph-
ate at the heart of the Middle East, rather 

than attacking the West. Yet this is a mat-
ter of priorities only: The ideology and
methods are shared and when Islamic
State fighters go home, it defies experience
and logic to believe they won’t continue
the fight there — one returnee already at-
tacked a synagogue in Belgium.

The question for President Barack 
Obama and other Western leaders isn’t
whether to fight the Islamic State, but 
when. Should it be now, when the group is
not yet entrenched in Iraq, and when Assad 
— finally — has begun to move against it in 
Syria? Or will it be once its fighters have
established themselves in Iraq and Syria
and move on to Jordan, as they moved on 
the Kurds? If they were to succeed in Jor-
dan, why not the Gulf states, where they al-
ready recruit and solicit donations? In Iraq
and beyond, the nightmare prospect is of
an al-Qaida that controls petro-states and 
enjoys the funds, space and leisure to train
jihadists from around the world.

The  tragic death of James Foley should
not be seen as a signal to step back in 
the belief that this will only be our fight
if we make it so. Foley’s killing just con-
firms what the Islamic State is and what
it intends.
Marc Champion writes editorials on international 
affairs for Bloomberg View. 

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

Attorney General Eric Holder greets  Bri Ehsan, 25,  following his meeting with students 
at St. Louis Community College Florissant Valley in Ferguson, Mo., on Wednesday . 

BY CHARLES LANE

The Washington Post

As the tumultuous situation in 
Ferguson, Mo., entered its second 
week, President Barack Obama 
stood before the nation and of-

fered a mild, balanced plea.
There is “no excuse” for excessive use 

of deadly force by police, he observed at 
a Monday news conference; the family of 
Michael Brown, gunned down by a white 
officer under suspicious circumstances, 
deserves justice. But violent protests “un-
dermine” that cause. Americans should 
“unite with each other and understand 
each other,” “listen and not just shout.”

If Obama’s words were anodyne, his af-
fect  was somber and subdued. In a nation 
roiling with anger, fear and confusion, the 
president alone appeared unfazed.

To which I say: Good for him.
One thing that’s not in short supply in 

America right at the moment is emotional 
rhetoric. The airwaves and newspapers 
and Twitter feeds are thick with it, in case 
you haven’t noticed. Therefore, it’s not im-
mediately clear what purpose would be 
served by presidential venting, especially 
in the midst of a bitter off-year election 
campaign, when his every word is bound 
to be politicized and polarized.

Others disagree. They want Obama to 
raise his voice, to speak from his heart and 
from his experience as an African-Ameri-
can, the first to occupy the White House.

MSNBC’s Michael Eric Dyson, a profes-
sor at Georgetown University, reproaches 
the president for not using his “bully pulpit” 
to “tell us as a nation what happens when 
festering rage in a community then begins 
to ignite and then begins to consume not 
only that community but the people around 
the nation who are empathetic.”

Maureen Dowd of The New York Times 
says Obama has gone from “hot commod-
ity to wet blanket” and demands to know 
why he won’t “stop going to Beverly Hills 
to raise money and go to St. Louis to raise 
consciousness.”

What distinguishes Obama from these 
critics, of course, is that he has actual re-
sponsibilities, of which the most pressing 
are to keep a highly dangerous situation 

from getting any worse and to supervise 
an impartial investigation of the horrific 
event that led up to it. If he were to deliver 
the lecture Dyson recommends, or hold a 
consciousness-raising session — whatever 
that is — in St. Louis, he might put both ob-
jectives at risk, as he succinctly explained 
Monday. Having assigned the Justice De-
partment to look into the case, he said, 
“I’ve got to make sure that I don’t look like 
I’m putting my thumb on the scales one 
way or the other.”

Obama’s swift mobilization of Justice 
was appropriate. Founded in 1870 for the 
purpose of protecting Southern blacks 
during Reconstruction, the department 
also played a crucial role in civil rights 
struggles during the 1960s.

Under Eric Holder, the department has 
stepped up civil rights enforcement gener-
ally and supervision of local police in par-
ticular. In terms of practical effect, putting 
DOJ on the case is worth 1,000 speeches.

By the way, if Obama’s eloquence really 
did have the power to solve real-world prob-
lems, we might not be facing this sickening 
mess in Ferguson to begin with, given how 
often the president has addressed Ameri-
ca’s troubled race relations already.

You might say the same for the Middle
East, where Obama’s lofty verbal outreach
to “the Muslim world” has given way to
airstrikes against a monstrous Islamist in-
surgency in Iraq.

To some extent, Obama has himself to 
blame for the latest criticism of his leader-
ship. He has encouraged magical thinking
about his presidency — from the day he
launched his candidacy on a vague prom-
ise of hope and change to his recent prom-
ises of “executive action” on a host of issues
from immigration to taxes. Indeed, given
that history, there is a certain poignancy in
the pleas from his supporters for a dose of
the old charisma now.

Uncharismatic though it may be, his
response so far to Ferguson is perfectly
presidential. In fact, his cautious rhetoric
may be a sign that he is coming to a more 
seasoned understanding of the “bully pul-
pit” and its limitations.

When it comes to events like the death
of Michael Brown and the subsequent vio-
lence in Ferguson, words fail. This time,
we might have to settle for action.
Charles Lane is a member of The Washington 
Post’s editorial board.
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 Words won’t stop terrorism
The Washington Post

With each day, the barbarism of the Is-
lamist extremists terrorizing Syria and 
Iraq becomes more evident — as does the 
need for the United States and its allies to 
act more vigorously to block their rise.

On Tuesday the group that calls itself 
the Islamic State released a video of the 
beheading of American journalist James 
Foley. Foley, as President Barack Obama 
said Wednesday, “reported from difficult 
and dangerous places. … [He] courageous-
ly told the stories of his fellow human be-
ings.” One reason there has been so little 
outcry as more than 150,000 Syrians have 
been killed and millions rendered home-
less is that reporting on that nation’s brutal 
war is so dangerous. Those like Foley, who 
risk everything to bear witness, deserve 
our admiration, and his killers deserve our 
contempt.

Foley is one among thousands of vic-
tims murdered by the Islamic State as it 
has conquered territory in Syria and Iraq.  
… In recent days, the Obama administra-
tion has made some progress in blocking 
the progress of this terrorist group. U.S. 
air raids have helped Iraqi and Kurdish 
forces recapture some lost territory. U.S. 
pressure may have hastened the appoint-
ment of a new prime minister in Iraq, who, 
it is hoped, will work across sectarian lines 
better than his predecessor and so be bet-
ter positioned to rally his country to defeat 
the so-called caliphate of the Islamic State. 
Obama has emphasized the importance of 
enlisting the Iraqi army and other local 
players in confronting this scourge, a goal 
with which we wholeheartedly concur.

But urging others into the fray will not 
be sufficient. Nor is it wise to assume that 
the Islamic State will collapse under the 
weight of its cruelty. “People like this ul-
timately fail,” Obama said Wednesday. 
“They fail because the future is won by 
those who build and not destroy.” That 
may be so. But history provides too many 
examples of destroyers who hold power 
for long stretches of time and do not lose it 
until they are dislodged by “builders” who 
are finally roused to action.

For three years the United States stood 
aside as the Islamist extremists built up 
their strength inside Syria. Washington 
was surprised in June when they burst 
into Iraq, captured Mosul and threatened 
Baghdad and surprised again this month 
when they threatened Kurdistan. Now, 
according to most accounts, they are con-
solidating their hold inside a large swath 
of territory spanning the two nations even 
as they fight to expand. They are training 
hundreds of foreign terrorists, including 
from Europe and the U.S., who could eas-
ily slip back into their home countries with 
malign intent. They proudly proclaim their 
enmity to America. America needs a genu-
ine strategy in response.

 Syria’s disarmament a mirage
The Wall Street Journal

It wasn’t long ago that President Barack 
Obama boasted of getting Syria to surren-
der its chemical weapons without firing a 
shot. “It turned out that we are actually 
getting all the chemical weapons,” Obama 
told the New Yorker last November. “And 
nobody reports that anymore.”

But it turned out there was a good rea-
son to hold the applause. On Monday the 
White House released a statement in the 
president’s name celebrating the destruc-
tion of Bashar Assad’s declared stocks of 

chemical weapons aboard the MV Cape 
Ray, a U.S. ship fitted with specialized hy-
drolysis systems that neutralize sarin and 
other deadly agents.

Then came the caveat. “We will watch 
closely to see that Syria fulfills its com-
mitment to destroy its remaining declared 
chemical weapons production facilities,” 
the statement read. “In addition, serious 
questions remain with respect to the omis-
sions and discrepancies in Syria’s decla-
ration to the OPCW and about continued 
allegations of use.”

The OPCW is the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the 
Hague-based outfit that has overseen the 
removal of 1,300 tons of chemical agents 
from Syria. The organization complained 
for months that Damascus was slow-rolling 
the disarmament process as it continued 
to starve and bomb its enemies into sub-
mission. In April the Assad regime began 
dropping chlorine bombs against civilian 
targets. Chlorine violates the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, which Syria joined 
last year as part of the deal that Obama 
used to celebrate.

Then there are those “omissions and 
discrepancies” cited by the president. We 
are not privy to the intelligence, but every 
source we talk to says the Syrians have 
surely not declared everything in their 
possession. It’s also hard to believe the ad-
ministration would underline the defects 
in its own purported achievement if there 
weren’t serious doubts among U.S. spooks 
about the completeness of the Syrian dec-
laration. …

 The Assad regime also likely retains 
the network of scientists and engineers 
needed to reconstitute a weapons program 
once it feels secure enough to do so. That 
day may not be far off, thanks in part to the 
chemical deal that spared Assad from U.S. 
bombing as he unleashed a new offensive 
against moderate rebel forces  … [who] are 
also losing ground to  the Islamic State.

No matter what happens to Syria’s chem-
ical weapons, the country’s real weapons 
of mass destruction — the Assad regime 
and the Islamic State — have gained in 
their destructive power. Such has been 
the result of Obama’s abdication of global 
leadership, now cloaked as a triumph for 
disarmament. 

 Ancient structures still at risk
The (Memphis, Tenn.) 

Commercial
The radical Islamic jihadists are good at 

many things — beheadings, amputations, 
terrorizing helpless schoolgirls, alienating 
populations — but public relations  is not 
one of them.

They should have learned their lesson in 

March 2001, when they blew up, over the 
objections of most of the civilized world, 
including respected Muslim leaders and 
scholars, two massive sixth -century Bud-
dhist sculptures in Afghanistan. Their 
argument, not supported by serious Mus-
lim scholarship, was that they were pagan 
idols and thus under Islamic law had to be 
destroyed. Chagrined by the world’s hos-
tile reaction, they revised their story to say 
that they, the  jihadis, were offended that 
the world would pay to preserve the stat-
ues while Afghan children were starving, 
due in part to the depredations and disrup-
tions of the radical Islamists.

Having failed to learn, or at least re-
member, that lesson, the radical Sunni mi-
litias who recently overran the Iraqi city of 
Mosul set about destroying, on the grounds 
of idolatry, prominent religious sites like 
the tombs of the prophet Jonah, revered 
by three major religions; the prophet Seth, 
reputedly the third son of Adam and Eve; 
and Jersis, known to Iraqi Christians as St. 
George.

In all, according to a Shiite website, 
the self-styled Islamic State  destroyed 30 
shrines and 15 mosques. Since among the 
Islamic State’s  first steps was to expel all 
the Christians, no one seems sure what 
happened to their churches and holy sites. 
The rebels had planned to blow up a beloved 
local landmark, an 800-year-old minaret 
known as al-Hadba, the hunchback, for its 
distinctive lean. The townspeople, accord-
ing to accounts from Mosul, surrounded 
the minaret to keep the militants from ini-
tially demolishing it.

The destruction of thousands of years of 
religious treasures and Iraqi culture goes 
on. If conversion is the goal of this conflict, 
a visit by more U.S. F-15s and A-10s might 
make true believers out of these vandals. 

 Senate NSA bill still lacking
Los Angeles Times

A little more than a year after former Na-
tional Security Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden revealed that the federal govern-
ment was collecting and storing the tele-
phone records of millions of Americans, 
Congress is poised to end the program and 
provide significant protection for a broad 
range of personal information sought by 
government investigators.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., the chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, has 
proposed a version of the bill that is sig-
nificantly more protective of privacy than 
one passed by the House in May. Like the 
House bill, Leahy’s proposal would end the 
NSA’s bulk collection of telephone “meta-
data” — information about the source, des-
tination and duration of phone calls that 
investigators can “query” in search of pos-

sible connections to foreign terrorism.
But the Senate version, worked out in ne-

gotiations with the White House and civil
liberties groups, imposes stricter limits on
the search terms used to obtain not only
phone data but other records as well. For
example, the bill makes it clear that the 
government may not use a search term 
that would collect all information relating
to a particular service provider or a broad
geographic region denoted by a ZIP Code
or area code.

Finally, the bill provides for the declas-
sification and publication “to the greatest
extent practicable” of opinions by the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Court and 
its appellate arm, the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court of Review.

Important as it is, the Leahy bill ad-
dresses in only minor ways the collec-
tion of information about Americans as a
byproduct of the electronic surveillance
targeting foreigners living abroad. Un-
like the collection of telephone metadata, 
these activities capture the actual contents
of phone conversations, emails and social
media postings, meaning that if an Ameri-
can is in contact with a friend or relative
abroad, his private musings can be swept
up in the electronic dragnet. That creates 
the possibility of “backdoor” surveillance
of Americans without the individual war-
rants required by the 4th Amendment.

A panel appointed by President Barack
Obama recommended that information
about Americans incidentally collected in
foreign surveillance be “purged upon de-
tection” unless it has foreign intelligence
value or is necessary to prevent harm to
others . …

For all its limitations, the USA Freedom 
Act is a testimony to the importance of in-
formed public debate. 

 Vetting AF recruiters will help
San Antonio Express-News

The Air Force has come a ways in re-
forming recruit training since sex abuse
scandals rocked the service’s boot camp at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. It is now 
making equally important strides with
recruiters.

An Express-News article by Sig Chris-
tenson on Monday shed some light on the 
Air Force’s revamped training program 
for recruiters — Inspire, Dissuade, Detect,
Deter and Hold Accountable, also known
as ID3A.

It was bad enough when sexual abuse oc-
curred during boot camp, where trainers
occupied particularly powerful positions
over vulnerable recruits. But recruiters
also occupy a position of power, dictating 
whether an eager potential recruit can get 
in and under what circumstances.

One of the most important changes came
in who could become recruiters. Air Force
personnel used to volunteer for the duty. 
Now, they are chosen by commanders
worldwide and are thoroughly vetted.

The revamped program emphasizes the
service’s core values — integrity, excel-
lence and service before self. And lines
have been drawn.

There are now strict prohibitions on per-
sonal and social contacts with potential
recruits. And applicants have been em-
powered to report inappropriate contact.

At least one task remains. It is, however, 
in Congress’ court. Congress earlier this
year reformed much of how the military
handles sexual assaults. Commanders can
no longer overturn convictions on sexual
assaults. Victims now get their own law-
yers to defend them against a system that
seemed to re-victimize them. And civilian
review is now required if a commander ve-
toes a prosecutor’s wish to go to trial.

While these are improvements, what’s 
significantly left undone is taking away
such decisions from commanders alto-
gether and placing them with experts in 
the legal process.

The Senate rejected this measure by
New York Democrat Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand. It should revisit the issue. 

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates.

What newspapers
are saying at home

KHALID MOHAMMED/AP

Cardinal Fernando Filoni, right, Pope Francis’ special envoy to Iraq, blesses a displaced 
Iraqi man from the Yazidi community at a  shelter for displaced Christians and Yazidis 
in Mangesh , Iraq, on Saturday . Islamic extremists shot 80 Yazidi men to death in Iraq, 
 then abducted their wives and children, officials and eyewitnesses reported Saturday. 
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Friday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 95 72 Clr
Akron, Ohio 83 67 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 71 62 Cldy
Albuquerque 80 65 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 79 63 Cldy
Amarillo 91 67 PCldy
Anchorage 66 54 Cldy
Asheville 89 66 Cldy
Atlanta 95 74 PCldy
Atlantic City 81 66 Cldy
Austin 100 76 PCldy
Baltimore 81 70 Rain
Baton Rouge 97 75 PCldy
Billings 72 56 Rain
Birmingham 97 74 Clr
Bismarck 71 60 Rain
Boise 79 60 Cldy
Boston 70 62 Cldy
Bridgeport 73 63 Cldy
Brownsville 96 79 PCldy
Buffalo 79 64 Cldy
Burlington,Vt. 77 61 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 75 56 Cldy
Casper 80 50 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 98 77 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 86 69 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 95 72 Cldy

Chattanooga 95 72 PCldy
Cheyenne 78 56 Cldy
Chicago 89 73 Cldy
Cincinnati 91 73 Cldy
Cleveland 84 67 Rain
Colorado Springs 80 58 Cldy
Columbia,S.C. 100 75 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 97 75 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 89 71 Rain
Concord,N.H. 73 56 Cldy
Corpus Christi 97 80 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 99 77 PCldy
Dayton 88 71 Cldy
Daytona Beach 95 75 PCldy
Denver 82 61 Cldy
Des Moines 90 73 Cldy
Detroit 84 69 Rain
Duluth 73 60 Cldy
El Paso 88 70 Cldy
Elkins 78 63 Rain
Erie 81 65 Cldy
Eugene 79 57 Cldy
Evansville 95 75 PCldy
Fairbanks 69 43 PCldy
Fargo 81 64 Cldy
Flagstaff 71 47 PCldy
Flint 85 67 Rain
Fort Smith 97 75 Clr

Fort Wayne 88 70 Cldy
Fresno 98 68 Clr
Goodland 99 69 Cldy
Grand Junction 82 60 Cldy
Grand Rapids 85 69 Rain
Great Falls 64 51 Rain
Green Bay 83 65 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 92 72 Cldy
Harrisburg 80 65 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 72 62 Cldy
Helena 67 51 Rain
Honolulu 89 76 Clr
Houston 98 77 Clr
Huntsville 95 72 Clr
Indianapolis 89 73 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 97 74 PCldy
Jacksonville 99 76 PCldy
Juneau 69 49 PCldy
Kansas City 96 75 PCldy
Key West 91 84 PCldy
Knoxville 92 71 PCldy
Lake Charles 94 78 PCldy
Lansing 83 68 Rain
Las Vegas 95 76 PCldy
Lexington 91 73 Cldy
Lincoln 95 72 PCldy
Little Rock 98 76 Clr
Los Angeles 83 65 PCldy

Louisville 94 76 Cldy
Lubbock 94 69 PCldy
Macon 98 72 PCldy
Madison 89 71 Cldy
Medford 82 56 Clr
Memphis 97 77 Clr
Miami Beach 91 79 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 93 73 Clr
Milwaukee 84 69 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 85 70 Cldy
Missoula 67 52 Rain
Mobile 97 75 PCldy
Montgomery 98 73 PCldy
Nashville 96 74 PCldy
New Orleans 94 77 PCldy
New York City 75 64 Cldy
Newark 76 66 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 87 73 Cldy
North Platte 92 64 Cldy
Oklahoma City 98 74 Clr
Omaha 93 73 PCldy
Orlando 96 76 PCldy
Paducah 96 74 Clr
Pendleton 78 53 PCldy
Peoria 92 74 PCldy
Philadelphia 81 68 Cldy
Phoenix 98 77 PCldy
Pittsburgh 81 66 Cldy

Pocatello 75 51 Cldy
Portland,Maine 70 57 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 78 59 Cldy
Providence 71 60 Cldy
Pueblo 85 60 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 94 73 Cldy
Rapid City 78 61 Cldy
Reno 85 59 Clr
Richmond 88 72 Rain
Roanoke 86 71 Rain
Rochester 79 64 Cldy
Rockford 90 71 Cldy
Sacramento 85 61 Clr
St Louis 97 77 Clr
St Petersburg 93 82 PCldy
St Thomas 89 79 Rain
Salem,Ore. 79 58 Cldy
Salt Lake City 86 64 PCldy
San Angelo 96 72 Clr
San Antonio 100 78 PCldy
San Diego 80 69 Clr
San Francisco 74 61 PCldy
San Jose 80 61 Clr
Santa Fe 79 55 Cldy
St Ste Marie 71 61 Cldy
Savannah 100 76 PCldy
Seattle 74 57 Cldy
Shreveport 97 75 PCldy

Sioux City 88 69 PCldy
Sioux Falls 84 66 PCldy
South Bend 87 71 Cldy
Spokane 75 55 Cldy
Springfield,Ill 93 74 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 97 74 Clr
Syracuse 78 64 Cldy
Tallahassee 100 76 PCldy
Tampa 93 80 PCldy
Toledo 85 69 Cldy
Topeka 98 77 PCldy
Tucson 92 72 PCldy
Tulsa 98 77 Clr
Tupelo 96 73 Clr
Waco 98 77 PCldy
Washington 83 72 Rain
W. Palm Beach 90 79 PCldy
Wichita 97 77 PCldy
Wichita Falls 100 75 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 77 63 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 83 67 Cldy
Yakima 78 54 PCldy
Youngstown 82 64 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Wed., 108, Falfurrias, Texas, and
Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Wed., 35, Daniel, Wyo.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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FRIDAY IN EUROPE
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FRIDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SATURDAY IN THE PACIFIC
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MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Aug. 22) ......................... $1.3617
Dollar buys (Aug. 22) ........................€0.7344
British pound (Aug. 22) ....................... $1.70
Japanese yen (Aug. 22) ..................... 101.00
South Korean won (Aug. 22) ............ 997.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .......................$1.6588/0.6029
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0957
China (Yuan) ........................................ 6.1515
Denmark (Krone) ................................ 5.6192
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1515
Euro ........................................ $1.3264/0.7539
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7501
Hungary (Forint) ................................. 237.19
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.5277
Japan (Yen) ...........................................103.80
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2842
Norway (Krone) ...................................6.1564
Philippines (Peso).................................43.88
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.16
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2500
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,022.78
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9130
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 31.98
Turkey (New Lira) ............................... 2.1748
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.22

NJ Casino workers pray over job woes
 BY WAYNE PARRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.  — 
They’ve turned to politicians, bu-
reaucrats, businessmen and union 
reps to try to save their jobs at 
three Atlantic City casinos sched-
uled to close soon. Now, hundreds 
of soon-to-be unemployed dealers, 
cocktail servers and hotel work-
ers are turning to what many say 
could be their last, best chance.

“We’re praying for God to 

open new doors to them,” said 
the Rev. Eric McCoy, president 
of the Atlantic City Fellowship of 
Churches.

Clergy members and the main 
casino workers union organized a 
rally and prayer service Wednes-
day night for the nearly 8,000 
workers who will be jobless when 
Revel, the Showboat and Trump 
Plaza close  during the next few 
weeks.

“We have hope that God is 
about to restore to them whatever 

his plan for them was,” McCoy 
said. “He had plans for us before 
casinos existed, and he’ll have 
plans for us after they’re gone.”

Union worker Maria Logan, a 
member of the New Shiloh Bap-
tist Church, said the challenges 
are big and real.

“This isn’t play,” she said. 
“People are losing their homes 
and the only means of supporting 
their families. This is very scary 
for people who are in a situation 
they never expected. Some peo-

ple put their entire lives and souls 
into these jobs, and someone just 
comes along and snatches it away 
from you. It is devastating.”

 Divine intervention may be 
their only hope at this point. New 
Jersey’s Division of Gaming En-
forcement has issued final closure 
notices for Revel and the Show-
boat. The Showboat’s owner, Cae-
sars Entertainment, has already 
taken a charge against quarterly 
earnings for employee severance 
payments . 

BUSINESS/WEATHER

* Diesel EFD    ** Midgrade
For the week of Aug. 23-29

EUROPE GAS PRICES PACIFIC GAS PRICES
Country Super E10 Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Germany $3.775 $3.956 $4.119 $4.138
Change in price -3.3 cents -3.1 cents -3.4 cents -0.8 cents

Netherlands -- $4.792 $5.077 $5.003
Change in price -- +0.4 cents +0.4 cents +0.4 cents

U.K. -- $3.926 $4.089 $4.108
Change in price -- -3.1 cents -3.4 cents -0.8 cents

Azores -- -- $4.065 --
Change in price -- -- -3.4 cents --

Belgium -- $3.980 $4.180 $4.240
Change in price -- no change no change no change

Turkey -- -- $4.248 $4.993*
Change in price -- -- no change no change

Italy $4.180 -- -- $4.256
Change in price no change -- -- no change

Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel
Japan -- $3.799 -- $3.819
Change in price -- -8.0 cents -- -1.0 cents

Okinawa $3.599 -- -- $3.819
Change in price -4.0 cents -- -- -1.0 cents

South Korea $3.599 -- $3.939 $3.959
Change in price -3.0 cents -- -4.0 cents -1.0 cents

Guam $3.589** $3.769 $3.929 --
Change in price -3.0 cents -3.0 cents -4.0 cents --
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Ford, Escape, 2004 $6300.00,
Sport Limited, 4X4, Black Exteri-
or, Black Leather Interior, Tow-
ing Package, Glass Sunroof,
Power Package, Runs Great,
Excellent Condition, Dealer
Maintained. Blue Book 6,800...
A s k i n g  6 , 3 0 0 .  T e l :
0162-2549026

BMW, X5 3.0i, 2010 $25000.00
US Spec, 6 cyl, X-drive, Black
Leather, Heated Seats & Steer-
ing Wheel, Navigation, Parking
Cameras, Bluetooth. Mainte-
nance up to date and done by
dealer, run flats x 1yr old. Very
clean, non-smoker, original own-
ers. NADA valued at $28,750.
Asking $25,000. Nothing wrong
with the vehicle, we just dont
need it anymore. Pics on
request. 01728072960 Serious
inquiries only.

Plymouth, Voyager, 1997
$650.00 This minivan is in good
shape for its age. It seats 7
people! It just passed inspection
last May. It has an automatic
transmissin and all weather
tires. I am the second owner
and have owned it since 1998. It
has never has a major accident.
If you need cheap transporation,
especially for a crowd, it's a
great choice. Call soon because
there aren't a lot of cheap cars
a v a i l a b l e !
tdullmaier@yahoo.com or
06258-51692

Yamaha, V Star, 2007
$3500.00, Cruiser bike priced
low for quick sale. Enjoy the
European roads on this true
beauty. It comes with Vance and
Hines short shot exhaust for an
unbelievable sound and per-
formance. Original Exhaust is
also included. For more informa-
tion call me or send me a
message to schedule a test ride.
First best offer will take it. so
don't waste time waiting. The
summer is just beginning.
0 1 7 6 7 2 4 8 2 0 7 3 ,
mister2_lagente84yahoo.com

Dodge, Caliber, 2007 $1800.00
New engine; all power; AC;
needs new exhaust manifold -
Part on Hand; small body
damage; photos available; in-
spection due on Sept; will pass
two year inspection once mani-
fold is replaced; good running
car used to drive from Man-
nheim to Sembach. Book is
$2800.00. Great upper hoopty
and second car. 017637747449,
willtell98@yahoo.com

Suzuki, GSXR 750, 2002
$4000.00 chrome rims, polished
frame bike well maintained and
adult ridden , custom paint job
on bike along with gear indica-
tor, yoshimira slip on exaust. no
modifacations to bike besides
the intergrated tailights, the first
year suzuki did fuel injection on
the Gixxsters can't pass up a
offer like this 015253414122,
grimm7302@yahoo.com

Peugeot, 206 CC, 2004
$3500.00, European spec., con-
vertible sport car. Great
condition,dealer maintained,
non-smoker owner, clean, AC,
electric windows, leather
s e a t s , n e w  s t e r e o
(MP3,MP4,WMA) works great
with smartphones,inspection
good for another year. Comes
with a set of winter tires. For
more details please email:
crabby5707@gmail.com

Motorcycles 164
BMW, M3 Dinan S3, 2006
$27000.00 This one is different!
How?This is like a Stealth
Bomber- Low key on the
outside, SiCK mods underneath.
This E46 has an S3
Dinancars.com package; the
only company, besides Alpina,
whose parts are sold through
BMWUSA dealers. This is a
Street to Track car with no trailer
needed. This car is being sent
back to the states in September
- limited time offer. Many
possibilities here in Germany!
Well Maintained. Grey with
black leather interior. No GPS!
N o  C u p  H o l d e r !
01522-687-4626, 0170 172
7893 Bayersmith@yahoo.com

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Hitachi 42" Multi-System Plasma
TV with Wall Mount $150.00
Used Hitachi 42" multi-system
plasma TV for sale. Pedestal
missing. Wall mount included.
Cash and carry only. Wiesbaden
area. Pictures & details availa-
ble upon request. email:
afh_1974yahoo.com

Nissan, Pathfinder LE, 2001
$5500.00 Automatic Remote
Car Starter, Automatic Trans-
mission, Sun Roof, Electric
Windows, Power Mirrors, Cruise
Control, AC, Bluetooth Phone
Integrated system, DVD Movie
Player, AMFM Stereo.,172,000
miles. Runs very well, good
solid car for traveling or taking a
vacation, maintenance records
available. My phone number is:
016099244078
jonathon.r.cureton2.mil@mail.m
il

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $11500.00 A
GREAT FAMILY CAR Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes - Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16"
Alloy Wheels - Steering Wheel
w i t h  t o u c h  c o n t r o l
0151-2606-7460
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Home Electronics 570

AUDI, TT, 2009 $31000.00
German Specs. Orange custom
color, S-line Trim, auto with shift
paddles, summer & winter
wheels & tires. Black leather.
Recent service and TUEV. Call
Steve at 0172-5989113 or
email: gauangeles@yahoo.com

VOLVO, V70, 2.5T, 2005
$8000.00 5-sp Auto (shiftable),
5-cyl inject (208 hp), 5-dr with
sunroof (electric), ABS Traction
controlinter Mode, SRS (front air
bags ), SIPS (Side Impact
Protect Sys), VIC (Volvo Inflata-
ble Curtain), L & R Child Safety
Seat ISO-fix Anchors & Integra-
ted Child Booster Seat, Cruise
Control, Power steering brakes,
Elect windows (F & B), Leather
Interior, Heated Front Seats,
AC, 60-40 rear seat, 3rd row
Aux Seats (fold down), 12v
front, mid & cargo power outlet,
Child Safety locks, Sum & Win
Tires 0162 270 8868 robert.j.m
artinek@usace.army.mil

31 pc. Stainless Steel Flatware
set from WMF $30.00 These 31
pcs (9 knives, 9 forks, and 9
spoons, plus four small dessert
forks) were made by the Ger-
man firm, WMF. They make
high quality products, some of
the world's finest. The flatware
for sale, in excellent condition, is
made of Cromargan protect,
making them very resistant to
damage of any kind. And
although used, the flatware for
sale is in very very good
condition. selandca@yahoo.com

Nissan, Pathfinder LE, 2001
$5500.00 Automatic Remote
Car Starter, Automatic Trans-
mission, Sun Roof, Electric
Windows, Power Mirrors, Cruise
Control, AC, Bluetooth Phone
Integrated system, DVD Movie
Player, AMFM Stereo.,172,000
miles. Runs very well, good
solid car for traveling or taking a
vacation, maintenance records
available. Can't load pics for
some reason. 016099244078
jonathon.r.cureton2.mil@mail.m
il

Volkswagen, Tiguan, 2012
$21500.00, 41K miles 2.0 en-
gine FWD AC Heated Seats,
Luggage Rack, Bluetooth Sirius
P l e a s e  C a l l  C h r i s
096419260020 01749419182

HAVE YOU TRIED
THAT CRAZY WRAP THING?

Tightens, tones, and Firms in as
little as 45 minutes. Reduces the
appearance of cellulite. Gives
you fast & Lasting results from a
botanically based formula. Buy
online at
http:/corpobellowraps.myitwork
s.com

We ship APO
Distributors wanted

Miscellaneous 1040
Acura, TL, 2012 $26500.00 3.7
liter, 305 HP, AT, (SH-AWD)
Super Handling All Wheel Drive,
Leather Heated Seats, Naviga-
tion, US Spec, Sun Roof, Tech
Package, Paddle Shifters, Pre-
mium Sound, Meticulously Main-
tained, 59,500 miles. Call
070314281042 or nelsonb72@
hotmail.com.

Chevrolet, Corvette 2DR
Coupe, 2007 $27000.00 Engine:
6.08 LS 2, Color: RED US
SPECS Trans: auto with Pad-
dles Dual Air Bags, Traction
Control , Power Steering,
Brakes-ABS-4 Wheel Disc
Brakes, Security System, Anti-
Theft System, Engine Immobiliz-
er & Vehicle Intermittent Wipers,
Rear Defrost Power Windows,
Power Driver Passenger Mir-
rors, Power Locks, Roof Targa,
Tilt Wheel, Remote Keyless
Entry, Remote Trunk Relea-
se,Cruise Control, AMFM Stereo
CD Player, MP3 Sound System,
AC, Power Driver Seat, Wheels
Aluminum,Climate Control-Dual
5373185 pokerp@yahoo.com

Health Care 540

Model 64 .38 cal Revolver
$300.00 Model 64 Smith &
Wesson .38 caliber revolver,
4inch barrel 06303-6254,
rl-kabig20hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Mercedes-Benz, CL 500, 2000
$8999.00 Full spec, long list of
equipment Plus: 20'' rims LED
taillights,AMG exhaust,set of
new winter tires and MB rims.
New oil and filters,new kuhmo
tires,new battery,Well taken
care of car with all the mainte-
nance records from both MB
and indy mechanics. Full de-
scription and pics on RYS page.
adas1990@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Sporting Goods 980

LG Microwave for Sale $50.00
Selling an LG microwave.
$50.00 or best offer. Cash and
carry only. Wiesbaden area.
Contact for pictures or informa-
tion. (S&S photo upload not
working for some reason!)
afh_1974@yahoo.com

Volkswagen, Old Style Beetle,
1984 $2000.00 Red Mexican
Beetle. Three years in garage
storage while owner deployed.
Currently in Non-Op status for
some minor underbody rust.
Otherwise the Engine, transmis-
sion, brakes, tires, etc. are in
very good condtion. Excellent
Base Vehicle for a Restoration
Project. Please contact Owner
to view the car with local POC.
Garage storage in Stuttgart
Area. Asking $2,000 or Best
Offer. Contact at
brownjt50hotmail.com.

Furniture/Appliances 511
Mercedes 2012, C 300 4 matic,
$28500.00, all wheel drive with
premium 1 package includes
Navigation System, rearview
camera, sunrof, extra set of flor
mats for winter split fold down
back seats, metallic paint rear
side air bags
lastjewishsamurai@yahoo.com

3 Bdrm Temporary Furnished
Apartment w/Loft Walking dis-
tance to Bismarck/Katterbach
Gates Fully stocked kitchen All
utilities included except electric
For photos go to www.ohara-im
mobilien.de 850 Euros Fred
Brändlein

0171-1753110
info@ohara-immobilien.de

House Furnished 876

Volkswagen, Jetta, 2010
$15000.00, Gold VW Jetta US
Spec Automatic transmission,
Tiptronic, DSG transmission,
39000 miles, Inspection good
until 2015, Beige leather interior.
Bought in 2010 with 8-year
warranty (worth $3000, 4-year
coverage remaining) Dealer
maintained (last maintenance
done July 2014) Power Sunroof,
Alloy wheels, iPod dock, Blue-
tooth, One-disc CD player. Car
in excellent condition. For ques-
tions, photos, and more details
please call: 0176 3482 8983 or
email: cesongaol.com

Honda, Odyssey, 2002
$3500.00, Minivan LX with extra
set of winter tires (extra $500
value at least)-seats 7 comforta-
bly with lots of room in back for
luggage. Great European road
trip car for family. Minor cosmet-
ic damage only on passenger
side but otherwise runs great.
207k miles. No mechanical or
engine problems at all. Guaran-
teed to pass inspection before
sale and transfer. Call Kim
0171-648-9938

Retail space available
yards from Bismarck and Katter-
bach gates 820 sq.ft. great for
auto seller or the like. Fits 12
cars at a time, with four more
outside in front. Upstairs: 1800
Sqft of which 350 sq.ft. is office

space. 1000 Euros
Fred Brändlein 0171-1753110

info@ohara-immobilien.de

Solid Oak China Cabinet and
Hutch $450.00 Solid Oak China
Cabinet, handmade by a local
furniture builder,had a value of
around $1500. In very good
condition. The top portion has 3
Buzenglass doors and has a
large storage and display area
with an Oak shelf. It also has 3
small drawers on both sides and
between these drawers is an
accented shelf. The bottom
section has 3 large drawers, one
drawer made for silverware.
Beneath the drawer are 3 large
storage areas.60 by 77 tall.
Bottomtop are two separate
piece. Photo's by e-mail request.
earldow@hotmail.com

Real Estate 850

Dining Table with 4 chairs
$100.00 Dining Table 160x90x7
5cm-length-width-height white,
comes with 4 chairs.
jkountz16@hotmail.com

Honda, CR-V EX, 2003
$7000.00 Great running vehicle.
Just passed inspection for easy
transfer. Moving back to the
states and can't take with. Cloth
seats. Very clean and non-
smoking. Exterior has minor
bumps and scrapes. Great
family car. KBB value in good
condition is over 9K.
joshua_tipton@hotmail.com

Volkswagen GOLF V6, Special
Model, 2003 $6200.00 204 HP,
6-speed, born for the Autobahn.
Fine German engineering, US
inspection valid till June 2015.
Black Magic pearl-effect paint,
4-door, practical Hatchback, AC,
Blaupunkt stereo & CD. One
owner, non-smoker, no acci-
dents. Low mileage, European
specs, dealer-serviced, excel-
lent condition. New tires, 17"
alloy wheels, leather steering
wheel. KBB & NADA value
between $6,300-6,800. Selling
to you for $6,200. Your ultimate
fun-to-drive car. trintelen@hotm
ail.com

Couch $300.00 3-piece Couch,
grey and white 360x120x38cm.
Couch pieces & sections can be
put together in different ways.
White leather rey cloth on top.
jkountz16hotmail.com

Furniture 510

Ford, KA, 1997 $1250.00, Eur
specs, 84XXX KM. 5-spd, AC,
PS, PB, AMFM Cass. Very
dependable, easy to drive &
park, reliable transportation.
Very economical, I average
mid-30's MPG mixed driving.
Well maintained, light blue in
color. Summer and winter tires.
Pcs'ing, available end of August.
$1250 Negotiable. Stuttgart
area. pocomoolah@yahoo.com,
home 07157-538134, cell
015202316954.

Person to Person 800
Volkswagen, Golf, 1999
$3500.00, 1.4 liter, 4-door
hatchback, rear folding seats
(very handy) for large cargo
area. Wearing winter tires,
passed inspection, ready to
drive. Aftermarket CD, AC,
Heat, Power locks & windows,
Non-smoking owner, kept clean.
Price is negotiable. Call or text
0171-479-4847 for questions.

Ford, Escape XLT, 2002
$6499.00, in excellent condition
and only 65000 miles! Six disc
CD changer, AC, auto trans, tow
pkg. and more. Reliable and
runs great. $6,499, more tham
1,000 dollars below book! Con-
tact eric.fowkes@gmail.com

Ford, Escape Hybrid, 2008
$10000.00 Hate paying for
gas?? Beautiful Ford Escape
Hybrid avgs 34 MPG. One
owner, Premium package, 6 CD
player, moon roof, leather seats,
Nav system, roof rack with cross
bars. New tires and brakes.
Excellent condition. Inspection
good thru Jan 2015. Must move
and gotta sell. Will entertain best
offers. Call Chris: 01624115049

Toyota , Celica GT, 2003,
$5000.00 US Spec,5 Speed
manual transmission, cruise
control, power windows & locks,
cd player, v rated tires, new
brakes, new AC. email:
kaiserin.onegmail.com

Plasma TV for Sale $150.00
Used Hitachi 42" multi-system
plasma TV for sale. Pedestal
missing. Wall mount included.
Cash and carry only. Wiesbaden
area. Pictures & details availa-
ble upon request. (S&S photo
upload not working for some
reason!) afh_1974@yahoo.com

Ford, Escape XLT, 2002
$6499.00 in excellent condition
and only 65000 miles! Six disc
CD changer, AC, auto trans, tow
pkg. and more. Reliable and
runs great. $6,499, more tham
1,000 dollars below book! Con-
tact eric.fowkes@gmail.com

Announcements 040 CSS Education Focus 1035Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Home Electronics 570
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MLB

BY PAT GRAHAM

The Associated Press

The Chicago Cubs fan found 
the ideal seat at Wrigley Field 
almost by accident, sitting in the 
sunniest of spots along the left-
field line and finding a friendly 
vendor to bring some nachos for 
his buddy. He even caught a foul 
ball that day.

Of course, that fan was Ferris 
Bueller and just part of his amaz-
ing day after ditching school in 
the 1986 classic “Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off.”

Now the casual fan can find 
that sort of ideal seat at a major 
league park — with no principal 
chasing behind, either.

Joel Carben and two of his 
sports tech-savvy buddies created 
IdealSeat, a fan engagement plat-
form that uses heat maps to chart 
the most likely sections to snare 
a souvenir foul ball. The site also 
collects weather information and 
ranks top concession spots.

So far, their research teams 
have logged the landing places 
of 10,000 game balls since its 
inception three years ago. The 
company is currently in six parks 
— AT&T Park in San Francisco, 
Camden Yards in Baltimore, Citi 
Field in New York, PNC Park in 
Pittsburgh, Safeco Field in Se-
attle, and Tropicana Field in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. — with plans to 
expand.

Soon, their data gathering may 
include places such as Yankee 
Stadium, Fenway Park and, yes, 
Wrigley Field — an ode to Buel-
ler, their foul ball-catching hero.

“That was the genius of Ferris: 
He was always in the ideal seat. 
His whole day was ideal — and he 
didn’t even need an iPhone,” said 
Carben, who has had more than 
11,000 users visit both the website 
and mobile application. “Today, 
everyone is using an iPhone to 
create an ideal experience to 
choose their own adventure.”

Carben’s crew came up with 
the concept innocuously enough 
as they watched a fan catch a foul 
ball at a Mariners game.

Good fortune for that fan or 

good planning?
“Our brains went off: How can 

we use statistics to find seats with 
highest probability to find a foul 
ball?” Carben said.

Carben discovered the Mari-
ners — or any major league team, 
really — didn’t actively track 
where foul balls were landing.

So, they began creating a mo-
bile system to track baseballs. 
The sections shaded in red on the 
app means have your glove ready. 
The blue? Probably no need to 
bring out your mitt.

There’s also a link to a site sell-
ing seats, just to see if those best 
spots are available.

To broaden the fan experience, 
the company is now looking at 
stadium food (like where to get 
those garlic fries at Safeco Field) 
and weather (the intensity of the 
sun at a particular seat).

What’s more, they’re examin-
ing factors outside the gates of the 
park, such as the best hotels, hip-
pest bars and tourist attractions. 

They want to become a TripAdvi-
sor for the baseball fan.

“This is still evolving,” said 
Carben, who co-founded the com-
pany with Luis Carlos Hillon and 
Zain Khan. “We’re looking at 
the role of technology to under-
stand and give the fans a great 
experience.”

At Wrigley Field the other day, 
a 65-year-old man sitting in the 
left-field bleachers made an un-
believable catch that has gone 
viral on video. Carben happened 
to see the catch and envisions that 
being one of his users.

“Exactly the place we want our 
fans to be,” Carben said. “Right 
place at the right time — and 
being prepared.”

This is how the operation 
works: The researcher in a city 
tracks the flight of every ball hit, 
logging on their phone app — or 
noting in an email — whether 
it’s fair or foul, even the angle at 
which the ball comes off the bat 
(popup or line drive, that sort of 
thing). Those numbers are then 
entered into the system.

Just to get a lay of the land, 
Erika Schaub, the research team 
manager for IdealSeat based out 
of Citi Field, even sat in every sec-
tion. Ask Schaub the most likely 
place to catch a ball at Citi Field, 

and she 
instantly 
responds 
with 
section 
128. It’s 
between 
third 
base 
and the 
left-field 
foul pole, 

incidentally.
“If you’re in that area, you al-

ways seem to get a foul ball,” 
Schaub said.

Precisely the point because, 
“everyone’s Holy Grail is to get a 
game-used ball,” said Davis Wil-
liams, a researcher at Tropicana 
Field.

Oakland A’s outfielder Sam 
Fuld is certainly intrigued by the 
concept, so much so that he joined 
the group as an adviser.

Fuld has long been a statistics 
person, and once even interned 
at the STATS company. He kept 
a detailed notebook of every pitch 
delivered to Triple Crown win-
ner Miguel Cabrera and World 
Series MVP Mike Lowell a few 
seasons ago with the sole purpose 
of seeing if there was any corre-
lation between fouling off pitches 
and their respective on-base 
percentages.

Before he could crunch his
numbers, though, someone stole
his notebook.

Hearing about the theft, Car-
ben contacted Fuld and told him
all about their research project. 
Fuld lends his expertise in blog
entries on the website.

About Toronto’s Rogers Cen-
tre, Fuld wrote: “Usually jammed
with autograph seekers by dugout. 
RF line during BP is a good spot.
Also worth a try at getting a seat 
or a hotel room way up in CF. We 
players tend to like to throw base-
balls all the way up there during 
BP (high degree of difficulty).”

“I’ve never been involved in
anything like this. It’s cool,” Fuld 
said in a recent interview.

It’s already led Carben to the 
ideal place at Safeco. That would 
be section 142 on the third-base
side, where the sun for an after-
noon shines the brightest and
there is a convenient concession 
stand where he can get a brat 
smothered in onions and peppers.

Oh yeah, quite a few foul balls
land there, too.

Had Ferris Bueller been visit-
ing Seattle, Carben believes the
character “would definitely have
ended up in that seat.”

Catching on

BEN MARGOT/AP

Joel Carben gestures while standing in the bleacher seats in right field at AT&T Park in San Francisco 
prior to a game between the Giants and the Los Angeles Dodgers. Carben and his research teams have 
tracked the landing places of 10,000 game balls at six ballparks in the last three years

JOEL CARBEN/AP

IdealSeat is mobile foul ball 
tracking system software 
designed to increase a fan’s 
chances of catching a foul ball at 
baseball games.

Software lets fans track best seats
at six ballparks to shag a foul ball

‘ Everyone’s 
holy grail 
is to get a 
game-used 
ball. ’

Davis Williams
IdealSeat researcher
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

Pro basketball

WNBA playoffs
(x-if necessary)

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS
(Best-of-three)

Eastern Conference
Atlanta vs. Chicago

Friday: at Atlanta
Sunday: at Chicago
x-Tuesday: at Atlanta

Indiana vs. Washington
Thursday: at Indiana
Saturday: at Washington
x-Monday: at Indiana

Western Conference
Phoenix vs. Los Angeles

Friday: at Phoenix
Sunday: at Los Angeles
x-Tuesday: at Phoenix

Minnesota vs. San Antonio
Thursday: at Minnesota
Saturday: at San Antonio
x-Monday: at Minnesota

Pro football

NFL preseason
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
 W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Jets 2 0 0 1.000 38 27
Miami 1 1 0 .500 30 30
New England 1 1 0 .500 48 58
Buffalo 1 2 0 .333 49 54

South
Houston 1 1 0 .500 32 39
Jacksonville 1 1 0 .500 35 30
Tennessee 1 1 0 .500 44 47
Indianapolis 0 2 0 .000 36 40

North
Baltimore 2 0 0 1.000 60 33
Pittsburgh 1 1 0 .500 35 36
Cleveland 0 2 0 .000 35 37
Cincinnati 0 2 0 .000 56 66

West
Denver 2 0 0 1.000 55 16
Kansas City 1 1 0 .500 57 67
Oakland 1 1 0 .500 33 36
San Diego 1 1 0 .500 41 48

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Giants 3 0 0 1.000 64 55
Washington 2 0 0 1.000 47 29
Dallas 0 2 0 .000 37 64
Philadelphia 0 2 0 .000 63 76

South
New Orleans 2 0 0 1.000 57 48
Atlanta 1 1 0 .500 23 42
Carolina 1 1 0 .500 46 36
Tampa Bay 0 2 0 .000 24 36

North
Chicago 2 0 0 1.000 54 47
Minnesota 2 0 0 1.000 40 34
Detroit 1 1 0 .500 39 39
Green Bay 1 1 0 .500 37 27

West
Arizona 1 1 0 .500 60 30
Seattle 1 1 0 .500 57 35
San Francisco 0 2 0 .000 3 57
St. Louis 0 2 0 .000 31 47

Thursday, Aug. 14
Chicago 20, Jacksonville 19

Friday, Aug. 15
New England 42, Philadelphia 35
New Orleans 31, Tennessee 24
Seattle 41, San Diego 14
Oakland 27, Detroit 26

Saturday, Aug. 16
Green Bay 21, St. Louis 7
Baltimore 37, Dallas 30
N.Y. Giants 27, Indianapolis 26
N.Y. Jets 25, Cincinnati 17
Pittsburgh 19, Buffalo 16
Miami 20, Tampa Bay 14
Houston 32, Atlanta 7
Minnesota 30, Arizona 28

Sunday, Aug. 17
Denver 34, San Francisco 0
Carolina 28, Kansas City 16

Monday, Aug. 18
Washington 24, Cleveland 23

Thursday’s game
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia

Friday’s games
Carolina at New England
N.Y. Giants at N.Y. Jets
Jacksonville at Detroit
Oakland at Green Bay
Chicago at Seattle

Saturday’s games
Tampa Bay at Buffalo
Dallas at Miami
Tennessee at Atlanta
Washington at Baltimore
Minnesota at Kansas City
New Orleans at Indianapolis
St. Louis at Cleveland
Houston at Denver

Sunday, Aug. 24
San Diego at San Francisco
Cincinnati at Arizona

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 12 6 6 42 36 23
D.C. 12 7 4 40 36 26
Toronto FC 9 8 5 32 33 34
Columbus 7 8 9 30 32 32
New York 6 7 10 28 35 34
New England 8 12 3 27 30 36
Philadelphia 6 9 9 27 36 39
Houston 7 12 4 25 25 42
Chicago 4 6 13 25 29 35
Montreal 4 14 5 17 23 41

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 13 7 3 42 39 31
Real Salt Lake 11 4 9 42 38 28
FC Dallas 11 7 6 39 43 32
Los Angeles 10 5 7 37 39 26
Vancouver 7 4 12 33 33 29
Portland 7 7 10 31 39 39
Colorado 8 11 6 30 37 39
San Jose 6 9 7 25 26 28
Chivas USA 6 11 6 24 21 36

Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
Los Angeles 4, Colorado 3
Seattle FC 1, San Jose 1, tie

Friday’s game
Real Salt Lake at FC Dallas

Saturday’s games
Montreal at New York
Chicago at Toronto FC
Houston at Columbus
Chivas USA at New England
D.C. United at Sporting Kansas City
Vancouver at Los Angeles

Sunday’s games
Seattle FC at Portland
San Jose at Philadelphia

Wednesday, Aug. 27
D.C. United at Los Angeles

Friday, Aug. 29
Houston at Sporting Kansas City

Saturday, Aug. 30
Colorado at Seattle FC
New England at Toronto FC
Columbus at Montreal
FC Dallas at Chicago
Real Salt Lake at San Jose
Portland at Vancouver

Sunday, Aug. 31
New York at D.C. United
Los Angeles at Chivas USA

Wednesday
Galaxy 4, Rapids 3

Los Angeles 1 3—4
Colorado 3 0—3

First half—1, Colorado, Hairston 1, 
14th minute. 2, Colorado, Buddle 2 (Pow-
ers), 17th. 3, Los Angeles, Keane 13 (Gar-
gan), 20th. 4, Colorado, Burch 1, 30th.

Second half—5, Los Angeles, Gonzalez
2 (Donovan), 55th. 6, Los Angeles, Gordon
1 (Gonzalez), 68th. 7, Los Angeles, Dono-
van 5 (Keane), 80th.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Jaime Penedo;
Colorado, Clint Irwin.

Yellow Cards—Sarvas, Los Angeles,
85th.

A—14,011 (17,424)

Earthquakes 1, Sounders 1
San Jose 0 1—1
Seattle FC 0 1—1

Second half—1, Seattle FC, Barrett 6
(Martins), 46th minute. 2, San Jose, Won-
dolowski 9 (Cato), 65th.

Goalies—San Jose, Jon Busch; Seattle 
FC, Stefan Frei.

Yellow Cards—Yedlin, Seattle FC,
29th; Martins, Seattle FC, 77th; Koval,
San Jose, 90th.

A—38,909 (32,400)

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 16 2 6 54 50 20
FC Kansas City 12 7 5 41 39 32
Portland 10 8 6 36 39 35
Washington 10 9 5 35 36 43
Chicago 9 7 8 35 32 26
Sky Blue FC 9 8 7 34 30 37
Western New York 8 12 4 28 42 38
Boston 6 16 2 20 37 53
Houston 5 16 3 18 23 44

Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

Wednesday’s games
Sky Blue FC 1, Houston 0
End of Regular Season

Playoffs
Semifinals

Saturday: Portland at FC Kansas City
Sunday: Washington at Seattle

Championship
Sunday, Aug. 31: Semifinal winners

Deals

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
MLB — Upheld the San Francisco pro-

test of Tuesday’s game against Chicago 
at Wrigley Field, making it a suspended 
game to be completed Thursday.

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Activated C David 

Ross from the 15-day DL. Recalled OF-1B 
Alex Hassan from Pawtucket. Optioned C 
Daniel Butler and RHP Steven Wright to 
Pawtucket (IL).

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Activated OF Wil 
Myers from the 60-day DL. Optioned INF 
Vince Belnome to Durham (IL). Trans-
ferred OF Jerry Sands from the 15- to the 
60-day DL.

National League
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Reinstated 

RHP Gerrit Cole from the 15-day DL. Op-
tioned INF Brent Morel to Indianapolis 
(IL).

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Reinstated OF 
Cameron Maybin from the restricted list. 
Optioned INF Jace Peterson to El Paso 
(PCL). Designated LHP Bobby LaFrom-
boise for assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ATLANTA HAWKS — Announced 
Charles Lee and Ben Sullivan have been 
added to the coaching staff.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Placed DT Dar-
nell Dockett on injured reserve. Signed 
DL Isaac Sopoaga and DL Ryan McBean 
to one-year contracts.

BUFFALO BILLS — Placed LB Stevenson 
Sylvester on the injured reserve list.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Traded K 
Cody Parkey to Philadelphia for RB David 
Fluellen.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed FB 
Eric Kettani. Waived/injured TE Fendi 
Onobun.

NEW YORK JETS — Placed CB Dexter 
McDougle on injured reserve.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Re-signed K 
Kevin Goessling. Waived/injured S Jer-
emy Deering.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released 
WR Lavelle Hawkins. Claimed OT Edawn 
Coughman off waivers from Buffalo.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Claimed 
P Tress Way off waivers from Chicago. 
Waived P Blake Clingan.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES — Named Kevin 
Devine player personnel director, Ran-
dy Cunneyworth player development 
coach, Jerry Forton NCAA scout, Jason 
Long coordinator of player development, 
Corey Smith video coach, Jim Kovachik 
pro scout, and Seamus Kotyk and Victor 
Nybladh amateur scouts.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — An-
nounced an affiliation agreement with 
Kalamazoo (ECHL) for the 2014-15 sea-
son.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Signed F Wade 
Megan and F Tony Turgeon to one-year 
AHL contracts.

NEW YORK RANGERS — Agreed to 
terms with F Kevin Hayes.

COLLEGE
  BOWLING GREEN — Named Jason Bau-

er assistant gymnastics coach.
   HOLY CROSS — Named Mike Lucas 

women’s tennis coach.
LOYOLA (NO) — Named Sam Brock 

men’s rugby coach.
MARIST — Named Jason Sacher wom-

en’s tennis coach and Leanne Ockenden 
director of women’s basketball opera-
tions.

MICHIGAN STATE — Announced ju-
nior men’s basketball G Bryn Forbes was 
granted a waiver to play this season af-
ter transferring from Cleveland State.

NEBRASKA — Named Ali Farokhmanesh 
men’s graduate assistant basketball 
manager. 

Tennis

Winston-Salem Open
A U.S. Open Series event

Wednesday
At The Wake Forest Tennis Center

Winston-Salem, N.C.
Purse: $683,705 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Third Round

Jerzy Janowicz, Poland, def. Edouard 
Roger-Vasselin (12), France, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Jarkko Ni-
eminen (15), Finland, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.

Yen-hsun Lu (9), Taiwan, def. Marcel 
Granollers (8), Spain, 6-1, 6-2.

Andreas Seppi (14), Italy, def. Nicolas 
Mahut, France, 6-4, 7-6 (7).

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez (5), Spain, def. 
Donald Young (11), United States, 6-7 (4), 
6-3, 7-6 (6).

Lukas Rosol (7), Czech Republic, def. 
Pablo Andujar (10), Spain, 1-6, 6-2, 6-2.

Sam Querrey, United States, def. Kevin 
Anderson (2), South Africa, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

John Isner (1), United States, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin (13), Kazakhstan, 6-1, 
7-6 (3).

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Florin Mergea, Romania, and Joao 
Sousa, Portugal, def. Nicholas Monroe 
and Donald Young, United States, 6-2, 1-
6, 12-10.

Pablo Andujar and Marcel Granollers, 
Spain, def. Sam Groth and Chris Guc-
cione, Australia, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 

Connecticut Open
A U.S. Open Series event

Wednesday
At The Connecticut Tennis Center at 

Yale
New Haven, Conn.

Purse: $710,000 (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Caroline Woz-
niacki (4), Denmark, 6-4, 6-2.

Garbine Muguruza, Spain, def. Peng 
Shuai, China, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Andrea 
Petkovic, Germany, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (6).

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Eugenie 
Bouchard (3), Canada, 6-2, 6-2.

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Megan 
Moulton-Levy, United States, def. Alison 
Riske and Coco Vandeweghe, United 
States, 7-6 (4), 1-6, 10-8.

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Silvia 
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, def. Casey Del-
lacqua, Australia, and Stefanie Voegele, 
Swizerland, 6-3, 2-6, 10-6.

Youth baseball

Little League World Series
At South Williamsport, Pa.

UNITED STATES
GREAT LAKES, Chicago; MID-ATLAN-

TIC, Philadelphia; MIDWEST, Rapid City, 
S.D.; NEW ENGLAND, Cumberland, R.I.; 
NORTHWEST, Lynnwood, Wash.; SOUTH-
EAST, Nashville, Tenn.; SOUTHWEST, 
Pearland, Texas; WEST, Las Vegas

INTERNATIONAL
ASIA-PACIFIC, Seoul, South Korea; 

AUSTRALIA, Perth; CANADA, Vancouver, 
B.C.; CARIBBEAN, Humacao, Puerto Rico; 
EUROPE & AFRICA, Brno, Czech Republic; 
JAPAN, Tokyo; LATIN AMERICA, Mara-
caibo, Venezuela; MEXICO, Guadalupe, 
Nuevo Leon

Double Elimination
Thursday, Aug. 14

Seoul 10, Brno 3
Chicago 12, Lynnwood 2, 5 innings
Humacao 16, Perth 3, 4 innings
Las Vegas 12, Rapid City 2

Friday, Aug. 15
Guadalupe 4, Vancouver 3
Philadelphia 4, Nashville 0
Tokyo 1, Maracaibo 0
Pearland 6, Cumberland 4

Saturday, Aug. 16
Perth 10, Brno 1, Brno eliminated
Lynnwood 7, Rapid City 5, Rapid City 

eliminated
Maracaibo 10, Vancouver 0, 5 innings, 

Vancouver eliminated
Cumberland 8, Nashville 7, Nashville 

eliminated
Sunday, Aug. 17

Seoul 8, Humacao 5
Las Vegas 13, Chicago 2, 4 innings
Tokyo 9, Guadalupe 5
Philadelphia 7, Pearland 6

Monday, Aug. 18
Consolation: Rapid City 5, Brno 3
Guadalupe 6, Perth 2, Perth eliminat-

ed
Pearland 11, Lynnwood 4, Lynnwood 

eliminated
Maracaibo 2, Humacao 1, Humacao 

eliminated
Chicago 8, Cumberland 7, Cumberland 

eliminated
Tuesday, Aug. 19

Consolation: Nashville 12, Vancouver 
9

Guadalupe 11, Maracaibo 1, Maracai-
bo eliminated

Chicago 6, Pearland 1, Pearland elimi-
nated

Wednesday, Aug. 20
Seoul 4, Tokyo 2
Las Vegas 8, Philadelphia 1

Thursday, Aug. 21
Game 25: Guadalupe vs. Tokyo
Game 26: Chicago vs. Philadelphia

Saturday, Aug. 23
International Championship

Game 27: Seoul vs. Winner G25
United States Championship

Game 28: Las Vegas vs. winner G26
Sunday, Aug. 24

At Lamade Stadium
Third Place

Loser G27 vs. Loser G28
World Championship

Winner G27 vs. Winner G28

Boxing

Fight schedule
Aug. 22

At Pechanga Resort & Casino, Tem-
ecula, Calif., Austin Trout vs. Daniel Daw-
son, 12, junior middleweights; Erick Bone 
vs. Mahonri Montes, 10, welterweights.

At Sports Center, Fairfield, Calif., Man-
uel Avila vs. Sergio Frias, 10, junior feath-
erweights.

Aug. 23
At Tecate, Mexico, Javier Mendoza vs. 

Ramon Garcia Hirales, 12, for the vacant 
IBF light flyweight title.

Aug. 26
At Shanghai, China, Randy Petalcorin 

vs. Wisanu Kokietgym, 12, for the interim 
WBA junior flyweight title; Ik Yang vs. 
Sukkasem Kietyongyuth, 10, junior wel-
terweights.

Aug. 30
At Caracas, Venezuela, Yonfrez Parejo 

vs. Luis Hinojosa, 12, for the interim WBA 
bantamweight title.

At Las Vegas, J’Leon Love vs. Rogelio 
Medina, 10, super middleweights; Badou 
Jack vs. Jason Escalera, 10, super mid-
dleweights.

At Hermosillo, Mexico, David Sanchez 
vs. Anuar Salas, 12, for Sanchez’s interim 
WBA junior bantamweight title.

Sept. 5
At Tokyo, Japan, Akira Yaegashi vs. 

Roman Gonzalez, 12, for Yaegashi’s WBC 
flyweight title; Naoya Inoue vs. Samartlek 
Kokietgym, 12, for Inoue’s WBC junior 
flyweight title; Ryota Murata vs. Adrian 
Luna, 10, middleweights.

Sept. 6
At Hamburg, Germany, Wladimir 

Klitschko vs. Kubrat Pulev, 12, for Klitsch-
ko’s IBF-WBO-IBO-WBA Super World 
heavyweight titles.

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Kiko 
Martinez vs. Carl Frampton, 12, for Mar-
tinez’s IBF super bantamweight title; 
Eamonn O’Kane vs. Virgilijus Stapulionis, 
12, middleweights; Jamie Conlan vs. Da-
ryl Basadre, 10, junior bantamweights; 
Marc McCullough vs. Dmitry Kirillov, 10, 
featherweights.

At U.S. Bank Arena, Cincinnati, Adrien 
Broner vs. Emmanuel Taylor, 12, super 
lightweights; Lucas Martin Matthysse 
vs. Robert Ortiz, 10 junior welterweights; 
Andre Berto vs. Steve Upsher Chambers, 
10, welterweights.

At Mexico City, Juan Francisco Estrada 
vs. Giovani Segura, 12, for Estrada’s WBA 
Super World and WBO flyweight titles. 

Pro baseball

MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 73 52 .584 —
Toronto 65 62 .512  9
New York 63 61 .508  9A
Tampa Bay 61 65 .484 12A
Boston 56 70 .444 17A

Central Division
Kansas City 70 56 .556 —
Detroit 68 56 .548  1
Cleveland 64 61 .512  5A
Chicago 59 68 .465 11A
Minnesota 55 70 .440 14A

West Division
Los Angeles 75 50 .600 —
Oakland 74 52 .587  1A
Seattle 68 58 .540  7A
Houston 54 73 .425 22
Texas 49 77 .389 26A

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 72 53 .576 —
Atlanta 66 61 .520  7
Miami 63 63 .500  9A
New York 60 68 .469 13A
Philadelphia 56 71 .441 17

Central Division
Milwaukee 71 56 .559 —
St. Louis 69 57 .548  1A
Pittsburgh 65 62 .512  6
Cincinnati 61 66 .480 10
Chicago 54 71 .432 16

West Division
Los Angeles 71 57 .555 —
San Francisco 66 58 .532  3
San Diego 59 66 .472 10A
Arizona 53 74 .417 17A
Colorado 50 76 .397 20

Tuesday’s games
Houston 7, N.Y. Yankees 4
Detroit 8, Tampa Bay 6, 11 innings
L.A. Angels 4, Boston 3
Baltimore 5, Chicago White Sox 1
Cleveland 7, Minnesota 5
Washington 8, Arizona 1
Atlanta 11, Pittsburgh 3
Seattle 5, Philadelphia 2
Miami 4, Texas 3, 10 innings
Chicago Cubs 2, San Francisco 0, 5 in-

nings, susp., unplayable field conditions
Milwaukee 6, Toronto 1
St. Louis 5, Cincinnati 4
Kansas City 7, Colorado 4
Oakland 6, N.Y. Mets 2
L.A. Dodgers 8, San Diego 6

Wednesday’s games
Houston 5, N.Y. Yankees 2
Detroit 6, Tampa Bay 0
L.A. Angels 8, Boston 3
Baltimore 4, Chicago White Sox 3
Cleveland 5, Minnesota 0
Texas 5, Miami 4
Philadelphia 4, Seattle 3
Toronto 9, Milwaukee 5
N.Y. Mets 8, Oakland 5
Washington 3, Arizona 2
Pittsburgh 3, Atlanta 2
St. Louis 7, Cincinnati 3
San Francisco 8, Chicago Cubs 3
Colorado 5, Kansas City 2
San Diego 4, L.A. Dodgers 1

Thursday’s games
Houston at N.Y. Yankees
Cleveland at Minnesota
Detroit at Tampa Bay
L.A. Angels at Boston
Arizona at Washington
Atlanta at Cincinnati
San Francisco at Chicago Cubs
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers

Friday’s games
Baltimore (Gausman 7-4) at Chicago 

Cubs (Arrieta 6-4)
Chicago White Sox (Joh.Danks 9-8) at 

N.Y. Yankees (Greene 3-1)
Houston (Peacock 3-8) at Cleveland 

(Carrasco 5-4)
Tampa Bay (Smyly 7-10) at Toronto 

(Stroman 7-4)
Seattle (F.Hernandez 13-4) at Boston 

(J.Kelly 0-1)
Kansas City (Ventura 9-9) at Texas 

(Lewis 8-10)
Detroit (Ray 1-3) at Minnesota (Milone 

6-4)
L.A. Angels (H.Santiago 3-7) at Oak-

land (Gray 12-7)
San Francisco (Hudson 8-9) at Wash-

ington (Fister 12-3)
St. Louis (Wainwright 15-7) at Phila-

delphia (K.Kendrick 5-11)
Atlanta (Minor 5-8) at Cincinnati (La-

tos 4-3)
Pittsburgh (Locke 4-3) at Milwaukee 

(Gallardo 8-6)
Miami (H.Alvarez 9-5) at Colorado 

(F.Morales 5-6)
San Diego (Despaigne 3-4) at Arizona 

(Collmenter 8-7)
N.Y. Mets (Niese 7-8) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Haren 10-10)
Saturday’s games

Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees
Tampa Bay at Toronto
Detroit at Minnesota, first game
Seattle at Boston
Houston at Cleveland
Kansas City at Texas
Detroit at Minnesota, second game
L.A. Angels at Oakland
Baltimore at Chicago Cubs
San Francisco at Washington
St. Louis at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Cincinnati
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee
Miami at Colorado
San Diego at Arizona
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers

Sunday’s games
Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees
Houston at Cleveland
Tampa Bay at Toronto
Seattle at Boston
Detroit at Minnesota
Kansas City at Texas
L.A. Angels at Oakland
Atlanta at Cincinnati
San Francisco at Washington
St. Louis at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee
Baltimore at Chicago Cubs
Miami at Colorado
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers
San Diego at Arizona
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BASKETBALL/AUTO RACING

Stewart
skipping
3rd race

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Tony Stewart
will not race Saturday night at Bristol 
Motor Speedway, the third Sprint Cup race
he’s skipped since his car struck and killed
Kevin Ward Jr. during a sprint car race.

Stewart’s decision was announced 
Wednesday and Jeff Burton will once again
replace him in the No. 14 Chevrolet. Burton
also drove Stewart’s 
car at Michigan last 
weekend.

Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing is allowing Stew-
art to take the time he 
needs away from the 
track, and the team 
statement indicated 
the three-time NAS-
CAR champion is tak-
ing it week-by-week. 
Stewart will not have 
to decide on another 
race until the Aug. 31 event at Atlanta.

Stewart has been in seclusion since the 
Aug. 9 incident at an upstate New York 
dirt track. He has not commented since
he issued a statement the day after Ward’s
death.

Stewart also pulled out of the race 
at Watkins Glen, which began about 12
hours after his car hit Ward at the event in
Canandaigua, New York. Ward’s car had
spun into a wall as he and Stewart raced 
for position, and the 20-year-old climbed
out to confront Stewart.

Authorities said the first car to pass Ward
had to swerve to miss hitting the driver, 
who was gesturing toward the NASCAR
star. The front of Stewart’s car then ap-
peared to clear Ward, but Ward was struck
by the right rear tire and hurtled through 
the air.

Ward died of blunt force trauma, and 
authorities are still investigating the inci-
dent. Ontario County Sheriff Philip Povero 
has said investigators did not have any evi-
dence to support criminal intent by Stew-
art, but the investigation is expected to
last at least another week. Povero said this
week there were no new updates.

None of Stewart’s peers has spoken to
the driver since the accident. But they’ve 
come to his defense, with six-time cham-
pion Jimmie Johnson saying nothing he’s 
seen has convinced him that Ward’s death
was anything but a tragic accident.

 Stewart has 48 career Cup wins in 542
starts. He has one career win at Bristol, in
2001.

Burton made just his third start of the 
season last week. The 21-time Sprint Cup
winner  won at Bristol in 2008 and has 15 
top-10 finishes in 40 career starts.

Stewart

BY BRIAN MAHONEY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Derrick Rose heard 
the fans chanting his name, and yes, he 
would’ve loved to give them what they 
wanted.

But after missing most of the past two 
years and with still a long summer of bas-
ketball ahead, he’s willing to take this re-
turn slowly.

“Just trying to protect myself, just know-
ing that this is a long, long schedule and 
this is the most basketball I’ll be playing in 
two years,” Rose said.

“I want to be out there, but at the same 
time my health is the No. 1 issue right 
now.”

With Rose sitting out, Kyrie Irving 
started and made all five shots, scoring 12 
points as the U.S. national basketball team 
beat the Dominican Republic 105-62 on 
Wednesday night in an exhibition game.

James Harden also scored 12 in limited 
playing time for the Americans, who used 
their subs for most of the second half. Rudy 

Gay and DeMar DeRozan each scored 13 
points.

Rose and U.S. assistant Tom Thibodeau, 
Rose’s coach with the Chicago Bulls, 
both said he was experiencing general 
soreness .

Rose’s absence allowed U.S. coach Mike 
Krzyzewski to take a longer look at other 
players with cuts coming soon. The Ameri-
cans have 16 players on the roster and have 
to get down to 12 before the upcoming Bas-
ketball World Cup.

 Krzyzewski said there would be no cuts 
before Friday’s game against Puerto Rico, 
and he said Rose would play that night.

 Houston Rockets forward Francisco 
Garcia scored 14 points for the Dominican 
Republic, coached by South Florida’s Or-
lando Antigua. The Dominicans are with-
out their best player, the Atlanta Hawks’ 
Al Horford, who is recovering from a torn 
right pectoral muscle.

 The Americans leave Saturday for Spain, 
where they will finish their preparations 
with a final exhibition against Slovenia. 
The World Cup opens on Aug. 30. 

KATHY WILLENS/AP

Dominican Republic forward Orlando Sanchez (16) defends as U.S. forward Rudy Gay protects the ball during the first half of 
Wednesday’s exhibition game at Madison Square Garden in New York. The United States won 105-62.

Rose sits as US wins easily

KATHY WILLENS/AP

U.S. center Andre Drummond, rear, 
defends Dominican Republic center Jack 
Michael Martinez during the first half.
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AUTO RACING
Around the tracks

Driver to watch
Ryan Newman’s dustup with Jimmie Johnson in the closing

laps at Michigan on Sunday reflects the mad scramble of a 
man who is fighting to get in the Chase.

Although he is 14th in the adjusted standings for the Chase
with three races left before the field of 16 is set, Newman is

winless. That puts him in a precarious position to miss 
the cut. Hence, the aggressiveness in the final

laps and a little bit of “trading paint” as John-
son and Newman scrambled for position.

  Typical of Newman, he’s been good but
not great this season, with two Top 5s

(third at Kentucky and fifth at New
Hampshire) and eight Top 10s. He

missed his best shot at winning at
Phoenix, where he was battling
Kyle Busch for the lead until a
late caution negated their ad-
vantage over the rest of the
pack and he finished seventh. 

BY JIM UTTER

The Charlotte Observer

HUNTERSVILLE, N.C.

No excuses. That’s what 
Joe Gibbs Racing of-
ficials believe is left 
after the organization’s 

announcement Tuesday that it 
would add a fourth Sprint Cup Se-
ries car in 2015 with driver Carl 
Edwards and a significant in-
vestment from communications 
technology company Arris, a new 
sponsor to NASCAR.

“We don’t have any excuses why 
we can’t compete with the likes of 
Hendrick” Motorsports, said JGR 
team President J.D. Gibbs.

“Financially, we should be in 
good shape there. I feel like with 
everything we have now, we’re 
right there.”

Edwards, who will finish the 
season at Roush Fenway Racing, 
will drive the No. 19 Toyota for 
JGR beginning next season, join-
ing teammates Denny Hamlin, 
Kyle Busch and Matt Kenseth.

Kenseth also moved to JGR 
after a long tenure at Roush. In 
his first season at JGR in 2013, he 
finished second in the champion-
ship standings and won a season-
high seven races.

“Matt’s success over here was 
a real eye-opener for me,” said 
Edwards, who owns 23 Cup se-
ries wins but has never won a 
series championship. “There’s no 
bad blood or anything like that at 
Roush.

“I just feel that there are so 
many parts that came together 
here really well. There is a lot of 
energy here. You got JGR ready to 
start a fourth team. You got driv-
ers like Matt, Kyle and Denny that 
are veterans and really good.

“The whole situation just feels 
really good to me. It looks like it 
will be a lot of fun to go racing.”

JGR has not finalized what Ed-

wards’ team will look like, but a 
significant number of the mem-
bers likely are to come from its 
Nationwide program.

JGR has fielded three full-time 
Cup teams since 2005 and has 
held off expanding to the maxi-
mum of four entries, preferring to 
make the move when it could put 
together the best deal possible.

“This is as close as you can get 
to having all the right pieces,” 
Gibbs said.

Edwards’ move was not a sur-
prise as it had been rumored 
for months. Roush officials an-
nounced last month Edwards 
would not return to its organiza-
tion in 2015, but at the time Ed-
wards declined to talk about his 
plans.

The size and scope of the in-
vestment of JGR’s new partner, 
Arris, make it one of the biggest 
sponsor additions in recent years 
in NASCAR.

Not only will Arris sponsor ap-
proximately half the Cup season 
with Edwards, it also will sponsor 
driver Daniel Suarez next season 

as he moves full time to JGR’s No. 
18 Nationwide Series team.

“Having this opportunity to 
run full time in the Nationwide 
Series with Joe Gibbs Racing is 
a dream come true,” said Suarez, 
who has four wins in the Mexico 
series this season.

In addition, Arris will sponsor a 
handful of Truck series races for 
Suarez, a rising star in the Toyota 
Mexico Series, and partner in a 
diversity initiative with Escude-
ria Telmex to develop Mexican 
and Latin American drivers in 
NASCAR.

“We felt like we needed to get 
our name out there,” said Bob 
Stanzione, chairman and CEO of 
Arris. “We’re one of the largest 
companies in the world that pro-
vides high-speed data voice and 
video communications to service 
providers around the world.

“Speed, speed, speed is very 
important to us. NASCAR is about 
speed and Joe Gibbs and his team 
is about speed and high quality, 
high reliability, high integrity — 
the values we prize the most.”

CHUCK BURTON/AP

Carl Edwards answers a question during a news 
conference at Joe Gibbs Racing’s headquarters in 
Huntersville, N.C., on Tuesday. Joe Gibbs Racing 
has hired Carl Edwards to drive a new fourth 
Sprint Cup car in 2015.

Team is banking on Edwards to close gap on Hendrick

‘No excuses’ now for JGR

BOB BRODBECK/AP 

Greg Biffle, left, talks with Carl Edwards after practice last week for 
the Sprint Cup Series race at Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn, Mich.

SPRINT CUP SERIES
This week: Irwin Tools Night Race at 

Bristol, Tenn.
Track: Bristol Motor Speedway (oval, 

0.533 miles).
Race distance: 500 laps, 266.5 

miles.
TV: AFN-Xtra, 1:30 a.m. Sunday, 

Central European Time; 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Japan/Korea Time.

Last year: Matt Kenseth raced to the 
fifth of his seven 2014 victories.

Last week: Jeff Gordon won from 
the pole position at Michigan for his 
third victory of the year. Kevin Harvick 
was second and Joey Logano finished 
in third. 

Next race: Oral-B USA 500, Aug. 
31, Atlanta Motor Speedway, Hamp-
ton, Georgia.

Online: nascar.com

DRIVER STANDINGS
 1. Jeff Gordon ...........................816
 2. Dale Earnhardt Jr...................813
 3. Brad Keselowski ....................733
 4. Joey Logano ..........................714
 5. Matt Kenseth ........................709
 6. Kevin Harvick ........................687
 7. Jimmie Johnson .....................686
 8. Carl Edwards ........................679
 9. Ryan Newman ......................679
10. Clint Bowyer .........................672
11. Greg Biffle.............................660
12. Kasey Kahne .........................651
13. Austin Dillon .........................638
14. Kyle Larson ...........................636
15. Kyle Busch ...........................620
16. Marcos Ambrose ...................616
17. Paul Menard..........................614
18. Brian Vickers ........................598
19. Jamie McMurray ...................596
20. Denny Hamlin .......................589

NATIONWIDE SERIES
This week: Food City 300 at Bristol, 

Tenn.
Track: Bristol Motor Speedway (oval, 

0.533 miles).
Distance: 200 laps, 133.25 miles.
TV: AFN-Xtra, delayed, 5 p.m. Sat-

urday CET; Midnight Sunday JKT.
Last year: Kyle Busch raced to the 

ninth of his 12 2013 victories.
Last week: Chris Buescher won the 

road-course race at Mid-Ohio for his 
first series victory. 

Next race: Great Clips 300, Aug. 30, 
Atlanta Motor Speedway, Hampton, Ga.

Online: nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCKS SERIES

Next race: Chevrolet Silverado 250, 
Aug. 31, Canadian Tire Motorsport 
Park, Bowmanville, Ontario.

Last race: Brad Keselowski won his 
first Truck Series race at Bristol, Tenn., 
on Thursday morning.

Online: nascar.com

FORMULA ONE
This week: Belgian Grand Prix at 

Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium.
Track: Spa-Francorchamps (road 

course, 4.35 miles).
Distance: 191.415 miles, 44 laps.
Last year: Red Bull’s Sebastian Vet-

tel raced to the fifth of his 13 2013 
victories en route to his fourth straight 
season title. He’s winless this season.

Last race: Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciar-
do won the Hungarian Grand Prix July 
27 for his second win of the season. 

Next race: Italian Grand Prix, Sept 7, 
Autodromo di Monza, Monza, Italy.

Online: formula1.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

Next event: U.S. Nationals, Aug. 27-
Sept. 1, Lucas Oil Raceway at India-
napolis, Clermont, Indiana.

Last week: Morgan Lucas won the 
Top Fuel final in Brainerd, Minn., beat-
ing Doug Kalitta. The Funny Car final be-
tween John Force and Ron Capps and
the Pro Stock semifinals and final were 
postponed by darkness after rain delays.
They will be run at the U.S. Nationals.

Online: www.nhra.com

VERIZON INDYCAR
This week: Grand Prix of Sonoma at

Sonoma, Calif.
Track: Sonoma Raceway (road 

course, 2.385 miles).
Distance: 202.73 miles, 85 laps.
TV: AFN-Xtra, delayed, 9 a.m. Mon-

day, CET; 4 p.m. Monday, JKT.
Last year: Power won at the track

for the third time in four years.
 Last week: Power won at the Milwau-

kee Mile for his third win of the year. 
Next race: MAVTV 500, Aug. 30,

Auto Club Speedway, Fontana, Calif.
Online: indycar.com

OTHER RACES
TUDOR UNITED SPORTSCAR

CHAMPIONSHIP: Oak Tree Grand Prix
at Virginia International Raceway, Dan-
ville, Va. TV: AFN-Xtra, delayed, 6 a.m. 
Monday CET; 4 p.m. Monday JKT.

Online: imsa.com
ARCA RACING SERIES: Herr’s Live

Life With Flavor 200, Madison Interna-
tional Speedway, Oregon, Wis.

Online: arcaracing.com 
— The Associated Press
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BY KAREEM COPELAND

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 
way Mario Edwards Jr. moves on 
a football field seems to conflict 
with the basic principles of phys-
ics. The 6-foot-3 Florida State 
defensive lineman weighs 300 
pounds, is very nimble and truly 
light on his feet.

The 20-year-old can do stand-
ing backflips wearing 20-plus 
pounds of pads.

With his size and athletic abil-
ity, he worked to become the No. 
1 overall recruit in the nation and 
a third team All-ACC selection 
as a sophomore, but something 
has been missing: Every-down 
domination.

Edwards will play every posi-
tion along the line, sometimes 
standing up on the outside 
and even dropping into pass 
coverage.

“I just took this year serious,” 
Edwards said. “I feel good. I’m 
more explosive and I’m strong.

“This year, they really want 
to do mismatches with me. The 
worst player on the line, that’s 
who they’ll put me against.”

Bucky Brooks, NFL Media 
analyst and former scout for the 
Seattle Seahawks and Carolina 
Panthers, said it’s important for 
players like Edwards to show 
that they can be consistently 
dominant.

“The guys that are blue chip-
pers, the guys who go on to have 
multiple Pro Bowls, guys who 
are impact players that change 
franchises have that ability,” 
Brooks said. “I need to see Mario 
Edwards Jr. show people that he 
wants to be a dominant player by 
putting it on tape, doing it against 
everybody, small competition, 
big competition, whatever. Really 
dominating the guy that’s across 
from him.”

Edwards has shown flashes of 
domination in his first two years.

The best game of his career 
was a six-tackle, including three 
for loss, one-sack effort in the 
national championship game. He 
showcased his athleticism in the 
first quarter, firing through the 
offensive line, chasing Auburn 
quarterback Nick Marshall out 
of the pocket and then doubling-
back to get the sack. He got to 
Marshall again in the fourth 
quarter, running down the quar-
terback while isolated one-on-one 
on a read-option.

Coaches recently stopped the 
tape during a film session to show 
Edwards chasing down speedy 
back Mario Pender from the op-
posite side of the field.

Edwards has regularly weighed 
around 300 pounds but reshaped 
his body during the offseason. He 
firmed up and can run with play-
ers 100 pounds lighter. He squats 
600 pounds and bench presses 
450.

Florida State has GPS equip-
ment to track speed and Edwards’ 
has improved from 17.5 miles per 
hour last season to 18.8.

The new goal is to increase the 
sack numbers. Edwards only has 
five in 23 games, but part of that 
had to do with his responsibili-
ties within the scheme. Edwards 
didn’t regularly have the go-get-
the-quarterback green light. Ed-
wards also acknowledged there 
were lapses in effort and he 
hadn’t mastered the playbook. He 
believes six or seven sacks were 
left on the field.

Edwards wants double-digit 
sacks in 2014.

Though Seminoles coach Jimbo 
Fisher said sacks aren’t the only 
indicator of Edwards’ impact.

“Sacks don’t equate to great-
ness,” Fisher said. “You watch 
that film, that guy’s a heck of a 

football player. You watch when 
the draft comes around, where 
he’s at. ... He didn’t get sacks, but 
we had the lowest scoring defense 
in the country last year.

“That guy there is as athletic 
and as dominant as any of the ends 
we’ve had. ... He’s as strong physi-
cally and naturally as powerful as 
anybody I’ve been around.”

Fisher has seen his share of 
NFL-caliber linemen.

The Seminoles had four defen-
sive linemen drafted in the 2013 
NFL Draft, including Bjoern 
Werner (No. 24 overall) and Cor-

nellius Carradine (No. 40). FSU 
defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan 
was the No. 48 pick in 2014. 

“As far as guys that can dance 
around like that,” Brooks said, 
“guys that are athletic, guys that 
can play upright off the ground, 
has the ability to move and do 
some things that you want to see 
in these exotic schemes where you 
can put your D-line on the move 
... he can do all those things.”

Now, the goal is do it 
consistently.

Defensive coordinator Charles 
Kelly said the two have had ex-

tensive conversations on the sub-
ject. Everyone knows that’s the
last piece of the puzzle for some-
one unnaturally blessed with
that type of natural strength and 
fluidity.

Edwards reminisced about 
intimidating opponents before
high school games when he would
finish pregame stretches with a
backflip and watch the jaws drop
open.

Fisher wants to see similar re-
actions on a consistent basis from
Edwards’ opponents — but at the 
end of four quarters.

Edwards poised to dominate every down

STEVE CANNON/AP

Florida State’s Mario Edwards tackles Nevada’s Brandon Wimberly in a game last September. Edwards 
is everything a coach wants in a defensive lineman — a rare combination of power and agility. 

Florida State DL has had flashes,
now he wants consistent effort
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BY JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Amari 
Cooper isn’t ready to declare his 
Alabama career a success just 
yet.

The second-ranked Crimson 
Tide star is one of the nation’s 
top wide receivers and a highly 
regarded NFL prospect, but he’s 
also coming off a season when 
nagging injuries, frequent double 
teams and inconsistency contrib-
uted to a rough start.

So motivation isn’t a problem.
“I don’t know if I’ve had a lot 

of success,” Cooper said. “I don’t 
look at it like I’ve had a lot of suc-
cess. I’m always anxious to do 
more. Break records.”

Teammates and coaches have 
praised his focus and work ethic 
leading up to the Aug. 30 opener 
against West Virginia in Atlanta, 
and Cooper was the leading vote 
getter on the media’s preseason 
All-Southeastern Conference 
team.

While it remains unclear who 
will be throwing passes for Ala-
bama, Jacob Coker or Blake 
Sims, Cooper seems a safe bet to 
be catching many of them.

He’s the headliner of a deep re-
ceiving corps that also includes 
players like Christion Jones and 
DeAndrew White, plus tight end 
O.J. Howard. Cooper got excited 
when he looked at numbers pro-
duced by some of new offensive 
coordinator Lane Kiffin’s receiv-
ers at Southern California like 
Marqise Lee and Robert Woods.

Kiffin’s early impression of 
Cooper, meanwhile, wasn’t about 
the 6-foot-1, 210-pounder’s talent 
but his work ethic during offsea-

son workouts.
“I thought it was a really hard 

workout we were doing but he 
worked out two hours before 
that,” he said. “What you real-
ize about Amari is there really 
isn’t any off-field stuff. Amari is 
completely dedicated to being the 

best football player that he can. 
He’s completely focused so he’s 
great to work with. He wants to 
be great and he also wants to ex-
pand his game.”

Statistically, Cooper took a step 
backward last season, especially 
early. Plagued by foot and toe in-
juries that sidelined him against 
Colorado State, he was largely a 
nonfactor in the Tide’s first five 
games before totaling 15 catches 
and 299 yards in the final two, in-
cluding a 99-yard touchdown in the 
fourth quarter against Auburn.

His 45 catches, 736 yards and 
four touchdowns represented 
a drop-off. Cooper had broken 
Julio Jones’ Alabama freshman 
records with 59 catches for 1,000 

yards and set a school mark with 
11 touchdown receptions.

Cooper also had some drops, 
and he said he’s gotten better at 
mentally bouncing back from 
such mistakes.

“It gets under my skin less now 
than it did before,” Cooper said. 
“Drops are a part of football too. 
You just have to play the next play 
but you have to practice like you 
want to be perfect. But once you 
drop that ball, just play the next 
ball. You’ll be all right.”

Alabama defensive backs who 
face Cooper routinely in prac-
tice praise his explosiveness and 
quickness.

Jarrick Williams calls him 
“amazing” and offers some not 

so helpful advice to opposing
cornerbacks.

“You’ve really got to try to get
your hands on him to try to affect
him,” Williams said, “but that 
pretty much doesn’t do anything
anyway.”

Landon Collins calls Cooper 
one of the Tide’s hardest workers 
and said he usually finishes first
or second in runs.

“His mind-set is to be the best
player he can be, be that top-
notch receiver, catch every ball
and try to score,” Collins said.
“That’s his mind-set. If it’s in the 
air, he’s going to get it. He won’t
let any ball that’s within reach get 
away from him. That’s what I love 
about Cooper. He makes all of us 
a better player.”

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Tide’s Cooper out 
for big rebound
Wide receiver aims for better start after 
injuries curtailed role on team last season

DAVE MARTIN/AP

Alabama wide receiver Amari Cooper, left, is hoping to shake off nagging injuries and inconsistencies 
that hurt his start last season and prove himself to be a top NFL prospect.

59
Number of receptions 

Cooper made as a 
freshman in the 2012-13 

season. 

By the numbers

SOURCE: The Associated Press 

11
Number of touchdown 

receptions Cooper made in 
the 2012 season, a school 

record.

45
Number of catches 

Coooper made last season 
after being slowed by foot 

and toe injuries.
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draws attention to the Packers’ 
depth at outside linebacker. Start 
with Matthews, back after miss-
ing much of last season with a 
thumb injury that also limited him 
in minicamp.

Each week gives Matthews 
more confidence in using his sur-
gically repaired hand.

“I feel good about it. I think by 
the time season the rolls around, 
I’ll be flying out there and making 
plays and having fun,” Matthews 
said. “That’s what I’m doing now, 
but just a little more crisp.”

The Packers signed Peppers as 
a free agent to punch up the pass 
rush. Converted ends Mike Neal 
and Nick Perry both appear to be 
healthy again in camp. Andy Mu-
lumba and Nate Palmer got valu-
able experience last year after 
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MLB/NFL

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis.

Jayrone Elliott doesn’t just 
go by “No. 91” anymore in 
the Packers’ locker room. 
Three sacks in four plays 

will help get you noticed, even 
by pass-rushing specialist Clay 
Matthews.

Elliott’s dream series came in a 
rather meaningless fourth quar-
ter of a 21-7 preseason win over St. 
Louis. But maybe, just maybe, the 
sequence can earn the undrafted 
rookie more snaps in his long-
shot effort to work his way into 
the crowded outside linebacker 
rotation.

“It was just crazy, because usu-
ally you walk around and they’d 
be like ‘What up 91?’ ” Elliott said 
Monday. “Then they started call-
ing me by name and calling me 
‘Sackmaster.’

“So, it’s just fun to joke around 
with Clay and (Julius Peppers), 
because you know Peppers never 
really talks to anybody,” Elliott 
added with a smile.

Elliott’s nice day was overshad-
owed by the stellar preseason 
debut of quarterback Aaron Rodg-
ers, who had the up-tempo offense 
humming along in midseason 
form. Elliott, who went to Toledo, 
is taking the ribbing from his feel-
good performance in stride.

“I heard he’s starting this week-
end in front of me,” Matthews 
joked after practice Monday.

Not even close. And forget the 
other side, too, where Peppers is 
starting.

“We give him a hard time with 
the amount of success that he had 
this past week,” Matthews said. 
“I’ll be rooting for him.”

If anything, Elliott’s success 

SCOTT KANE/AP

Green Bay Packers linebacker Jayrone Elliott, left, knocks the ball out of the hand of St. Louis Rams 
quarterback Austin Davis during the fourth quarter of Saturday’s NFL preseason game in St. Louis. Davis 
recovered the ball, but Elliott helped the Packers win 21-7.

Matthews, Packers D learn 
Elliott’s name after big day

‘It was just a bunch of people telling me, 
‘Congratulations, good to finally see you 
there. Just a bunch of family members 
going crazy thinking I’m freaking Clay Mat-
thews. ’

Jayrone Elliott
Green Bay Packers linebacker

Oakland Raiders (1-1)
at Green Bay Packers (1-1)

AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Saturday CET
9 a.m. Saturday JKT

injuries to Matthews and Perry,
and the Packers also drafted Carl 
Bradford in the fourth round out
of Arizona State.

There might be some tough de-
cisions coming when the roster 
gets cut.

“Not just the outside linebacker
position, but a lot of positions we 
have to continue to try to work a lot
of different combinations,” coach 
Mike McCarthy said. “At the end
of the day, special teams will be a
huge factor in those decisions.”

All of which makes this week-
end’s game against Oakland, the
Packers’ third of the preseason,
all the more important for Elliott 
and other young players such as 
receiver Jeff Janis. After missing
the first week of practices with
shingles, Janis has had an impres-
sive camp, including a 34-yard TD 
last week against the Rams.

Janis might have a better shot
at making the roster than Elliott,
who in turn realizes he still has a 
lot of work to do. He’s not letting 
all those well-wishing text mes-
sages he received after the game
make him overconfident.

“It was just a bunch of people
telling me, ‘Congratulations, good
to finally see you there,’ ” Elliott 
recounted. “Just a bunch of fam-
ily members going crazy thinking
I’m freaking Clay Matthews.” 

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — The San Francis-
co Giants on Wednesday became 
the first team since 1986 to win a 
protest filed with Major League 
Baseball, and will now get to re-
sume a rain-shortened game the 
Chicago Cubs thought they had 
won.

MLB executive Joe Torre ruled 
on Tuesday night’s game at Wrig-
ley Field that was called after 4 ½ 
innings. The Cubs were declared 
the winners by a 2-0 score.

Now, it is instead a suspended 
game that was to resume Thurs-
day afternoon with the Cubs bat-
ting in the bottom of the fifth. 
The playoff-contending Giants 
and Chicago have a regularly 
scheduled game set to begin later 
Thursday night.

“I thought we had a strong 
case,” Giants manager Bruce 
Bochy said. “I’m just thankful 
and grateful that they [MLB] 
were open minded.

“They listened and they looked 
at it and I think it’s the fair thing 
to do.”

A short rainstorm caused a 
delay of more than 4 ½  hours 
Tuesday after the grounds crew 
couldn’t put the tarp down quick-
ly. The umpires said the field was 
unplayable and called it at 1:16 
a.m.

MLB ruled that the tarp had 
not been properly put away after 
its previous use. Therefore, under 
provisions of Official Baseball 
Rule 4.12 (a) (3) there a “malfunc-
tion of a mechanical field device 
under control of the home club.”

Cubs general manager Jed 
Hoyer called it a “just” decision.

“The last thing you want is a 
playoff team feeling bitter about 
the result here,” Hoyer said. “And 
obviously it was caused by our or-
ganization. It’s a good outcome.”

“Hopefully we win the game. 
We have a 2-0 lead and pick it up 

from there,” he said.
Hoyer said the Cubs had hoped 

all along to play a complete game 
on Tuesday night, and that the 
Wrigley Field grounds crew and 
the umpires were caught off-guard 
by a “weird weather pattern” and 
a lack of advance warning of the 
localized downpour.

That resulted in the field “wet-
ter than usual,” according to 
Hoyer, who added there was 
no rain at his house, located 12 
blocks away from Wrigley Field.

 “I really have to compliment 
the Cubs,” he said. “They were 
all for this, too. They wanted to do 
the right thing.”

Giants President Larry Baer 
said in a statement: “We appre-
ciate Major League Baseball’s 
careful review of our protest that 
will allow last night’s game to be 
continued tomorrow.”

“We want to thank Commis-
sioner Bud Selig, Commissioner-
elect Rob Manfred, Executive 
Vice President for Baseball Oper-
ations Joe Torre and the Chicago 
Cubs organization for their coop-
eration throughout this process,” 
he said.

The last time a team won a pro-
test filed with MLB was June 16, 
1986, when St. Louis played at 
Pittsburgh. There were two rain 
delays at Three Rivers Stadium, 
and the Pirates correctly contend-
ed those didn’t meet the National 
League’s 30-minute threshold for 
cancellation.

MLB said in its statement that 
after watching video of the trou-
ble at Wrigley Field and talking to 
Cubs representatives, “the Cubs’ 
inability to deploy the tarp appro-
priately was caused by the failure 
to properly wrap and spool the 
tarp after its last use.”

“As a result, the grounds keep-
ing crew was unable to properly 
deploy the tarp after the rain 
worsened,” MLB said. 

JEFF HAYNES/AP

A member of the grounds crew works on the field after a heavy rain 
soaked Wrigley Field during the fifth inning of the game between the 
San Francisco Giants and the Chicago Cubs on Tuesday.

Rare win for Giants:
MLB upholds protest
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BY WILL GRAVES

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Pitts-
burgh Steelers running 
backs Le’Veon Bell and 
LeGarrette Blount will be 
charged with marijuana 
possession following a traf-
fic stop Wednesday.

Ross Township detective 
Brian Kohlhepp said traffic 
officer Sean Stafiej pulled 
over a car operated by 
Bell around 1:30 p.m. after 
Stafiej, who was on a motor-
cycle, noticed a strong odor 
of marijuana coming from 
the vehicle.

Stafiej found a 20-gram 
bag of marijuana inside the 
car. Bell, Blount and a fe-
male passenger all claimed 
ownership of the marijuana 
according to police.

Bell was taken to a hospi-
tal to have blood drawn and 
is expected to be charged 
with driving under the in-
fluence of marijuana.

Bell, Blount and the fe-
male passenger were ar-
rested and released. All 
three are expected to 
receive notice of formal 
charges through the mail 
said Kohlhepp. The posses-
sion and DUI charges are 
both misdemeanors.

The Steelers were to 
play a preseason game in 
Philadelphia on Thursday. 
Bell, 22, and the 27-year-
old Blount, signed as a free 
agent in the offseason, were 
expected to see significant 
playing time in the main 
tuneup for starters before 
Pittsburgh’s Sept. 7 opener 
against Cleveland.

“We are aware of the 
reports and still gather-
ing information,” Steelers 
spokesman Burt Lauten 
said. “We will have no fur-
ther comment at this time.”

Bell set a franchise record 
for total yards by a rookie 
back last season, smash-
ing the mark set by Hall of 
Famer Franco Harris.

The second-round pick 
out of Michigan State ran 
for 860 yards and eight 
touchdowns and caught 45 
passes for 399 yards de-
spite missing the first three 
games of the season with a 
foot injury. 

NFL

Steelers 
face pot 
charges

A billboard calling on the NFL 
to stop punishing players for 
using marijuana is shown in 
front of Sports Authority Field 
at Mile High in Denver last year. 
Attitudes toward the drug have 
softened around the nation, 
and many would like to see the 
league follow suit.

ED ANDRIESKI/AP

Blount Bell

At issue
The NFL is facing a drug 
dilemma — how to allow its 
players to use marijuana as a 
pain reliever without condoning 
recreational use.

More say its OK
According to a Gallup poll last 
year, 58 percent of Americans 
believe marijuana should 
be legalized. That’s already 
the case in Colorado and 
Washington — the homes 
of last season’s Super Bowl 
teams. The uptick in pot 
suspensions certainly suggests 
that more NFL players are using 
the drug, too.

Possible upside
The league is fighting lawsuits 
over concussions and 
painkillers, and some argue 
both issues could be alleviated 
with a more permissive 
marijuana policy.

What they’ve said
Seattle Seahawks coach 
Pete Carroll has said he’d 
like to see the NFL study 
whether marijuana can help 
players. Commissioner Roger 
Goodell has been cautious 
in his comments. Before last 
season’s Super Bowl, Goodell 
said the league would “follow 
the medicine” and not rule 
out allowing players to use 
marijuana for medical purposes. 

Will it really help?
The science, however, is slow-
moving and expensive and 
might not ever be conclusive, 
says behavioral psychologist 
Ryan Vandrey, who studies 
marijuana use at Johns 
Hopkins. Marijuana may work 
better for some people, while 
narcotics and other painkillers 
might be better for others.

Hazy: No hard numbers on how many players use drug

THE SYNOPSIS

Redskins safety 
Ryan Clark, below, 
didn’t want to pinpoint 
the number of current 
NFL players who 
smoke pot but said, “I 
know a lot of guys who 
don’t regularly smoke 
marijuana who 
would use it 
during the 
season.”

FROM BACK PAGE

A Gallup poll last year found 
58 percent of Americans believe 
marijuana should be legalized. 
That’s already happened in Colo-
rado and Washington — the states 
that are the home of last season’s 
Super Bowl teams.

The World Anti-Doping Agency 
has said it does not need to catch 
out-of-competition marijuana 
users. At least one high-profile 
coach, Pete Carroll of the cham-
pion Seahawks, publicly said he’d 
like to see the NFL study whether 
marijuana can help players.

There are no hard numbers 
on how many NFL players are 
using marijuana, but anecdotal 
evidence, including the arrest or 
league discipline of no fewer than 
a dozen players for pot over the 
past 18 months, suggests use is 
becoming more common.

Redskins safety Ryan Clark 
didn’t want to pinpoint the num-
ber of current NFL players who 
smoke pot but said, “I know a 
lot of guys who don’t regularly 
smoke marijuana who would use 
it during the season.”

Washington wouldn’t put a spe-
cific number on it but said he, 
too, knew his share of players 
who weren’t shy about lighting 
up when he was in the league, in-
cluding one guy “who just hated 
the pain pills they were giving out 
at the time.” Another longtime 
defensive lineman, Marcellus 
Wiley, estimates half the players 
in the average NFL locker room 
were using it by the time he shut 
down his career in 2006.

“They are leaning on it to cope 
with the pain,” said Wiley, who 
played defensive line in the league 
for 10 seasons. “They are leaning 
on it to cope with the anxiety of 
the game.”

The NFL is fighting lawsuits 

on two fronts — concussions and 
painkillers — both of which, some 
argue, could be positively influ-
enced if marijuana were better 
tolerated by the league.

The science, however, is slow-
moving and expensive and might 
not ever be conclusive, says be-
havioral psychologist Ryan Van-
drey, who studies marijuana use 
at Johns Hopkins. Marijuana 
may work better for some people, 
while narcotics and other pain-
killers might be better for others.

“Different medicines work dif-
ferently from person to person,” 
Vandrey said. “There’s pretty 
good science that shows mari-
juana does have pain-relieving 
properties. Whether it’s a bet-
ter pain reliever than the other 
things available has never been 
evaluated.”

Washington, who is part of the 
concussion lawsuit, is working 
with a bio-pharmaceutical and 
phyto-medical company called 
KannaLife Sciences that recently 
received licensing from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to de-
velop a drug to treat concussions 
using derivatives from medical 
marijuana. Co-founder Thoma 
Kikis, who has been working on 
cannibas-based solutions to con-
cussions for a few years, said he 
approached the NFL about sign-
ing on to the research.

“They didn’t want to meet, 
didn’t want to take a position to 
create any kind of controversy,” 
Kikis said. “I understand that. 
But ultimately, they’re going to 
have to make a decision and look 
into different research.”

NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell has treaded gingerly 
around the subject. Before last 
season’s Super Bowl he said the 
league would “follow the medi-
cine” and not rule out allowing 

players to use marijuana for medi-
cal purposes. An NFL spokesman 
reiterated that this month, saying
if medical advisers inform the 
league it should consider modi-
fying the policy, it would explore
possible changes.

A spokesman for the play-
ers union declined comment on 
marijuana, beyond saying the
union is always looking for ways
to improve the drug-testing pol-
icy. Earlier this year, NFLPA
executive director DeMaurice
Smith said the marijuana policy
is secondary when set against the 
failure to bring Human Growth
Hormone testing into the game. 
Some believe relaxing marijuana
rules could be linked to a deal that
would bring in HGH testing.

“I’ve heard that in conversa-
tions,” said Wiley, a plaintiff in 
the painkiller lawsuit. “And I 
think it’s despicable that you’d pit 
them against each other.”

The NFL drug policy has come
under even more scrutiny this
summer, after the NFL handed
down a season-long suspension 
of Browns receiver Josh Gordon 
for multiple violations of the NFL
substance-abuse policy. That sus-
pension, when juxtaposed against
the two-game ban Ray Rice re-
ceived for domestic violence, has 
led some to say the league’s pri-
orities are out of whack.

In June, Harvard Medical 
School professor emeritus Lester
Grinspoon, a forefather of mari-
juana research, published an open
letter to Goodell, urging him to 
drop urine testing for weed and, 
more importantly, fund a crash
research project for a marijuana-
based drug that can alleviate the
consequences of concussions.

“As much as I love to watch 
professional football, I’m be-
ginning to feel like a Roman in
the days when they would send
Christians to the lions,” Grin-
spoon said. “I don’t want to be
part of an audience that sees kids
ruin their future with this game, 
and then the league doesn’t give
them any recourse to try to pro-
tect themselves.”

The league does fund sports-
health research at the NIH, to the
tune of a $30 million donation in
2012. But the science moves slow-
ly no matter where it’s conducted 
and, as Vandrey says, “the NFL is 
in business for playing football,
not doing scientific research.”

Meanwhile, marijuana be-
comes more and more acceptable
across America. Even with the
Super Bowl being dubbed “The
Stoner Bowl” and the issue hang-
ing heavily over the NFL’s mar-
quee event, the league has shown
no signs of quick movement.

The league’s threshold for a
positive test remains 10 times 
lower than that of WADA, which 
changed its limit last year in a
nod to the reality that the drug is
not a performance enhancer.

The NFL’s conundrum is figur-
ing a graceful way to keep tabs on 
those who use marijuana reck-
lessly — or recreationally — while
giving others a legitimate form of
pain relief.

“I’d like to see us advance the
subject to where we’re all mature
and we get it,” Wiley said, “and
we let players make the decision
for themselves.”
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ROGELIO SOLIS/AP

Saints running back Mark Ingram, left, carries as Titans free safety George Wilson tries to tackle him 
during the first half of Friday’s preseason game in New Orleans.

Saints’ Ingram starting strong
Renewed confidence

BY BRETT MARTEL

The Associated Press

METAIRIE, La.

New Orleans Saints run-
ning back Mark Ingram 
isn’t letting a humbling 
start to his pro career 

lower his opinion of what he can 
still accomplish in the NFL.

With 1,605 yards from scrim-
mage and 11 touchdowns in his 
first three pro seasons, Alabama’s 
first Heisman Trophy winner is 
now a widely perceived under-
achiever in the NFL.

Still, Ingram said this week that 
he sees in himself the potential to 
be one of the most productive and 
dynamic running backs in NFL 
history.

“If somebody’s out here play-
ing the game and they don’t want 
to be the best ever to play the 
game, I don’t think they’re doing 
the right thing,” Ingram said. 
“I would’ve said it as a rookie. I 
would’ve said it 10 years ago. I’ll 
say it 10 years from now.”

While the preseason doesn’t 
always offer a true reflection of a 
player’s growth, Ingram’s perfor-
mance through a pair of exhibi-
tion games seems to back up his 
assertion that he is increasingly 

comfortable with what it takes to 
succeed as an NFL running back 
— from reading defenses to set-
ting up blocks to pass-blocking.

He even appears more in-
volved in the passing game, turn-
ing a short catch into a 23-yard 
touchdown in last Friday night’s 
31-24 preseason victory over 
Tennessee.

“In high school I played receiv-
er. If you look at my recruiting 
(bio), it says, ‘Athlete,’ ” Ingram 
noted. “In college, I caught a lot 
of passes.”

Indeed, many believe he won 
over 2009 Heisman voters with 
his 69-yard gain on a screen 
pass in Alabama’s 2009 SEC 
Championship game victory over 
Florida.

Ingram has only 24 career 
receptions for 143 yards and 
no touchdowns in the NFL, but 
catching the ball is in his genes. 
His father, Mark Ingram Sr., 
played wide receiver in the NFL 
for 10 seasons, mostly with the 
New York Giants.

“Running routes and catch-
ing footballs was one of the first 
things I did when I was young. So 
I’m comfortable catching passes, 
comfortable running routes,” In-
gram said. “I haven’t had a lot of 

opportunity to do that here. But I
think I can be just as good as any-
body else.”

  Ingram had high hopes head-
ing into last season, only to strug-
gle behind a new zone blocking
scheme before sitting out several 
games with a toe injury. However,
he was among the Saints’ most ef-
fective running back late last sea-
son, rushing for 146 yards in two 
playoff games.

 While Ingram rushed for only
386 yards last season, he also fin-
ished with an average of nearly
5 yards per carry. Through two 
preseason games, he’s carried 13 
times for 102 — an average of 7.8
yards per carry — and had a 22-
yard scoring run.

 “I know I’m an all-purpose
back, a complete back,” he added. 
“I can do everything.”

Cutler: Holmes
can be good fit

The Associated Press

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — The Chi-
cago Bears have sorted through 
numerous candidates to find a 
suitable replacement for injured 
third wide receiver Marquess 
Wilson the past three weeks.

So quarterback Jay Cutler 
sees nothing wrong with giving 
a chance to a player with a so-so 
past.

When the Bears signed former 
Jets and Steelers receiver San-
tonio Holmes Saturday to vie for 
an opening caused by Wilson’s 
broken collarbone, it took only a 
short time before Cutler and Hol-
mes were working together on 
the offense.

“You know, Santonio was here, 
probably had signed his contract 
and 60 minutes later he was on 
the field with Jay, and throwing 
routes,” Bears offensive coordi-
nator Aaron Kromer said.

Cutler has gotten a good look 
the past two days in practice at 
Holmes and anticipates Holmes 
making an impact in a competi-
tion with former veteran Josh 
Morgan.

“It looks good,” Cutler said. 
“He’s explosive. He’d probably, to 
be honest — he’s a little bit rusty. 
He’s been out of football.

“But getting in and out of cuts, 
catches the ball well, extremely 
explosive, fast. He’s exciting. 
We’ve just got to get him caught 
up with everything right now. It’s 
hard coming in where we are of-
fensively and just kind of throw-
ing him into the mix.”

It’s possible Holmes will play 
Friday at Seattle in the third pre-
season game. But the first chance 
at the spot Friday will go to Mor-
gan, a former Washington Red-
skin and San Francisco 49er.

“He’s had two good weeks of 
practice, two good games, pro-
ductive games,” coach Marc 
Trestman said of Morgan. “He’s 
made plays out there.

“I think he deserves a chance 
to step up now and get the first 
opportunity to do that.”

The 30-year-old Holmes had 
23 catches last year, the second-
lowest total of his career, while 
battling a hamstring injury. The 
Jets cut him to save $8.25 million 

against the salary cap. He had 
suffered a career-threatening 
foot injury in 2012, but says he is 
over the injuries.

Questions still linger about a 
dispute he had with former Jets 
quarterback Mark Sanchez, and 
an argument he got into with 
tackle Wayne Hunter that led to 
his benching in a 2011 Jets game.

“That’s in the past,” Holmes 
said. “It’s neither here nor there 
right now. I think being in this 
new organization is a new move 
for me and a great opportunity 
for me to take advantage of and 
be part of a great organization.”

Wide receiver Brandon Mar-
shall is the Bears receiver leader, 
and in the past a controversial 
figure himself.

“We came in together,” Hol-
mes said about Marshall. “He’s 
a great guy, first and foremost. 
He’s a Pro Bowler and he leads 
by example.”

Trestman thinks Holmes is a 
good fit regardless of his past.

“I mean, people change, they 
get into new venues, new environ-
ments,” Trestman said. “You’re 
out for a while, you get a hard 
look at where you are. Not only in 
your work life as well as in other 
aspects of your life.

“We feel he’s coming here in 
a good place, he’s coming into 
a great locker room. Guys have 
reached out to him and are will-
ing to help him and give him an 
opportunity to help our football 
team, but it will be a process and 
it will be day to day. But it’s off to 
a good start and we’ll see where it 
takes us.” 

ANDREW NELLES/AP

Bears quarterback Jay Cutler, above, is working with receiver 
Santonio Holmes to try to get him caught up with the offense. 
Homes and Josh Morgan are competing to replace third receiver 
Marquess Wilson, who broke his collarbone.

Preseason
Chicago at Seattle
Joined in progress

AFN-Sports
5 a.m. Saturday CET
Noon Saturday JKT

Preseason
New Orleans at Indianapolis

AFN-Sports
2 a.m. Sunday CET
9 a.m. Sunday JKT
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BY JOSEPH WHITE 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — New coach, same old story for 
Robert Griffin III: He can’t seem to avoid getting 
clobbered.

The debate that was so prevalent under Mike 
Shanahan remains under Jay Gruden, even though 
Gruden is trying to mold Griffin into less of a runner 
and more of a pocket passer.

RG3, who has had major knee surgery in both col-
lege and in the NFL, didn’t have any designed runs 
in the Washington Redskins’ 24-23 win over the 
Cleveland Browns on Monday night, but he scram-
bled four times for 24 yards and usually failed to 
seek safe ground.

Even when he did try to slide, it looked awkward 
— a craft he’s far from mastering.

Griffin and Gruden addressed the physical pun-
ishment immediately after the game, but it remained 
on Griffin’s mind enough for him to take to Twitter 
as well, telling his followers: “Just want y’all to know 

I will keep working on getting down” and not take 
the big hits.

Gruden’s words, meanwhile, could have easily 
been Shanahan’s at any point during Griffin’s first 
two seasons.

“It’s something we have to continue to talk to him 
about — how important he is to this team and this 
franchise,” Gruden said. “When he gets out of the 
pocket, he needs to protect himself. He’s had a habit 
in his career of being able to get himself out of those 
predicaments with his speed and his athleticism. But 
here it’s a 16-game season, with the great talent across 
the league in the NFL, (and) he’s got to pick his shots 
and learn how to get down a little bit better.”

Griffin had an inconsistent training camp, and 
Monday’s game reflected more of the same. The 49-
yard pass to Andre Roberts and the 23-yarder to De-
Sean Jackson looked brilliant, but there was also an 
interception that hit the don’t-try-this-at-home tri-
fecta: Griffin was off-balance and under pressure, 
the throw was late, and the receiver was covered. 

RICHARD LIPSKI/AP

Redskins quarterback Robert Griffin III slides down in front of 
Cleveland Browns outside linebacker Christian Kirksey during 
Monday’s preseason game in Landover, Md. 

Redskins’ Griffin still struggling to master the slide

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

FLORHAM PARK, N.J. — Reviews have been 
mixed around the league for the NFL’s experiment 
with longer kicks on extra points.

Regardless, it appears there’s a future for them.
Eight kicks from the longer distance — usually 33 

yards — were missed during the first two weeks of 
the preseason. The 94.3 percent success rate (133-
for-141) was below the regular-season rate (99.6 
percent) from 2013 when the ball was snapped from 
the 2-yard line instead of the 15.

Only five of 1,267 short kicks were missed in 
2013.

All of this summer’s misses came with the ball 
snapped from the 15. Snaps will move back to the 2 
this week and for the regular season.

NFL officiating director Dean Blandino says he 
believes longer PAT kicks are “in the league’s near 
future.” The results this preseason will be brought 
to the competition committee, and a proposal for 
change almost certainly will be presented to team 
owners at next March’s annual meetings.

Blandino isn’t sure the 15-yard line will be the 
focal point of any change.

As with any alterations to the game, coaches and 
players offered a variety of viewpoints.

San Francisco’s veteran placekicker Phil Dawson 
didn’t get a chance to try a long extra point because 
the 49ers didn’t score any touchdowns in their first 
two exhibition games. He sees the positive and neg-
ative sides of a longer kick.

“It could rear its head in a game where the kicker 
hasn’t been on the field in a while,” Dawson said. 

“It’s hard to stay loose and then all of a sudden
there’s a sudden score, maybe a fumble recovery, 
kickoff return, interception return. You might not
be super loose yet. It’s one thing to go out there and 
pop through a 20-yarder. You back up (another) 13-
15 yards and you’re a little stiff, you could possibly
run into some problems there.”

On the other foot ...
“Any rule change that’s designed to highlight 

what guys do well, I’m all for it,” Dawson added. “If
that rule change is motivated by, ‘Man, our kickers 
are really good and we want to showcase what they
do well,’ I’m all for it.”

Jets kicker Nick Folk, who has never missed an
extra point in his seven-year career, believes longer 
tries make the more accurate kickers even more
valuable. But “I think most kickers want to keep it
the same as it’s been.”

 Indianapolis’ Adam Vinatieri, who’s won four 
Super Bowls as one of the NFL’s best clutch kickers,
made all three of his PATs this summer. He thinks
weather can be a factor “when conditions get crum-
mier” and thinks longer kicks might lead to more 
2-point attempts.

“I think it could impact the outcome of games and
you may see more teams go for 2 in those situations 
because they won’t want to try (essentially) a 33-
yard field goal,” Vinatieri said.

 There are other, more drastic options that might
excite the fans if not the coaches and kickers. Per-
haps eliminating the kick altogether and requiring 
teams to go for a conversion with a play. 
AP Pro Football Writers Arnie Stapleton and Rob Maaddi, 
and Sports Writers Janie McCauley, Michael Marot and Tom 
Canavan contributed to this story.

PAT experiment results
in more failed attempts
Kickers’ opinions vary on conversion from 15-yard line

JOHN SLEEZER, KANSAS CITY STAR/MCT

Colts kicker Adam Vinatieri celebrates after kicking the extra point 
that gave the Colts their one-point margin of victory over the Chiefs 
in an AFC wild-card playoff on Jan. 4.



BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

M
arijuana is casting an ever-thick-
ening haze across NFL locker 
rooms, and it’s not simply because 
more players are using it.

As attitudes toward the drug 
soften, and science slowly teases out marijua-
na’s possible benefits for concussions and other 
injuries, the NFL is reaching a critical point in 
navigating its tenuous relationship with what is 
recognized as the analgesic of choice for many of 
its players.

“It’s not, let’s go smoke a joint,” retired NFL 
defensive lineman Marvin Washington said. “It’s, 
what if you could take something that helps you 
heal faster from a concussion, that prevents your 
equilibrium from being off for two weeks and your 
eyesight for being off for four weeks?”

One challenge the NFL faces is how to bring 
marijuana into the game as a pain reliever without 
condoning its use as a recreational drug. And fac-
ing a lawsuit filed on behalf of hundreds of former 
players complaining about the effects of prescrip-
tion painkillers they say were pushed on them by 
team trainers and doctors, the NFL is looking for 
other ways to help players deal with the pain from 
a violent game.
SEE HAZY ON PAGE 61

HAZY 
situation
League seeks right
answer for marijuana

Roger Goodell photo by The Associated Press
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